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Электронное учебно-методическое пособие предназначается для студентов 

первой ступени высшего образования. ЭУМП разработано с использованием 
Web 2.0 ресурсов, основано на интерактивном подходе к обучению, нацелено на 
формирование социокультурных и коммуникативных компетенций, необходимых 
для успешной деятельности в профессиональной иноязычной среде. ЭУМП может 
применяться как на практических занятиях по иностранному языку, так и для 
организации контролируемой самостоятельной работы студентов. 

 



 3 

 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Read the following quotations about the British. What national traits are 

brought to light by the authors? Comment on each quotation giving facts about the UK 
and its citizens to support or disprove the author’s view.  

 
1) Throughout the whole of England the drinking of tea is general. You have it 

twice a day and though the expense is considerable, the humblest peasant has his tea, 
just like the rich man (Francois de La Rochefoucauld). 

2) I'm leaving because the weather is too good. I hate London when it's not 
raining (Groucho Marx). 

3) When it's three o'clock in New York, it's still 1938 in London (Bette Midler). 
4) The French and the British are such good enemies that they can't resist being 

friends (Peter Ustinov). 
5) The English country gentleman galloping after a fox – the unspeakable in full 

pursuit of the uneatable (Oscar Wilde). 
6) An Englishman, even if he is alone, forms an orderly queue of one (George 

Mikes). 
7) On the Continent people have good food; in England people have good table 

manners (George Mikes). 
8) The English know how to make the best of things. Their so-called muddling 

through is simply skill at dealing with the inevitable (Winston Churchill).  
 
2. Look at the United Kingdom photos. Do you know the places and objects they 

depict? Match the photos with the inscriptions given below.  
 

 

GETTING STARTED 
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A. Windsor Castle, Berkshire 
B. Trafalgar Square, London 
C. Stonehendge, Wiltshire, England 
D. Shakespeare's house, Stratford-upon-Avon 

E. Royal Pavilion, Brighton, England 
F. Royal Albert Hall 
G. Portsmouth Historic Dockyard 
H. Oxford University 
I. Norwich Cathedral, Norfolk, England 
J. Madame Tussauds Museum 
K. Loch Ness, Scotland 
L. Killyleagh Castle, County Down, Northern Ireland 
M.  Enterprise zone, Isle of Dogs 
N. Eilean Donan Castle, Scotland 
O. Edinburgh: Scotland's Capital 
P. Edinburgh Castle, view from Princess Street Gardens 
Q. Cardiff, capital of Wales 
R. Cambridge University 
S. Buckingham Palace, London 
T. Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament, London 
U. Big Ben and London Eye across the Thames River, London 
V. Belfast City Hall (capital of Northern Ireland) 
W.  Alnwick Castle, Northumberland Cardiff: The Capital of Wales 
X. Aberystwyth, Wales 

 
 
3. Play Kahoot and get to know some interesting facts about Great Britain 

(https://create.kahoot.it/share/great-britain-general-knowledge-quiz/84d89704-3c17-
43bb-89b7-00be63a558a8). 

 
 
4. Answer the questions: 
 
1) What do you imagine when you think of Britain and its people? 
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2) What places in Britain would you like to visit? Give your reasons. How can 
you explore these areas and broaden your knowledge of Britain? 

3) Name any place in Great Britain that is internationally known. What is it noted 
for? 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

1. Make sure you know the following words and word combinations: 
 

account for, v – насчитывать, составлять 
assets, n – активы 
austerity, n – жесткая экономия, строгая экономия, политика экономии 
authority, n – власть, полномочия, права, компетенция (legislative authority – 
законодательный орган, ultimate authority –  последняя инстанция) 
bank branch –  филиал банка 
bond, n –  облигация 
commodity,  n –  предмет потребления, товар 
commodity exchange –  товарная биржа  
competitive advantage –  конкурентное преимущество 
constituency, n –  избиратели, электорат, избирательный округ 
consumer demand – потребительский спрос 
consumer purchasing power – покупательная способность потребителей 
consumption, n – потребление 
contractor, n – подрядчик, подрядная организация 
cooperate, v – сотрудничать, вступать в партнѐрские отношения, 
взаимодействовать 
deposit, n, v – месторождение, залежи; депозит, депозитный вклад; вкладывать, 
размещать 
estimate, v – оценивать, устанавливать цену, стоимость; приблизительно 
подсчитывать 
estimate, n – оценка, смета, калькуляция; определение стоимости 
expenses, n – расходы, издержки 
external market – внешний рынок. Syn: foreign market , overseas market  
extract, produce, v – добывать 
futures, n – фьючерс, срочный контракт, срочная сделка, финансовые 
инструменты, купленные/проданные на срок 
government-sponsored, adj – поддерживаемый или финансируемый правительством 
head office – головной офис; правление (корпорации, компании) 
headquarters, n – управление, административное подразделение компании 

USEFUL VOCABULARY 
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household income – доходы домохозяйств 
inflation rate – темпы инфляции 
insurance, n – страхование 
interest rate – процентная ставка 
internal market –  внутренний рынок. Syn: domestic market , home market 
international treaty –  международный договор 
labour force –  рабочая сила, трудовые ресурсы 
launch, v –  начинать (to launch a campaign – развернуть кампанию), выпускать на 
рынок (товар) 
margin, n – разница; преимущество (by a slim / narrow margin –  с небольшим 
преимуществом, 
by a considerable margin – со значительным отрывом) 
make up, n – насчитывать, составлять 
national output –  общий объем продукции, произведенной в данной стране, 
совокупный продукт 
oversea(s) trade –  внешняя торговля. Syn: foreign trade 
per capita – на человека, на душу населения 
percentage, n – процент; процентное отношение; доля прибыли; выгода (There's no 
percentage in it. – Это невыгодно / не даѐт никаких преимуществ.) 
privately owned – находящийся в частной собственности 
public debt –  государственный долг 
public finance –  государственные финансы, государственный бюджет 
purchasing power parity (PPP) – паритет покупательной способности 
revenue, n – доход; выручка  
rival, n – соперник, конкурент. Syn: competitor 
share, n – доля, часть, акция 
stock exchange – фондовая биржа 
subsidize, v – субсидировать, финансировать, дотировать, ассигновать 
supply, n – снабжение, поставка (water supply – водоснабжение, power supply – 
электроснабжение, энергоснабжение) 
taxation, n – налогообложение; взимание налога (double taxation – двойное 
обложение) 
tackle, v – пытаться найти решение (каких-л. вопросов) 
 
 
 
 
 
READING 

Text 1 
 

1. Read the text and get prepared to explain whether Great Britain has a 
favorable geographical position and is rich in natural resources. 

 

READING 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stock_exchange
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Geographical Position and Natural Resources 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland is a sovereign state located off 
the north-western coast of continental Europe. 
With a total area of approximately 248,532 
square kilometres, the UK comprises the whole 
of the island of Great Britain (which contains 
England, Scotland and Wales), the north-eastern 
one-sixth of the island of Ireland (Northern 
Ireland) and many smaller surrounding islands. 
The UK lies between the North Atlantic and the 
North Sea, and comes within 35 km of the north-
west coast of France, from which it is separated 
by the English Channel. The Channel Tunnel 
("Chunnel") bored beneath the English Channel, 

now links the UK with France. 
Minerals. The UK has relatively limited supplies of economically valuable 

mineral resources. The once-important extraction of iron ore has decreased to almost 
nothing. Other important metals include tin, which supplies about half the domestic 
demand, and zinc. There are adequate supplies of nonmetallic minerals, including sand 
and gravel, limestone, dolomite, chalk, slate, gypsum, clay and china clay.  

Energy. By contrast, the United Kingdom has relatively large energy resources 
including oil, natural gas, and coal. Primary energy production accounts for 10% of 
GDP, one of the highest shares of any industrial nation.  

Coal, the fuel once vital to the British economy, has continued to decrease in 
importance. The discovery of oil in the North Sea led to the rapid development of its 
exploitation, and the United Kingdom has become virtually self-sufficient in oil and 
even an exporter. With an average output of nearly three million barrels per day at the 
beginning of the 21st century, the country was one of the world‟s largest producers. The 
balance of payments has benefited considerably from oil revenues, and a substantial 
proportion has been invested abroad to offset diminishing oil income in the future.  

Since offshore natural gas supplies from the North Sea began to be available in 
1967, the UK has replaced the previously coal-based supplies of town gas. A national 
network of distribution pipelines has been created. Self-sufficiency in oil and natural gas 
and the decline of coal mining has considerably transformed Britain‟s energy sector. 

Nuclear fuel has slightly expanded its contribution to electricity generation, and 
hydroelectric power contributes a small proportion (mainly in Scotland), but 
conventional steam power stations provide most of the country‟s electricity. 

Due to the island location of the UK, the country has great potential for 
generating electricity from wave power and tidal power, although these have not yet 
been exploited on a commercial basis.  

Renewables produce more than 20% of the UK‟s electricity. From 2020, 
renewable energy will continue to be an important part of the country‟s strategy to 
reduce carbon emissions. To achieve this, a range of technologies will need to be used, 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wales
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Ireland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Channel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Channel_Tunnel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_nation
http://www.britannica.com/science/coal-fossil-fuel
http://www.britannica.com/science/petroleum
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
http://www.britannica.com/science/natural-gas
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
https://www.britannica.com/technology/coal-mining
https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Britain-island-Europe
http://www.britannica.com/science/electricity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wave_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tidal_power
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such as onshore and offshore wind farms, biomass power stations or hydropower 
systems. 

 
 
2. Answer the questions on the content of the text: 
 
1. Is the UK a continental or an insular country? 
2. What is it separated from the continent by? 
3) What parts does the UK comprise? 
4) What is its total area? 
5) Is Great Britain rich in mineral resources? 
6) What mineral resources are mined in the UK? 
7) Is Great Britain self-sufficient in energy resources? 
8) Is primary energy production developed in the UK? 
9) What is the role of coal in the UK‟s energy sector? 
10) Why did the UK become one of the largest oil-producing countries in the 

world? 
11) What measures are taken by the UK government to offset diminishing oil 

income in the future? 
12) When did offshore natural gas supplies from the North Sea begin to be 

available?  
13) What types of conventional and renewable energy contribute to electricity 

generation in the country? 
14) What are the advantages of the UK‟s insular position? 
 
 
3. Explain whether the following statements are true or false: 
 
1) The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a sovereign 

naval power situated on the north-west coast of continental Europe. 
2) The English Channel and the Channel Tunnel separate Great Britain from 

France. 
3) The British Isles are separated from the European continent by the North Sea 

and the English Channel. The western coast of Great Britain is washed by the Atlantic 
Ocean and the Irish Sea. 

