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State and Countermeasures of Agricultural Pollution in China
Nowadays, the attention of Chinese agriculture has shift ed from food security to sustainable agricultural 

development. Th e harmonious relationship between agriculture and the environment is a growing concern in the 
transformation. Agricultural pollution is mainly focused on the excessive and unscientifi c use of agrochemicals 
such as fertilizers, pesticides and plastic fi lms, and the burning of straw for disposal. According to the 2019 data, 
the factors causing agricultural pollution in China are still not eff ectively controlled and that there are signifi cant 
regional diff erences owing to the type of cultivated land, policies and regulations, and the type of crops grown. Th e 
misuse of agrochemicals still exists in the agricultural production activities in most regions of China. China's total 
production of straw in 2019 is great. Th e way of straw disposal is closely related to the agricultural pollution. Due 
to the lag in attention to agricultural pollution, there are loopholes in many aspects of the agricultural pollution 
management. First of all, our national condition of a large population and a limited cultivated land makes us face 
greater pressure on food supply and demand. Supportive industrial policies to ensure food security have existed 
for a long time. Against this background, large inputs of agrochemicals have become the preferred way to increase 
food production. Secondly, the separation of agricultural and environmental policies is the main reason why 
the environment has become a casualty under agricultural policies. Th e lack of agricultural pollution laws, the 
lack of investment in agricultural pollution control and the lack of environmental education for farmers are also 
reasons why it is diffi  cult to get control of agricultural pollution. Th e essential settlement of these problems starts 
on the urban-rural segmentation. Th e concern for pollution control and the main investments tend to fl ow into 
industry, which are mostly present in the urban areas. While laws, regulations and investment in rural pollution are 
woefully inadequate. In order to achieve sustainable agricultural development, the solution of the above-mentioned 
problems would be the primary breakthrough. Th is paper proposes that the integration of agricultural and 
environmental policies can be implemented to overcome the side eff ects of agricultural policies on the environment 
and to prevent environmental hazards under agricultural policies. And there is an urgent need to strengthen the 
environmental management capacity in the region. Regional agricultural pollution problems need to be solved by 
scientifi c decisions from the local government initially. In addition, the development of agricultural environmental 
protection laws, more investment in agricultural pollution control, the encouragement of environment-friendly 
agricultural technology, as well as the reinforcement of environmental education for farmers, are the very start of 
sustainable agricultural development.
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