4) England is the largest country of the United Kingdom, Scotland is second 
largest, Wales and Northern Ireland are much smaller.  

5) Great Britain is rich in natural resources as it abounds in minerals and energy 
reserves. 

6) Primary energy production accounts for 5% of GDP, one of the highest shares 
of any industrial nation. 

7) Even today coal continues to be an economically valuable energy resource.  
8) The discovery of oil in the North Sea and the rapid development of its 

exploitation made the UK self-sufficient in oil and even an exporter. 

http://www.britannica.com/science/natural-gas
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_domestic_product
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_nation
http://www.britannica.com/science/coal-fossil-fuel
http://www.britannica.com/science/petroleum
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea


 10 

9) With an average output of nearly 2 million barrels per day at the beginning of 
the 21st century, the country became one of the world‟s largest oil producers.  

10) A substantial proportion of the UK‟s oil revenues has been invested abroad to 
offset diminishing oil income in the future.  

11) Since offshore natural gas supplies from the North Sea began to be available 
in 1976, the previously coal-based supplies of town gas have been replaced by a 
national network of natural gas distribution pipelines. 

12) Conventional nuclear power stations provide most of the country‟s electricity.  
13) Due to the island location of the UK, the country has great potential for 

generating electricity from wind power and solar power, although these have not yet 
been exploited on a commercial basis.  

 
 

Text 2 
 

1. Read the text and pay attention to the main peculiarities of the political system 
in the United Kingdom of Great Britain. 

 
Political System of the United Kingdom 

 
The United Kingdom is a constitutional 

monarchy; Queen Elizabeth II is the official Head 
of State. The British government is compiled of 3 
sections: the hereditary monarch and the two 
Houses of Parliament – the House of Commons 
and the House of Lords. The monarch‟s 
government is restricted by a constitution (non-
written), in reality, power belongs to Parliament.  

The monarch unites the British people for a 
nation and acts as its symbol. Although the Queen 
'opens' Parliament each year and laws are passed 
in her name, the Queen herself plays no part in 
determining decisions made in Parliament. She 
and her immediate family undertake various 
official, ceremonial and representational duties. 
The sovereign is a leader of the church and the 
army, the executive and the judiciary powers. 
There exists a long-termed tradition when the 
Queen and Her Prime Minister arrange a weekly 
private audience for the significant country‟s 
matters discussion.  

The Constitution.  The United Kingdom is one of the few countries of the world 
and the only European state without a formally written constitution. Written documents  
include statutes, judge-made law, and international treaties; unwritten sources comprise 

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
ascended to the throne of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland in 1952 upon the 
death of her father, George VI. 
In September 2015, she became 
Britain's longest-reigning monarch, 
surpassing the record of her great-
great grandmother, Queen Victoria. 

http://www.britannica.com/science/natural-gas
http://www.britannica.com/place/North-Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wave_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tidal_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_monarchy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_monarchy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Royal_Family
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitution_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Statute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case_law
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parliamentary constitutional conventions. The UK Parliament can perform 
"constitutional reform" simply by passing Acts of Parliament and thus has the power to 
change or abolish almost any element of the constitution.  

The legislative power. The UK parliamentary government is based on the 
Westminster system that has been emulated around the world – a legacy of the British 
Empire. The Parliament of the United Kingdom that meets in the Palace of Westminster 
is the oldest worldwide (1265). It has two houses: an elected House of Commons and an 
appointed House of Lords. Any Bill passed by the two Houses requires Royal Assent to 
become law, as it is the ultimate legislative authority in the United Kingdom. 

The House of Lords is made up of people who have inherited family titles and 
those who have been given titles because of their outstanding work in one field or 
another. There are about 800 members of the Lords, but only 2 or 3 hundred are the 
active members. Unlike MPs, the peers aren‟t paid the salary. The main job of the 
House of Lords is to 'double check' new laws to make sure they are fair and will work. 

For elections to the House of Commons, the lower house of Parliament, the UK is 
currently divided into 650 constituencies. Each constituency elects one Member of 
Parliament by simple plurality. General Elections are called by the Monarch when the 
Prime Minister advises. Though there is no minimum term for a Parliament, the 
Parliament Act (1911) requires that a new election must be called within five years of 
the previous general election. 

The executive power is exercised by 
Her Majesty's Government, on behalf of and 
by the consent of the Monarch. The Prime 
Minister and Cabinet are formally appointed 
by the Monarch to form Her Majesty's 
Government, though the Prime Minister 
chooses the Cabinet, and by convention the 
Queen respects the Prime Minister's choices.  

The position of Prime Minister, the UK's 
Head of Government, belongs to the Member 
of Parliament who obtains the confidence of a 
majority in the House of Commons, usually the 
current leader of the largest political party in 
that chamber. By convention, the Prime 
minister is answerable to, and must maintain 
the support of, the House of Commons. 

The Cabinet is traditionally drawn from 
members of the Prime Minister's party in both 
legislative houses, and mostly from the House 
of Commons, to which they are responsible. 
The Prime Minister and Cabinet are known as 
Ministers of the Crown.  

The judiciary branch of power in 
Britain is independent of the executive and the legislature. It is headed by a monarch 

 
Prime minister: Boris Johnson 
Boris Johnson became Prime Minister in 
July 2019 as the leader of the 
Conservative Party. 
He took over from the previous Prime 
Minister, Theresa May, who stood down 
in June 2019 after failing to get 
Parliament to agree a way forward on 
Brexit. 
Mr Johnson went on to win a convincing 
majority at a snap general election in 
December 2019, paving the way for 
Britain to leave the European Union in 
2020. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constitutional_convention_(political_custom)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Act_of_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Political_power
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliamentary_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palace_of_Westminster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Lords
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Assent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom_constituencies
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plurality_voting_system
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_Act_1911
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Executive_power
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_the_United_Kingdom
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Responsible_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Minister_of_the_Crown
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and is rather complex, partially because of the lack of real written constitution. Due to 
this, one can name the four law sources there: the legislation (Acts of Parliaments), the 
common law (based on custom and historic rules), the European Union law (deals 
mainly with economic and social cases), and the European Convention on Human 
Rights (guarantees all person‟s basic rights protection).  

The county‟s court system has over a thousand year‟s history. The Ministry of 
Justice administers it. The Queen appoints judges by the Parliament‟s advice. The 
executives can‟t force judges to act in such or another manner as the latter should be 
conservative and apolitical.  

There exist specific courts for different types of cases: the magistrate and the 
county courts, the Crown and the High Courts, the Court of Appeal, and the Supreme 
Court (appeared only in 2009). They deal with public, civil, private, and criminal laws.  

 
 
2. Answer the questions to the text: 
 
1) Why is Great Britain known as a constitutional monarchy? 
2) What are the formal functions retained by the Queen? 
3) Why is the UK‟s constitution unique? 
4) What documents does the British constitution comprise? 
5) What is the supreme legislative body in Great Britain? 
6) How many members are there in Parliament? 
7) How are members of the House of Commons elected? 
8) Are there any fixed dates for General elections in Great Britain? 
9) What people is the House of Lords made up of? 
10) What is the main function of the House of Lords? 
11) Whom is the executive branch of power exercised by? 
12) How is Her Majesty's Government formed? 
13) Who takes the position of the UK's head of government? 
14) Whom is the Prime minister answerable to? 
15) Is the judiciary accountable to the executive and legislative branches of 

power? 
16) What authorities head and administer the judiciary? 
17) Who appoints judges in Great Britain? 
 
 
3. Do you agree with the following statements? Explain why. 
 
1) The British government consists of 3 parts: the Queen, the House of Lords, the 

House of Commons.  
2) Queen Elizabeth II is the official Head of Government. 
3) The Queen doesn‟t have any recognized responsibilities in the British 

monarchy. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Head_of_government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_II_of_the_United_Kingdom
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4) Parliament is where politicians (MPs) meet to decide laws and make decisions 
for the United Kingdom. It is not the same as the Government (which runs the country). 

5) Parliament is a bicameral body: the House of Commons is the upper house. 
6) The election of Members of Parliament (MPs) for each constituency is called a 

General Election. In the UK they vote for the best candidate in the local area to be 
represented in the House of Commons. 

7) Each MP represents one of 650 constituencies in the UK and is a member of a 
political party. 

8) General elections have to take place at least every four years and are called by 
the Prime Minister. 

9) British voters do not choose their Prime Minister (PM). He/she is voted for 
within their political party. 

10) The county‟s court system is the oldest worldwide (1265). 
11) The judiciary is headed by the Ministry of Justice and administered by a 

monarch. 
12) Judges are appointed by Parliament Acts and are accountable to the 

legislature. 
13) The UK‟s Supreme Court is one of the oldest in the world. 

 
 

4. Use the diagram and describe the political system of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain. 

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/questions/government/houseofcommons.htm
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Text 3 
 

1. Read the text and give a brief description of the British party system.  
 

Major Political Parties 
 
A two-party system has existed in the United Kingdom since the late 17th 

century. The Liberals and Conservatives dominated the political scene until the 1920s. 
At that time the Liberal Party declined in popularity and was replaced by the newly 
emerging Labour Party, which represented an alliance between the labour movement, 
organized trades unions and various socialist societies. Since then the Conservative and 
Labour Parties have dominated British politics, and have alternated in government ever 
since.  

However, the UK is not quite a two-party system as the decline in support for 
Britain‟s two traditional parties over the past two decades is now common knowledge. 
Over 90 % of people voted either Conservative or Labour in the 1950s, yet less than 
two-thirds voted for these two parties in 2010, 2015 and 2019. What is also recognised 
is that this change is not simply a result of growing support for the Liberal Democrats, 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/two-party-system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_Party_(UK)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Labour_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_unions_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialist_society_(Labour_Party)
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/voter-dealignment-disillusion-and-the-implications-for-the-may-2015-election/
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/politicsandpolicy/the-british-party-system-or-systems-how-many-on-the-ground/
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but also a result of growing support for the nationalist parties in Scotland and Wales, 
and two relatively new entrants in British politics: UKIP (the UK Independence Party) 
on the right, and the Greens on the Left. In short, Britain is now a multi-party system. 

Following the 2019 United Kingdom general election, the number of seats for 
each party in the House of Commons is: - Conservative and Unionist Party – 365; 
Labour Party – 202; Scottish National Party – 47; Liberal Democrats – 11; Democratic 
Unionist Party – 8; other parties. 

The Conservative Party, officially the Conservative and Unionist Party, is a 
right-of-centre one. It was founded in 1834 from the Tory Party giving rise to the 
Conservatives' colloquial name of Tories. 

The Conservative Party regards itself as a national party and appeals to people 
across class barriers. It emphasizes personal, social and economic freedom, individual 
ownership of property and shares, law and order. The party‟s support comes mainly 
from business interests and the middle and upper classes, but a sizeable number of 
skilled workers and women vote Conservative. Its strongholds are in southern England, 
with scattered support elsewhere in the country. 

Conservative Prime Ministers led governments for 57 years of the 20th century, 
including Winston Churchill (1940 – 45, 1951 – 55) and Margaret Thatcher (1979 – 90). 
The Conservative Party's domination of British politics throughout the 20th century has 
made them one of the most successful political parties in the Western world.  

The party has generally adopted liberal economic policies – favouring free market 
economics, limiting state regulation, and pursuing privatization – although in the past it 
has also supported protectionism.  

The party is British unionist, opposing both Irish reunification and Welsh and 
Scottish independence, and historically supported the maintenance of the British 
Empire.  

On social policy, it has historically taken a more socially conservative approach, 
though this has receded over recent decades.  

The Conservative Party includes those with differing views on the European 
Union, with Eurosceptic and pro-European wings. In foreign policy, it favours a strong 
military capability, being supportive of British participation in NATO. 

The Conservative Party is the governing one since 2010, it holds an overall 
majority in the House of Commons with 365 Members of Parliament. It also has 245 
members of the House of Lords. 

The Labour Party has historically been a left-of-centre one. Growing out of the 
trade union movement and socialist parties of the 19th century, the Labour Party has 
been described as a "broad church", encompassing a diversity of ideological trends from 
strongly socialist to moderately social democratic. 

The Labour Party has only been in government for four short periods of the 20th 
century. However its achievements have revolutionised the lives of the British people. 
The values Labour stands for today are those which have guided it throughout its 
existence. It has emphasized social justice, equality of opportunity, economic planning 
and the state ownership of industries and services. The Labour Party had a huge role in 
the creation of the Welfare State and the National Health Service.  
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The party was supported by the trade unions, working class and some of the 
middle class. The party‟s electoral strongholds are historically in Scotland, south Wales, 
and the Midland and northern English industrial cities. 

The Labour Party was last in government from 1997 to 2010 under Tony Blair 
and Gordon Brown. It currently forms the Official Opposition in the Parliament of the 
United Kingdom, having won the second-largest number of seats in the 2019 general 
elections.  

The Scottish National Party (SNP) is a Scottish nationalist and social-
democratic political party in Scotland. The SNP supports and campaigns for Scottish 
independence. It is the third-largest political party by membership in the United 
Kingdom, as well as by overall representation in the House of Commons, and is the 
largest party in Scotland, where it dominates the Scottish Parliament. 

The SNP's policy base is mostly in the mainstream Western European social 
democratic tradition. Among its policies are reducing the voting age to sixteen years, 
unilateral nuclear disarmament, progressive personal taxation, the eradication of 
poverty; the building of affordable social housing, government-subsidised higher 
education.  

The SNP is a Pro-European party, it would like to see an independent Scotland as 
a member of the European Union. It is keen to encourage Scotland to be proud of its 
culture and heritage and safeguard its languages. The SNP intends to continue providing 
free university education in Scotland.  

The Liberal Democrats are the fourth-largest party in the UK Parliament. 
Promoting social liberalism, Lib Dems seek to minimise state intervention in personal 
affairs: they oppose what they call the 'nanny state'. While objecting to state limitations 
of individual rights, they favour a welfare state that provides for the necessities and 
amenities of life.  

The party has strong environmentalist values – favouring renewable energy and 
commitments to deeper cuts in greenhouse gas emissions.  

Since their foundation, the Lib Dems have advocated an electoral reform to use 
proportional representation (a system which would increase their number of seats), 
replacing the House of Lords with an elected chamber, and cutting government 
departments. 

The Liberal Democrats maintain a "strong and positive" commitment to the 
European Union, supporting a People's Vote for the continued UK membership of the 
European Union and greater European integration. It previously called for adoption of 
the euro currency. The Lib Dems have promoted further environmental protections and 
opposed certain UK military engagements like the Iraq War. 

 
 
2. Are the following statements true or false? Explain why. 
 
1. The UK has a multi-party political system. 
2. The main political parties represented in Parliament today are the Labor Party, 

the Conservative Party, and the Liberal Democrats. 
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3. The party with the most MPs after a general election usually forms the 
Government. The next largest party becomes the official Opposition and forms the 
Shadow cabinet. 

4. The current leader of the Conservatives acts as the Leader of the Opposition, 
heads the Shadow Government, and is a left-of-center  politician. 

5. The Conservatives are a political party with centre-right policies, emphasizing 
personal, social and economic freedom, individual ownership of property and shares, 
law and order. 

6. The Labour Party advocates an electoral reform with a view to use proportional 
representation and replace the House of Lords with an elected chamber. 

7. The Labout Party includes those with differing views on the European Union, 
with Eurosceptic and pro-European wings. 

8. The Conservative party maintains a "strong and positive" commitment to the 
European Union. They were initially in favour of the European single currency, the 
euro. 

9. The Conservative Party was founded in 1834 from the Tory Party and is 
colloquially referred to as Tories. 

10. The Labour Party has only been in government for five short periods of the 
20th century. However its achievements have revolutionised the lives of the British 
people. 

11. The Lib Dems is a Pro-European party, it would like to see an independent 
Scotland as a member of the European Union. 

12. The SNP grew out of the trade union movement and socialist parties of the 
19th century. 

13. The Liberal Democrats is the third-largest political party by membership in 
the United Kingdom, as well as by overall representation in the House of Commons. 

14. The United Kingdom‟s withdrawal from the European Union is a process 
known as Brexit. It is a result of the June 2016 referendum in which 51.9% of votes 
were cast in favour of leaving the EU. The term Brexit is a portmanteau of the words 
Britain and exit. 

 
 
3. Complete the sentences using information from Text 3: 
 
1. A two-party system has existed in the United Kingdom since the late … 
2. The Liberals and Conservatives dominated the political scene until ...  
3. In the 1920s the Liberal Party declined in popularity and was replaced by …, 

which represented an alliance between ….  
4. Since the 1920s the Conservative and Labour Parties ……. in government ever 

since.  
5. However, the UK is not quite a two-party system as … 
6. Following the 2019 United Kingdom general election, the main political parties 

represented in Parliament today are the Conservative and Unionist Party, the Labour 
Party, the Scottish National Party, the Liberal Democrats. 
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7. The Conservative Party, officially ….,. is a ……. party that was founded in …. 
from …. giving rise to …... 

8. The Conservative Party emphasizes …...  
9. Conservative Prime Ministers led governments for ….. years of the ….. 

century, including …… The Conservative Party is the governing one since …. 
10. The Conservative Party has generally adopted liberal economic policies – ….  
11. The party is British unionist, opposing ….. and historically supported …...  
12. The Conservative Party includes those with differing views on ……...  
13. The Labour Party has historically been a ….. one. Growing out ……., the 

Labour Party has been described as a …. 
14. Achievements of the Labour Party have revolutionised …. It has emphasized 

…...  
15. The Labour Party has only been in government for ….. It was last in 

government from ….. to ….. under …….. and …... It currently forms …...  
16. The Scottish National Party (SNP) is a …… that supports and campaigns for 

…... It is the ….. political party by membership in the United Kingdom, and is the 
largest party ……., where it dominates ……. 

17. The SNP is a …. party, it would like to see …...  
18. Among the policies of the SNP are…... It is keen to encourage Scotland …... 
19. Promoting social liberalism, the Liberal Democrats seek to minimise …..: 

they oppose ….. and favour …..  
20. The Liberal Democrats maintain a "strong and positive" commitment to …..,. 

The Lib Dems have promoted …. and opposed …. 
 

 
4. Each political party is supposed to have different ideas and beliefs in order to 

provide the voters with a real choice. Match the major political parties of Great Britain 
with the answers they give to the following questions: 

- Who is in charge of society? 
- Is money for one or for all? 
 

 Who is in charge of society? Is money for one or for all? 
1) The 
Conservative 
Party 

a) The government should 
work with private companies 
to provide good public 
services. The government 
should be involved in helping 
to close the gap between rich 
and poor by providing 
opportunities for those in 
need. All public services such 
as schools and hospitals need 
to receive funding from the 
government in order to 

a) The poor and those in need 
should receive help from the 
government. This would 
probably mean an increase in 
income tax.  
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provide good-quality services 
that are available for everyone 
to use. 

2) The Labour 
Party 

b) They believe in personal 
freedom and a fair and open 
society where there is equality 
for everyone and strong 
communities. This can be 
achieved through free 
healthcare and education for 
all and by encouraging 
business to flourish but not 
interfering.  

b) Tax should be low, so that 
you can keep as much of what 
you earn as possible. As 
businesses and services are 
privately owned, it's thought 
that people will have more 
money to spend on these 
things, instead of the 
government taking your 
money and choosing for you. 
In turn this will improve 
public services, because in 
order to get you to use them, 
they need to be good.  

3) The Liberal 
Democratic Party 

c) Individuals should own and 
control businesses and make 
profits from them; the 
government should not 
interfere with these things. If 
this creates a gap between 
rich and poor, then it's not 
down to the government to 
sort it out. It's all about 
survival of the fittest.  

c) There need to be different 
levels of tax depending on 
how much you earn. The 
more you earn, the more you 
should pay. Otherwise you 
end up with a group of very, 
very rich people and a group 
of very, very poor people. The 
tax is used to provide services 
for everybody, rich and poor.  

 
 
5. Read the following opinions of people about a two-party system. Do you share 

any of these opinions? Give your own arguments. 
 

A two-party system is effective because it provides options for the voters. 
In a one-party system, the ruling party would have a monopoly, and it 
could basically do whatever it wants. A two-party system would have 
more competition, so that both sides of an issue could be represented. 
A two-party system promotes stagnation. Because a two-party system 
creates a continual disagreement between two sides, and most people fall 
somewhere in between anyway, a two party system neither accurately 

represents people‟s will nor is the most efficient way to conduct politics. True 
democracy, where everyone actually has a vote on every issue, would be a better way 
now that technology would support it. 
 

1 

2 
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Having only two parties is ridiculous. You are forced to coincide with a 
mainstream view. If you only hear two points of views when there are a 
dozen or more to choose from you‟re not hearing the whole story. As for 

me, I don‟t just see the world in black and white. With just the two points to see, how is 
anyone able to make the best decision for the people they are representing? A two-party 
system hampers change, blocks new parties, prevents new laws being passed, and 
causes scapegoating. 

 
 

Text 4 
 

1. Read the text paying special attention to where the main British industries are 
located. 

 
UK Economy: Sectors and Industries 

 
The United Kingdom is a major developed capitalist economy. It is the world's 

fifth largest by nominal GDP and the ninth largest by purchasing power parity (PPP), 
comprising 4% of world GDP. It is the third largest economy in Europe after Germany's 
and France's ones in nominal terms.  

The Industrial Revolution started in the United Kingdom with an initial 
concentration on heavy industries such as shipbuilding, coal mining, steel production, 
and textiles. The empire created an overseas market for British products, allowing the 
UK to dominate international trade in the 19th century. However, as other nations 
industrialised, the United Kingdom began to lose its competitive advantage, and heavy 
industry declined, by degrees, throughout the 20th century. Nonetheless, Britain 
remained one of the largest industrial producers.  

Today manufacturing remains a significant part of the economy, but accounts 
for only one-sixth of national output. Despite a steady decline in the importance of this 
sector to the British economy since the 1960s, it is still important for overseas trade, 
accounting for 83% of exports. The regions with the highest proportion of employees in 
manufacturing are the East Midlands and West Midlands, London has the lowest.  

Within the manufacturing sector, the largest industries include machine tools; 
electric power, automation, and railroad equipment; ships; aircraft; motor vehicles and 
parts; electronic and communications equipment; metalwork; chemicals; coal; 
petroleum; paper and printing; food processing; textiles; and clothing. 

Heavy industry, employing many thousands of people and producing large 
volumes of low-value goods (such as steelmaking) has either become highly efficient 
(producing the same amount of output from fewer manufacturing sites employing fewer 
people) or has been replaced by smaller industrial units producing high-value goods 
(such as the aerospace and electronics industries). 

The British motor industry is a significant part of this sector. The automotive 
industry accounts for 11% of all UK exports and on average produces more than 1.5 
million cars and commercial vehicles and 205 million engines every year. 
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There are still four British-owned car companies, Bristol, Morgan, Caterham and 
McLaren, and many more firms manufacture on British soil, even if some of British 
most famous names from Aston Martin to Bentley are foreign-owned. 

The British motor industry also comprises numerous components for the sector, 
such as Ford's diesel engine plant, which produces half of Ford's diesel engines globally. 
Triumph Motorcycles Ltd is the only wholly British owned major transport 
manufacturer. 

A range of companies like Brush Traction and Hunslet manufacture railway 
locomotives and other related components. 

Associated with this sector are the aerospace and defence equipment 
industries. The UK manufactures a broad range of equipment, with the sector being 
dominated by BAE Systems, which produces civil and defence aerospace, land and 
marine equipment; VT Group, one of the world's largest builders of warships; and GKN 
and Rolls Royce, which produce aerospace engines and power generation systems.  

Another important component of engineering is electronics, audio and optical 
equipment, with the UK having a broad base of domestic firms, alongside a number of 
foreign firms manufacturing a wide range of TV, radio and communications products, 
scientific and optical instruments, electrical machinery and office machinery and 
computers. 

Chemicals and chemical-based products are another important contributor to the 
UK's manufacturing base. Within this sector, the pharmaceutical industry is 
particularly successful, with the world's second and seventh largest pharmaceutical 
firms (GlaxoSmithKline and AstraZeneca respectively) being based in the UK and 
having major research and development and manufacturing facilities there. 

The UK service sector is the prevalent sector of the UK economy, a feature 
normally associated with the economy of a developed country. This means that the 
tertiary sector jobs outnumber the secondary and primary sector jobs.  

The service sector has grown substantially, and now makes up about 78% of 
GDP. It‟s dominated by financial  services, especially in banking and insurance.  

London is the world's largest financial centre with the London Stock Exchange, 
the London International Financial Futures and Options Exchange, and the Lloyd's of 
London insurance market all based in the City of London.  

London is a major centre for international business and commerce and is the 
leader of the three "command centres" for the global economy (along with New York 
City and Tokyo). It has the largest concentration of foreign bank branches in the world. 
In the past decade, a rival financial centre in London has grown in the Docklands area, 
with the HSBC, the world's largest bank, and Barclays Bank relocating their head 
offices there. Many multinational companies that are not primarily UK-based have 
chosen to site their European or rest-of-world headquarters in London: an example is the 
US financial services firm Citigroup.  

Several other major UK cities have large financial sectors, most notably Leeds, 
which is now the UK's largest centre for business and financial services outside London, 
as well as Edinburgh, the eleventh largest banking centre in Europe and home to the 
Royal Bank of Scotland (the third largest bank in Europe). 
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The Bank of England is the UK's central bank responsible for issuing currency 
and setting interest rates, maintaining monetary and financial stability. The bank‟s 
standing instruction from the government is to set an interest rate that will meet a target 
inflation rate of 2.5 % per year. The bank also intervenes actively in foreign exchange 
markets and acts as the government‟s banker. The national currency of the UK is the 
pound sterling, which is the world's third-largest reserve currency after the United States 
dollar and the euro. The pound sterling is a major internationally traded currency. 

Tourism is very important to the British economy, and it is booming. Tourism is 
the UK‟s third highest export earner (behind chemicals and financial services). It‟s one 
of the country‟s six biggest industries (behind manufacturing and retail but ahead of 
construction) and generates £90bn for the economy each year. Tourism is one of the 
biggest employers in Great Britain making up 4.4% of all employment. It creates wealth 
and employment in all parts of the country, and it‟s a cost-effective way to regenerate 
run-down communities. A thriving tourism industry creates beautiful places to visit all-
round Great Britain, which also improves the quality of life for everyone who lives near 
them as well.  

With over 27 million tourists arriving every year, the United Kingdom is ranked 
as the sixth major tourist destination in the world. London, by a considerable margin, is 
the most visited city in the world with more than 15 million visitors, ahead of 2nd 
placed Bangkok (10.4 million visitors) and 3rd placed Paris (9.7 million).  

Transport Across the UK, there is a radial road network (46,904 kilometers) of 
main roads with a motorway network of 3,497 kilometers. The rail network of 16,116 
km in Great Britain carries over 18,000 passenger trains and 1,000 freight trains daily. 
Urban rail networks are well developed in London and other cities.  

The Highways Agency is the executive agency responsible for trunk roads and 
motorways in England apart from the privately owned and operated M6 Toll. The 
Department for Transport states that traffic congestion is one of the most serious 
transport problems that can harm the economy, unless tackled by road pricing and 
expansion of the transport network.  

London Heathrow Airport, located 15 miles west of the capital, is the UK's 
busiest airport and has the most international passenger traffic of any airport in the 
world. 

Agriculture is still considered an important part of the UK economy as it 
produces about 60% of food needs with less than 2% of the labour force. Agriculture in 
the UK is intensive, highly mechanised and efficient, combining advanced technology 
with modern farming techniques. It contributes about 2% of the country‟s GDP.  

Around two-thirds of its production is devoted to livestock, one-third to arable 
crops. The main crops that are grown are wheat, barley, oats, oilseed rape, maize for 
animal feeds, potatoes and sugar beet. New crops are also emerging, such as linseed for 
oil and hemp for fibre production.  

The widespread dairy industry produces milk, eggs, and cheese. Beef cattle and 
large numbers of sheep, as well as poultry and pigs, are raised throughout much of the 
country.  
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There is also a sizable fishing industry, with cod, haddock, mackerel, whiting, 
trout, salmon, and shellfish making up the bulk of the catch. 

Trade. The UK has one of the most open economies in the western world. 
Twenty years ago, foreign exchange controls were voided and the financial markets 
have been gradually deregulated. Trade with other countries acquired a high and rising 
percentage of total national output.  

Today the country's chief exports are manufactured goods, fuels, chemicals, food 
and beverages, and tobacco. The chief imports are manufactured goods, machinery, 
fuels, and foodstuffs.  

Since the early 1970s, Great Britain's trade focus has shifted from the United 
States to the European Union, which now accounts for over 50% of its trade. The United 
States, Germany, France, and the Netherlands are the main trading partners, and the 
Commonwealth countries are also important. 

The UK economy is one of the strongest European economies in terms of 
inflation, interest rates and unemployment, all of which remain relatively low. But 
compared to other successful world economies, it has higher levels of income 
inequality, weaker social and public service sectors.  

The main problem facing the UK economy at the present time is growing inflation 
rate. The depreciation of sterling is raising import prices and therefore diminishing 
consumer purchasing power, while at the same time wage growth is slowing down. This 
weakness in consumer demand, combined with slowdown in business investment during 
the Brexit period, means that it will be difficult for the UK economy to maintain the 
level of growth it experienced during 2016. 

Stagnant economic growth is probably another biggest challenge currently facing 
the UK economy. It has contributed to a fall in real wages and lower living standards. 
With falling GDP, it becomes much more difficult to reduce the burden of government 
debt. Despite austerity measures, the debt to GDP is forecast to keep rising. 

Brexit is undeniably one of the biggest events in recent British history. Over the 
course of the next few years the UK's entire relationship with the rest of Europe is likely 
to be totally reshaped. How policymakers deal with the challenges of Brexit will shape 
the UK economic success for decades to come. 

The UK is expected to slow relatively to other developed economies, partly in 
response to the Brexit shock and its effect on business investment spending, and partly 
as the ongoing spike in inflation limits real household incomes. All these factors don‟t 
augur well for UK assets in general. 

 
 
2. Answer the questions on the content of the text: 
 
1) Why is the UK economy one of the largest in the world? 
2) Is the manufacturing sector important for the UK economy? 
3) What manufacturing industries are developed in Great Britain? 
4) What are the largest manufacturing companies of the United Kingdom? What 

do they produce? 
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5) Why is the service sector prevalent in the UK economy? 
6) What service industries are the most developed in the country?  
7) What makes Great Britain a major financial centre of the world? 
8) What is the national bank of Great Britain? What are its main functions? 
9) What UK cities are financial services concentrated in? 
10) Why is tourism important for the economy of Great Britain? 
11) What are the most important means of transport in the UK? 
12)  Is it right to say that British agriculture is a significant part of the UK 

economy? Why? 
13) What main crops and livestock are cultivated in the UK? 
14) Is the UK an open or a closed economy? Why? 
15) What are the UK‟s main exports and imports?  
16) What countries are the main trading partners of Great Britain? 
17) What economic problems is the United Kingdom faced with?  
 
 
3. A student made a fact book about the economy of Great Britain. There is one 

mistake in each sentence. Find and correct the mistakes. 
 
1) The United Kingdom is the world‟s fourth largest economy by nominal GDP 

and the ninth largest by purchasing power parity (PPP). 
2) The Industrial Revolution started in the United Kingdom with an initial 

concentration on light industries such as shipbuilding, coal mining, steel production, and 
textiles. 

3) The United Kingdom dominated international trade in the 18th century. 
4) At present time manufacturing remains a significant part of the UK economy, 

accounting for 83% of exports and only one-seventh of national output. 
5) The British motor industry is booming as it produces more than 2.5 million 

cars and commercial vehicles every year. 
6) The aerospace and defence equipment industries manufacture a broad range of 

equipment, with the sector being dominated by ABE Systems, which produces civil and 
defence aerospace, land and marine equipment.  

7) The UK service sector is a minor sector of the UK economy, a feature normally 
associated with the economy of a developed country. 

8) The service sector makes up about 87% of GDP and is dominated by financial 
services, especially in banking and insurance.  

9) London is the leader of the three "command centres" for the global economy 
(along with New York City and Toronto). 

10) The Bank of London is the UK's central bank responsible for issuing currency 
and setting interest rates, maintaining monetary and financial stability. 

11) The United Kingdom is ranked as the sixth major tourist destination in the 
world. London is the third visited city in the world after Bangkok (10.4 million visitors) 
and Paris (9.7 million). 
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12) Agriculture is an important part of the UK economy as it produces about 60% 
of food needs with less than 2% of the labour force. It contributes about 12% of the 
country‟s GDP.  

13) Around one-third of agricultural production is devoted to livestock and one-
third to arable crops. 

14) Countries of the European Union account for over 40% of the UK‟s trade. 
15) The UK economy is one of the strongest European economies in terms of 

inflation, interest rates and purchasing power parity, all of which remain relatively low. 
 
 
4. Complete the sentences, using the information from the text. 
 
1) Within the manufacturing sector, the largest industries include … 
2) Another important component of engineering is electronics, audio and optical 

equipment with a broad base of domestic firms and a number of foreign firms 
manufacturing … 

3) The UK service sector is the prevalent sector of the UK economy, which  
means that … 

4) London is the world's largest financial centre with the London Stock Exchange, 
...  

5) In the past decade, a rival financial centre in London has grown in the 
Docklands area, with the ... 

6) Several other major UK cities have large financial sectors … 
7) The main crops that are grown in Great Britain are ... 
8) There is also a sizable fishing industry, with … 
9) Today the country's chief exports are ….  
10) The chief imports are ...   
11) Although the UK economy is one of the strongest in the world, it faces a 

range of problems which are …. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Work with the set of words “Great Britain and British Economy” on Quizlet. 

Use the link: https://quizlet.com/_42ovce?x=1jqt&i=vjvuv. 
 

2. Match up the words on the left with their definitions on the right: 
 

1) expense 
2) constituency 
3) responsible 

a) a place where securities are regularly traded 
b) a part or portion of something owned 
c) a person or group of people having the power or right to 

DEVELOPING VOCABULARY 
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4) legislate 
5) futures 
6) competitive 
7) stock exchange 
8) revenue 
9) authority 
10) share 
11) treaty  
    

control, judge, or prohibit the actions of others 
d) to make or pass laws 
e) a formal agreement or contract between two or more parties 
f) the whole body of voters who elect one representative to a 
legislature or all the residents represented by one deputy 
g) being accountable for one's actions and decisions (to) 
h) income from a business enterprise, investment, property, 
etc 
i) a particular payment of money 
j) sufficiently low in price or high in quality to be successful 
against commercial rivals 
k) commodities or other financial products bought or sold at 
an agreed price for delivery at a specified future date 
 

 
3. Complete the table with the derivatives of the given words: 

 
№ Agent Noun Verb Adjective 
1 contractor    
2    consumptive 
3    cooperative 
4    depositary 
5  distribution   
6  estimate 

estimation 
  

7 extractor    
8 governor    
9   manufacture  
10  performance   
11    productive 
12   supply  

 

 

4. Insert one word from each line of the table in Task 3 to complete the sentences:  
 
1) Private _______ could provide the service more cheaply without a 

reduction in quality. 
2) By focusing on job creation, wage increases, and the social safety net, the 

policy could cause a major rise in ______ purchasing power. 
3) The rules of the game are such that if both _________ with each other, they 

both get a reward. 
4) Such a result would increase the risks to the ________ bank in ways which 

would not seem justified. 



 27 

5) The problem is not lack of supply, because nationwide we have more than 
enough energy production; the problem is how we are going to _______ this supply. 

6) The representative of the company says they carry out measurements for 
homes and provide ________ free of charge. 

7) It is important to remember that people who are profiting are not the people 
who work in the resource __________. 

8) The citizens are supposed to become unthinking, obedient, silent and 
submissive so as to be __________, exploitable and harmless. 

9) I rang up the __________ of the product we used and spoke to one of their 
experts about the warranty. 

10) And this money is only paid back if the private companies deliver the 
services, and if they ________ to the standards set. 

11) The UK's young, educated, and highly ________ workforce remains one of 
the country's key attributes. 

12) The UK is the largest fiber optics ______, with nearly 50% of European 
output. 
 

 
5. Insert the following words to complete the sentences:  

taxation, labour force, estimate, launch, consumption, output, headquarters, 

commodity, contractor, bond. 

 
1) Ethiopia has almost the lowest oil ________ per capita in the world. 
2) The builders __________ the cost of repairing the roof at $600. 
3) Foreign workers now compose 6% of the company's__________. 
4) The _________of the company is located in Switzerland. 
5) A person or firm that supplies materials or labour, esp. for building is 

known as a __________. 
6) The industrial __________ is up 30% on last year. 
7) Labour is bought and sold like any other __________. 
8) Eurobond is a __________ issued in a eurocurrency. 
9) In recent years, the UK economy has been managed in accordance with the 

principles of market liberalization, low _________ and regulation. 
10) Great Britain is expected to _________ the building of new nuclear reactors 

to replace existing generators and to boost UK's energy reserves. 
 
 
6. Match up the words from the left column with the words from the right one to 

make common collocations. 
 

interest sector 
domestic workforce 
tertiary euro 
stock authority 
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skilled goods 
join energy 
adopt currency 
single euro zone 
legislative rate 
renewable exchange 

 
 
7. Complete the sentences with the collocations from Task 6: 
 
1) For other projects, the _______ amounts to 4 per cent annually. 
2) Historically, the apparent merger of the executive and __________, with a 

powerful Prime Minister drawn from the largest party in parliament, led theorists to 
contend that the separation of powers is not applicable to the UK. 

3) In the past 100 years, developed economies have seen a transition from a 
manufacturing-based economy to one where the „service sector‟ or „_______‟ 
dominates. 

4) The United Kingdom, while part of the European Union, did not use the 
euro as __________.  

5) There are currently 2,600 companies from over 60 countries listed on 
London _____________. 

6) To __________ and _________ a country should undergo the process of 
much closer economic integration with the other Member States. 

7) Tougher inner competition affects firms‟ decisions to upgrade the quality of 
____________. 

8) Wind power is the UK's strongest source of _______ and has made up 20% 
of the UK's electricity following a series of major windfarm openings in recent years.  

9) With Brexit and transition period after it the UK faces a risk that 
_________ immigration from the European continent could fall creating potential 
challenges for some key UK industries. 
 

 
8. Insert the appropriate prepositions where necessary. 
 
1) It‟ll allow the UK to be self-sufficient ____ coal for just over 6.5 years, 

although ____  present extraction rates it would take 20 years to mine. 
2) The UK economy is the world's sixth largest ___ nominal GDP and the seventh 

largest ___  purchasing power parity. 
3) Manufacturing remains a significant part of the economy, but accounts ____ 

only one-sixth of national output. 
4) The service sector has grown substantially, and now makes ____ about 73% of 

GDP. 
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5) Agriculture is intensive, highly mechanised, and efficient ____ European 
standards, producing about 60% ____ food needs ____ less than 2% ___ the labour 
force. 

6) However, following the severe shock of the 1973 oil crisis and the 1973–1974 
stock market crash, the British economy went _____ recession in 1974. 

7) According ____ the IMF, GDP rose ___ 5% ___ its peak in 1988. 
8) In 2008 the United Kingdom entered ____ a recession brought ____ ____ the 

global financial crisis. 
9) The City of London is often referred ____ as the City or the Square Mile, as it 

is just over one square mile ___ area. 
10) The City is a major business and financial centre, ranking ____ a par ___ 

New York City as the leading centre of global finance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reported speech 
 
1. Rewrite the statements in reported speech. 
 
1) I‟ll come and see you on Friday if that‟s all right. (She said) 
    She said (that) she would come and see us on Friday if that was all right. 
2) The conference will be spending a considerable time discussing the world debt 

crisis. (The statement said) 
3) The office is closing in half an hour. (She explained)  
4) He‟s planning to set up his own business. (Gareth tells me)  
5) We are going to have to make quite a few cutbacks. (The managing director 

said) 
6) The police have been investigating new allegations of fraud. (A spokesperson 

said) 
7) When the project first started, there was a lot of interest in it. (She explained) 
8) It‟s pouring with rain down here. (She told me) 
9) I‟ll have finished writing the report by the time you get there. (She promised 

me) 
10) My new computer has made a lot of difference to me. (She says) 
11) The 8.45 train from Minsk will be arriving in five minutes. (The station 

announcer has just said) 
12) When we were setting up the organization, we had very little money. (They 

told me) 

DISCOVERING LANGUAGE 
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13) The club lost quite a lot of money last month. (The treasurer told the meeting) 
14) It will be a very difficult time for all of us. (He agreed) 
15) You work too hard. You should take more time off. (He told me) 
 
 
2. Write the following questions in reported speech. 
 

 1) Where do you think we should advertise? (He asked me) 
     He asked me where I thought we should advertise. 

 2) Are you going to audition for the play? (Emma asked me) 
 3) How is Laura getting on? (She often asks me … you …) 
 4) Shall I ask her out for a meal? (He‟s been wondering) 
 5) Why did Matthew look so embarrassed when he saw Carole? (He asked) 
 6) Must we stay here all evening? (He asked) 
 7) What are they doing about publicity for the event? (She wondered) 

8) Will you send me the report when it‟s finished? (He asked me) 
 9) What have you done with the student records? (She asked me) 
 10) Do you think you could keep your voices down a bit? (She asked us) 
 11) Where did you buy that cell phone? (He wanted to know) 
 12) Have you been eating properly? (The doctor asked me) 
 13) Were you still teaching economics when you met Oliver? (Mike asked me) 
 
 
 Verbs used in reporting 
 

Many different verbs are used in reporting. We do not usually report every word 
that was said or written and these different verbs can help to summarize the original 
words: 

“Would you like to come and stay for the weekend?” 
            He invited us to stay for the weekend. 
“No, no, I don’t want your money. I’m definitely going to pay for the meal and 

that’s that.” 
            She insisted on paying for the meal. 
 
Learn the verbs used in reporting (s.o means “subject or object”): 
 
advise s.o.   agree   decide   encourage s.o     
invite s.o   offer   promise   refuse   warn s.o  
remind s.o    persuade s.o 

 
+ Infinitive 

 
accuse s.o of     agree on/about    apologize for 
complain about    insist on     recommend    suggest 
warn against    advise s.o against      
dissuade s.o from     persuade s.o against 

 
+ Gerund 
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agree   complain   decide   insist   recommend 
suggest (+should)   announce   boast   claim 
concede 

 
+ that clause 

 
 

3. Put the sentences into reported speech, summarizing what was said and using 
the verbs in the box. 

 
decide   complain   accuse   advise   apologize   
offer   persuade   remind   refuse   warn 

 
 1)  A: I don‟t think you should hand in your resignation immediately. Give 
yourself more time to think about it. 
        B: OK. I suppose you are right. I‟ll leave it for a while then. 
        He persuaded me not to hand in my resignation immediately. 
 2) “I know you‟ve got a lot of work to do at the moment. I‟ll help you type up that 
report if you like,” he said.  
 3) “No, I am not going to discuss it with you. I think it‟s a waste of time,” he said. 
 4) “I really think I should have been invited to the meeting. I‟m very unhappy 
about the fact that I wasn‟t,” he said. 
 5) “You‟ve been quite ill and you need to recover. I really think you should take it 
easy for a few days,” the doctor said. 
 6) “You must not go near their house again or there will be trouble,” the police 
said to them. 
 7) “After giving the matter some serious thought, we have now reached a final 
decision. We are going to close down the branch in two years‟ time,” said the managing 
director.  

8) “Someone‟s been reading the documents. I know they have. I found the papers 
in the wrong drawer this morning. It was you, wasn‟t it?” 

9) “Remember that you‟ve got to apply for the new passport. Yours is out of date 
now,” he said to me. 

10) “I‟m really sorry about all the trouble I‟ve caused. I didn‟t mean to,” she said. 
 
Summarizing when reporting 
 
When we are reporting, we do not repeat everything that was said or written. As we 
report, we summarize. 
 
Oral reporting 
When we report orally, we regularly switch our method of reporting. We use a mixture 
of direct speech, reported speech and descriptions of the content of the conversation. For 
example: 
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I was talking to Jo last night about the holiday. She thinks we shouldn’t book 
anything up yet because we’ll probably get a cheaper deal if we leave it till just 
before we go. I agreed with her but I said I didn’t know what you would think about 
that. And then of course we have to decide definitely where we want to go. I said we 
quite fancied going to one of the islands but she said, “Well, I’m not sure Graham 
will like the idea.” Anyway, in the end she said why don’t we talk to him about it 
when we meet him on Thursday. 

 
Written reporting 
In written reports, we tend to use reported speech consistently rather than switching 
from one style of reporting to another. If we are reporting what one person said, it is not 
necessary to keep repeating She/He/It said… . 
However, we continue to use the reported speech tenses if it is understood that we are 
still reporting. For example: 
 
The meeting was concluded by the Chair of the Governors, who said that although it 
had been a difficult year, the staff of the school had managed very well. The 
financial cutbacks had hit hard and it was to be hoped that there would be no 
further cutbacks in the coming year. Library stocks had been severely depleted and 
he suggested that there should be a series fundraising activities to help raise money 
for books. He thanked all the staff for their hard work and hoped that the coming 
year would be successful. The Head teacher than thanked the Chair of the 
Governors for his contribution to the school and the meeting was closed at 4.00 p.m. 

4. In your notebook, write a summarized report of the following speech. Start with 
the words:  

In her acceptance speech, Diane Banham said that she was delighted … 
 

“I am delighted to have been elected into the Council and I thank all those voters 
who came out in the rain today to vote for me. I am very much looking forward to 
representing the interests of the Kimbridge Valley and hope that I will have the 
opportunity to do so for many years to come. 

During the last few weeks, I have spoken to many of the valley residents on the 
doorstep and I have a clear idea of the issues which are of most concern to them. The 
proposed closure of the school is understandably causing a great deal of anxiety and I 
shall do everything in my power to fight against that. I hope that I will be successful.  

Thanks again to my supporters and a big thank you to all those who helped me 
during the campaign.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 33 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1  The City of London 
 

 
 
Pre-watching  
 
1. What is the difference between “the city of London” and “the City of London”? 

What do you know about the City of London? Choose the things which refer to it:  
a) the Square Mile; 
b) one of the world’s greatest financial centres; 
c) place where the Romans built the original London;  
d) place where London began nearly 2,000 years ago; 
e) the UK’s financial centre; 
f) the City; 
g) a separate city within a city; 
h) the oldest part of London. 

 
 
2. Watch the film about the City of London and check your answers in 1. What 

tourist attractions of the City are shown in the film?  
Use the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSaeHwwlUQI 
 
 
3. Watch the film for the second time and match the places of sightseeing with 

their descriptions. 
 
 

WATCHING 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VSaeHwwlUQI
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1) St Paul‟s 
Cathedral 

a) a fascinating child-friendly museum inside a majestic 
bank, it includes a chance to hold a real gold bar 

2) Guildhall  b) a permanent reminder of the Great Fire of 1666, it 
commemorates one of the most famous events in London‟s 
history. Designed by Sir Christopher Wren and Dr Robert 
Hooke, it celebrates the City which rose from the ashes. 

3) Guildhall Art 
Gallery 

c) where you can enjoy some of the best views of London 
and see the original steam engines that powered the bridge 

4) Museum of 
London 

d) a beautiful Georgian house just off Fleet Street, it was 
formerly the home of the great literary figure Dr Samuel 
Johnson.  

5) Bank of 
England 
Museum 

e) Europe's largest multi-arts venue presenting a diverse 
range of art, music, theatre, dance, film and creative 
learning events 

6) Monument f) one of London's most recognizable and historic 
landmarks, the place where Charles and Diana were 
married 

7) Dr Johnsons‟s 
house 

g) where you can enjoy some excellent examples of 
Victorian art and pictures of London subjects, and a diverse 
programme of temporary exhibitions 

8) Tower Bridge h) the centre of City government since the Middle Ages 
9) Tower of 
London 

i) brilliant place documenting the history of London from 
the pre-historic age to the present day 

10) Barbican 
Centre 

j) one of the world‟s most famous fortresses begun by 
William the Conqueror, the home of the Crown Jewels  

 
 
4. Answer the questions about the City of London. 
 
1. What is there to see in the oldest part of London, the City? 
2. What is a great place to start your visit of the City? Why? 
3. Where are the ruins of London's Roman Amphitheatre, in which crowds would 

once have gathered to watch gladiatorial combats, hidden? 
4. Where can the Clockmakers‟ Museum, a treasure chest of timepieces, 

containing a collection of clocks, watches and other horological items which belongs to 
the Worshipful Company of Clockmakers, be found? 

5. How many steps have you to climb if you want to take a wonderful view of the 
City at the top of the Monument commemorating the Great Fire of London? 

6. What famous phrase was coined by Samuel Johnson, the compiler of the first 
English Dictionary? 

7. What are the places for shopping in the City of London? 
8. Where is it possible to stop for a meal or drink in the City? 
9. Would you like to visit the City of London? Why? 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Worshipful_Company_of_Clockmakers
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2 What is the House of Lords?  
 

 
 
Pre-watching  
 
1. Answer the following questions.  
 
1) What do you know about the House of Lords? 
2) What do you know about the House of Commons? 
3) What differences are there between the two Houses? 
 
2. Before watching the film, make sure you know the following words and word 

combinations: 
advisory council, the Magna Carta, the nobility, the privileged, life peerage, a 

hereditary peer, a bishop, a knight, a merchant, walk of life, a panel, a cross bench, to 
swing, a wool sack, to be stuffed with, the Commonwealth, a preconceived idea. 

 
 
3. Watch the film about the House of Lords (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-

U0LhurGWOc ) and be ready to answer the questions: 
 
1) Who decides what people should be brought up into the House of Lords? 
2) What type of people is the House of Lords made up at the present? 
3) What are the three main functions of the House of Lords in its job of checking 

and challenging government? 
 
 
4. Watch the first part of the film (00.00-02.10) about the history of the House of 

Lords. Match the years with the corresponding events. 
 
1. In 1215 a) the Life Peerages Act introduced women into the House and 

radically changed who was in the Lords. 
2. By the b) the Lords Act reduced the number of hereditary peers in the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U0LhurGWOc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-U0LhurGWOc
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14th century House of Lords, and a panel was made to help the Prime 
Minister decide who was brought into the House. 

3. In 1649  c) King John, of Robin Hood fame, was forced to sign the 
Magna Carta, sharing power with the nobility. 

4. In 1958  d) King Charles was even executed by the Commons. 
5. In 1999 e) Edward III had 2 groups of advisors divided into chambers – 

the Lords and the Commons, made up of lesser knights and 
merchants. 

 
 
5. Watch the last part of the film (02.30-03.40) about the layout of the House of 

Lords and differences between the two chambers. Insert the appropriate words instead 
of the gaps. 

 
1) Each chamber is laid out in the …….. way as the Commons, the government 

party on the one side, the opposition on the other. 
2) Peers who don‟t …… to any political party are known as crossbenchers, as 

they sit on the cross benches opposite the wool sack. 
3) The wool sack is the …….   ……. seat. 
4) Back when wool used to be our main trade, this seat was supposed to …….. 

the Lords to protect our trade. 
5) It was and still is stuffed with the wool from hundreds of sheep around the 

……. 
6) The Lords is different to Commons because there‟s no ……… for any 

political party. 
7) The party in ……. does not necessarily have the most seats. 
8) As the Lords are not ….., they are less caught up in party politics and can 

concentrate on their 3 main functions. 
 

 
6. Answer the questions using the information provided in the film. 
 
1) What does the House of Lords originate from? 
2) How did the growth of trade and appearance of a new merchant class 

influence the history of the House of Lords? 
3) What is the balance of power between the two Houses of Parliament? 
4) What law enabled women to come into the House of Lords? 
5) What preconceived ideas can people have about the House of Lords and its 

members? 
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3   What is the House of Commons? 
 

 
 

Pre-watching  
 
1. Before watching the film, make sure you know the following words and word 

combinations: 
 
bickering, to rebel, a shire, to hold somebody to account, to split one‟s time, a 

Select Committee, to scrutinize. 
 
 

2. Watch the film about the House of Commons, use the link 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dS_SLF92e5A. Answer the questions: 

 
1) What historic event is common for the House of Lords and the House of 

Commons as it initiated the parliamentary system of Great Britain?  
2) Who can run as a candidate to the House of Commons? 
3) What are the main functions of the House of Commons? 
4) What is similar in the layout of the two Houses? 
3. Watch the first part of the film (00.00-02.10) about the history of the House of 

Commons. Match the years with the corresponding events. 
 
1. In 1215 a) the citizens meeting separately from the nobility evolved to 

form the House of Commons. 
2. In 1265 b) barons made King John seal the Magna Carta which forced 

him to obey the law and set up an advisory council of 25 men. 
3. In 1332  c) the Parliament Act required that a new election must be called 

within five years of the previous general election. 
4. In 1512  d) Simon de Montfort rebelled against Henry III and for the first 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dS_SLF92e5A
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_Act_1911
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time invited representatives of the towns together with knights 
of the shires to his Parliament. 

5. In 1911 e) the huge fire consumed Westminster Palace, Henry VIII 
moved out of it. And once rebuild the Palace became 
Parliament‟s home. 

 
 

4. Watch the second part of the film (01.35-02.30) describing the layout of the 
House of Commons and the responsibilities of its members. Reorder the points of the 
table to bring them in conformity with the content of the film. 

 
Officials Place Responsibilities 
1) the Government a) on one of the 

sides of the House 
a) leads the Government, appoints  
ministers to form the Cabinet 

2) the Opposition b) at the head of the 
room 

b) maintains order 

3) the Commons 
Speaker 

c) on the front 
bench next to 
ministers 

c) introduces most of the ideas for 
new laws and the changes to old 
ones 

4) the Prime 
Minister 

 d) keeps an eye on what the 
Government is doing, questions 
and challenges it 

 
 

5. Watch the last part of the film (02.30-03.30) dedicated to the ways that the 
Government is held to account. Insert the appropriate words instead of the gaps. 
 

1) Every week for half an hour the Prime Minister comes to the House of 
Commons to answer questions from MPs. It‟s …….., it‟s ………., and it‟s this that gets 
the most viewers turning in. 

2) But it‟s not just the PM in the hot seat - MPs get to question ministers from all 
……….   ………... 

3) And then, there are Select Committees where MPs spend a lot of time 
reviewing the ……….. and ……….. of Government. This is called scrutiny. 

4) They speak to experts and the public to understand how laws ……… our 
everyday lives. 

5) Also whenever the Government wants to …….  ……., the House of 
Commons has to agree. 

6) They review any ………..  ……. before they vote. 
7) They do more than what is shown on TV - …….. important issues, ……. 

laws, ……….. the Government to account, and allowing MPs to ……… the public. 
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6. Get prepared to speak about the two Houses of Parliament. In your speech 
cover the following points: 

 
1) The history of the House of Lords and the House of Commons. 
2) The membership of the two Houses.  
3) The layout of the chambers. 
4) The main functions of the Houses. 
5) How the Government is held to account. 
6) The main differences between the Houses. 

 
 

4 Green Technology in the UK 
 
1. Watch the film and do the tasks on learnenglish.britishcouncil.org. Use the 

link: https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/britain-is-great/green-is-
great-part-2. 
 

5 No-deal Brexit: What happens to British tourists? 
 
1. Watch the film and do the tasks on bbc.co.uk/learningenglish. Use the link: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/features/lingohack/ep-190814. 
 
6 Four nations 
 
1. Watch the film and do the tasks on britishcouncil.org/. Use the link: 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/video-uk/four-nations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/britain-is-great/green-is-great-part-2
https://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/general-english/britain-is-great/green-is-great-part-2
https://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish/features/lingohack/ep-190814
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/video-uk/four-nations
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Working with economic information, analyzing trends of economic development 

economists are often faced with the task of presenting data in the form of tables. They 
must be skillful in interpreting table data, able to describe it and discuss with 
colleagues.  

 
To refer to a table the following phrases may be used: 
 
As can be seen from the table, … 
According to Table 1, … 
As (is) shown in Table 2, … 
It can be seen from the table, that … 
From Table 3 it may/can  be seen  that… 

concluded  
shown 

     estimated 
     calculated 
     inferred 
 
1. Using the above phrases, describe the information about Theresa May, Prime 

Minister of the UK, given in Table 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOCUS ON FUNCTIONS 
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Table 1 

 
Boris Johnson 

Government of the United Kingdom 
Parliament of the United Kingdom 

Prime Minister's Office 
Head of Government Office 

Cabinet Office 
Member of        House of Commons 

Cabinet 
Privy Council 
British–Irish Council 
National Security Council 

Assumed office    24 July 2019 

Reports to House of Commons and  
the Monarch 

Leader of the Conservative Party 

Residence 
10 Downing Street (Official 
Residence) 
Chequers (Country House) 

Seat Westminster 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliament_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prime_Minister%27s_Office_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cabinet_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privy_Council_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British%E2%80%93Irish_Council
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Security_Council_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/House_of_Commons_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monarchy_of_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/10_Downing_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chequers
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Term Length At Her Majesty‟s Pleasure 
Preceded by Theresa May 
Salary £158,754 per annum 

(including £79,468 MP 
salary) 

Personal Details 

Born 

Alexander Boris de Pfeffel 
Johnson 
19 June 1964 
New York City, U.S. 

Citizenship United Kingdom 
United States (1964–2016) 

Spouse(s) 

Allegra Mostyn-Owen 
(m. 1987; ann. 1993) 
Marina Wheeler 
(m. 1993; sep. 2018) 

Children 5 or 6 (refuses to say how 
many children he has) 

Alma mater Eton College 
Balliol College, Oxford 

Signature 
 

 
 
2. Give a brief sketch of the UK’s major political parties making use of the 

following table. 
 
Table 2 

Labour Party 

Founded 1900 

Headquarters 

Labour Central 
Kings Manor 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 6PA 

Political 
Position Centre-left 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Member_of_Parliament_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marina_Wheeler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alma_mater
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eton_College
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balliol_College,_Oxford
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1900
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newcastle_upon_Tyne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-left
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Ideology 

Democratic socialism,  
Social democracy,  
Third Way 
Mixed market support 

Official 
colours Red 

Conservative Party 

Founded 1834  

Headquarters 

Conservative Campaign HQ 
4 Matthew Parker Street,  
London, SW1H 9NP,  
England 

Political 
Position Centre-right 

Ideology 

Conservatism 
Economic liberalism 
British unionism 
Soft euroscepticism 
Free market support 

Official 
colours Blue 

The Scottish National Party (SNP) 

Founded 1934 

Headquarters Gordon Lamb House, Edinburgh, Scotland 

Political 
Position Centre-left 

Ideology 

Scottish nationalism  
Civic nationalism  
Regionalism 
Social democracy  
Pro-Europeanism 

Official 
colours Yellow 

Liberal Democrats 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideologies_of_parties
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic_socialism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_democracy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Third_Way_(Centrism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Campaign_Headquarters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London_SW1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-right
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideologies_of_parties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservatism_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economic_liberalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_unionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_euroscepticism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre-left_politics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideologies_of_parties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scottish_nationalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civic_nationalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regionalism_(politics)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_democracy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro-Europeanism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue
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Founded 1859 

Headquarters 8–10 Great George Street, 
London, SW1P 3AE 

Political 
Position Centre 

Ideology 
Liberalism 
Social liberalism  
Pro-Europeanism 

Official 
colours Amber (Yellow/Orange) 

 

 

3. Say it in English: 
 
4/5, 2/3, 1/2, 3/7 тонны, 1/4 километра, 2/3 процента, 1 ½ часа, 1/2 доллара, 4 

½ евро, 2 ¾ процента, 2 2/3 дюйма, 0.105 метра, 2.18 фута, 17.562 тонны, 5 
процентов, 23 процента, 0.36 процента, 2.5 процента, 2,674 миллиона рублей, 
тысячи людей, сотни автомобилей, 0.97 триллиона фунтов стерлингов, 3/8 
процента, ½ процента, 0.5 процента. 

 
4. Table 3 describes the economy of Great Britain in terms of main economic 

indicators. Look at the information and then get prepared to describe it drawing 
attention to the most significant items. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ideologies_of_parties
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liberalism_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_liberalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pro-Europeanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amber_(color)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange_(color)


 45 

Table 3 

 

5. Draw up a similar table with other economic indicators. Use the link 
https://tradingeconomics.com/united-kingdom/indicators. Get prepared to describe it to 
the group. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Read the following quotations about the economy and explain in your own 
words what you think the authors mean. Say whether you agree or disagree with them 
and give your arguments. 

SPEAKING 

https://tradingeconomics.com/united-kingdom/indicators
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1) I think Brexit is going to be a great thing. I thought the UK was so 
smart in getting out. (Donald Trump) 
2) Get Brexit done. (Mr Johnson's mantra before the 2019 election which 
he won by a landslide) 

3) I think you can look at the British economy with confidence. (George Osborne) 
4) Britain is one of the world's most open economies. More dependent on trade 

than any other major country. Our success depends on our competitiveness and our 
competitiveness depends on raising our productivity, as our competitors are raising 
theirs. (Philip Hammond) 

5) The positive news is that the British economy is continuing to grow and is 
creating jobs. And it is positive news too that at a time of real international instability 
we are a safe haven in the storm. (George Osborne) 

6) We have sectors of the economy, aerospace is a good example, where Britain's 
probably the second country in the world, the automobile sector, where we've done 
extraordinarily well, an enormous amount of investment over the last couple of years, 
life sciences is another. (Vince Cable) 

7) It's not a matter of if economies around the world becoming low-carbon, but 
when and how. Larry Elliot described it today as the 'Green New Deal.' It's a leadership 
we in Britain can provide, and from which our economy can benefit. (Lucy Powell) 

8) Civil servants are fully aware of the challenges the British economy faces. 
They are, after all, working tirelessly and professionally to support the coalition 
government through the current challenges, every day, and in every part of Britain. (Gus 
O'Donnell, Baron O'Donnell) 

9) We do recognise that there are areas where the current financial services 
market, the banking market, just isn't working for parts of the British economy. (Vince 
Cable) 

10) I became a Conservative in the late 1980s because I could see that the 
Conservative party had transformed Britain's economy and our standing in the world 
compared to Labour in the 1980s. (Andrew Lansley) 

11) Globalisation means that for a high-wage, developed economy like Britain's 
to compete we need to focus our efforts on the highly skilled, added-value sectors such 
as advanced manufacturing, creative industries, engineering and even financial services. 
(Lucy Powell) 

12) There is only one hope for mankind – and that is democratic socialism. There 
is only one party in Great Britain which can do it - and that is the Labour Party. 
(Aneurin Bevan) 

13) The Labour party on the whole has not been a very effective opposition since 
the election, part. I think the Labour party should stress that the situation improved, and 
particularly in areas such as schools, hospitals and a variety of other cultural 
achievements. I think we need to defend what most people think basically needs 
defending and that is the provision of some form of welfare from the cradle to the grave. 
(Eric Hobsbawm) 

14) A party of order or stability, and a party of progress or reform, are both 
necessary elements of a healthy state of political life. (John Stuart Mill) 

https://www.quotemaster.org/q02e1646dd3eece9144bbcc61808a3438
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/George+Osborne
https://www.quotemaster.org/q172d681b547d909c545d46bdb37f5b4a
https://www.quotemaster.org/q172d681b547d909c545d46bdb37f5b4a
https://www.quotemaster.org/q172d681b547d909c545d46bdb37f5b4a
https://www.quotemaster.org/q172d681b547d909c545d46bdb37f5b4a
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Philip+Hammond
https://www.quotemaster.org/q01849adabd81f3b8f296e7e6393a8d95
https://www.quotemaster.org/q01849adabd81f3b8f296e7e6393a8d95
https://www.quotemaster.org/q01849adabd81f3b8f296e7e6393a8d95
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/George+Osborne
https://www.quotemaster.org/qe195500856ec22da35f597faa6ae4029
https://www.quotemaster.org/qe195500856ec22da35f597faa6ae4029
https://www.quotemaster.org/qe195500856ec22da35f597faa6ae4029
https://www.quotemaster.org/qe195500856ec22da35f597faa6ae4029
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Vince+Cable
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Lucy+Powell
https://www.quotemaster.org/q884dae30dbb91ead50407fe6f0277c5f
https://www.quotemaster.org/q884dae30dbb91ead50407fe6f0277c5f
https://www.quotemaster.org/q884dae30dbb91ead50407fe6f0277c5f
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Gus+O%27Donnell%2C+Baron+O%27Donnell
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Gus+O%27Donnell%2C+Baron+O%27Donnell
https://www.quotemaster.org/q7d426145047c53e05229c219442d8a2d
https://www.quotemaster.org/q7d426145047c53e05229c219442d8a2d
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Vince+Cable
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Vince+Cable
https://www.quotemaster.org/qadc327b3191e7bde50d91a412d5ad36b
https://www.quotemaster.org/qadc327b3191e7bde50d91a412d5ad36b
https://www.quotemaster.org/qadc327b3191e7bde50d91a412d5ad36b
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Andrew+Lansley
https://www.quotemaster.org/q5ad115a2176d48e2318301dff5285d6c
https://www.quotemaster.org/q5ad115a2176d48e2318301dff5285d6c
https://www.quotemaster.org/q5ad115a2176d48e2318301dff5285d6c
https://www.quotemaster.org/author/Lucy+Powell


 47 

15) If we only have great companies, we will merely have a prosperous society, 
not a great one. Economic growth and power are the means, not the definition, of a great 
nation (Jim Collins).  

16) Government's view of the economy could be summed up in a few short 
phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps moving, regulate it. And if it stops moving, 
subsidise it (Ronald Reagan). 

17) I hate all politics. I don't like either political party. One should not belong to 
them - one should be an individual, standing in the middle. Anyone that belongs to a 
party stops thinking. (Ray Bradbury) 

18) We will not agree on every issue. But let us respect those differences and 
respect one another. Let us recognize that we do not serve an ideology or a political 
party; we serve the people. (John Lynch) 

19) Political promises are much like marriage vows. They are made at the 
beginning of the relationship between candidate and voter, but are quickly forgotten. 
(Dick Gregory) 

20) Politics, it seems to me, for years, or all too long, has been concerned with 
right or left instead of right or wrong. (Richard Armour) 

21) I've led a school whose faculty and students examine and discuss and debate 
every aspect of our law and legal system. And what I've learned most is that no one has 
a monopoly on truth or wisdom. I've learned that we make progress by listening to each 
other, across every apparent political or ideological divide. (Elena Kagan) 

22) Saying we should keep the two-party system simply because it is working is 
like saying the Titanic voyage was a success because a few people survived on life rafts. 
(Eugene J. McCarthy)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Write an essay of at least 500 words making a forecast of the nearest economic 
trends in the UK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WRITING 
 

http://www.woopidoo.com/business_quotes/authors/jim-collins/index.htm
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SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

 
Text 1 

 
1. Read the text and compare the state of the British economy 30-40 years ago 

and today. 
Economy: Past and Present 

 
The UK was the first country in the world to industrialize in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, and for much of the 19th century possessed a predominant role in the global 
economy. However, by the late 19th century, the Second Industrial Revolution in the 
United States meant the US had begun to challenge Britain's role as the leader of the 
global economy. The extensive war efforts of both World Wars in the 20th century and 
the dismantlement of the British Empire also weakened the UK economy in global 
terms, and by that time Britain had been superseded by the United States as the chief 
player in the global economy. At the start of the 21st century however, the UK still 
maintains an important role in the world, due to its large Gross Domestic Product and 
the financial importance that its capital, London, possesses in the world. 

Following the end of World War II, there was a long interval without a major 
recession (1945 – 1973) and a growth in prosperity in the 1950s and 1960s. However, 
following the severe shock of the 1973 oil crisis and the 1973–1974 stock market crash, 
the British economy went into recession in 1974. A new period of neo-liberal economics 
began with the advent of the government of Margaret Thatcher of 1979. Most state-
owned enterprises in the industrial and service sectors, which since the 1940s had been 
nationalised, were privatised. As a result, the British Government owned very few 
industries or businesses.  

According to the IMF, GDP rose to 5% at its peak in 1988 as banks and other 
financial institutions in the UK enjoyed the liberalisation of the regulatory structures and 
greater freedom to explore new investment vehicles with less oversight. 

After a mild recession in the early 1990s, there followed the longest period of 
sustained economic growth Britain had seen for more than 150 years, achieving growth 
in every quarter between 1992 and 2007, one of the highest economic growth rates of 
major developed economies during that time. 

This boom ended in 2008 when the United Kingdom entered a recession brought 
about by the global financial crisis. Beginning with the collapse of Northern Rock bank, 
which was taken into public ownership in February 2008, major banks failed and were 
nationalised.  

During August 2008 the IMF warned that the UK economic outlook had 
worsened due to a twin shock: financial turmoil as well as rising commodity prices. 
Both developments harm the UK more than most developed countries, as the UK 
obtains revenue from exporting financial services while recording deficits in finished 
goods and commodities, including food.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrialisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Industrial_Revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_economy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_Domestic_Product
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973_oil_crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973%E2%80%931974_stock_market_crash
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoliberalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalised
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Privatised
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Her_Majesty%27s_Government
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recession
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_financial_crisis_of_2008%E2%80%932009
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Rock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_ownership
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The UK exited the recession in the fourth quarter of 2009, according to the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS). However, the ONS also reported that it was the longest 
and deepest recorded recession in UK history. 

The Labour government lost support during the financial crisis, and the 
Conservatives took control of the government. While the Labour party followed a 
deficit spending policy, the Tory government immediately began making deep spending 
cuts. This resulted in strong private sector growth.  

The Office for National Statistics reported that between 2005 and 2011 the UK 
dropped from fifth largest average household income in the world to 12th. However, 
during this same period inflation was relatively flat, the labor market remained resilient, 
and household spending and wealth in the UK remained relatively strong in comparison 
with other OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) member 
countries. 

Since 2013, the UK has pursued a strong policy of recovery and expansion. An 
austerity program dating back to 2010 continues, with the aim of further deficit 
reductions.  

A rise in unsecured household debt added to questions over the sustainability of 
the economic recovery in 2016. The Bank of England insisted there was no cause for 
alarm. Following the UK's decision to leave the European Union, the Bank of England 
cut interest rates to a new historic low of 0.25% for just over a year. By 2018 net 
borrowing in the UK was the highest in the OECD at 5% of GDP. Since the Great 
Recession, the country was no longer making a profit on its foreign investments.[ 

 
2. Answer the questions to the text: 
 
1) When did the UK possess a predominant role in the global economy?  
2) Why did the position of Great Britain in the world economy weaken in the 20th 

century? 
3) What factors allow Great Britain to maintain an important role in the modern 

world ? 
4) What main economic and political trends took place after World War II?  
5) What changed with the advent of the government of Margaret Thatcher in 

1979? 
6) What events took place in the 20-year period from 1988 till 2008? 
7) Why did the twin shock harm the UK more than most developed countries in 

2008? 
8) When did the UK exit the recession caused by the global financial crisis? 
9) What measures were taken by the Labour government to overcome the 

consequences of the global financial crisis? Were they effective? 
10) What policy was implemented by the Conservatives to restrain the 

consequences of the financial crisis of 2008? 
11) What tendencies are characteristic of the UK economy in the period from 

2013 to the present time?  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2016_United_Kingdom_European_Union_membership_referendum
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Economy_of_the_United_Kingdom#cite_note-121
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
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3.  Are the following statements true or false? Explain why. 
 
1) The UK was the first country in the world to industrialize in the 18th and 19th 

centuries, and for much of the 19th century possessed a predominant role in the global 
economy.  

2) The USA began to challenge Britain's role as the leader of the global economy 
in the late 19th century because of the Second Industrial Revolution in America. 

3) Both World Wars in the 20th century and the dismantlement of the British 
Empire strengthened the UK economy in global terms. 

4) At the start of the 21st century the UK maintains an important role in the 
world, due to its large Gross Domestic Product and the financial importance that 
London possesses in the world. 

5) Following the end of World War II, there was a long interval of recession 
(1945 – 1973) and a decline in prosperity in the 1950s and 1960s. 

6) After the severe shock of the 1973 financial crisis, the British economy went 
into recession in 1974. 

7) The government of Margaret Thatcher began a new period of neo-liberal 
economics, and most state-owned enterprises in the industrial and service sectors were 
nationalised. 

8) As banks enjoyed the liberalisation and greater freedom, GDP rose to 50% at 
its peak in 1988. 

9) In the period from the early 1990s till 2007 there followed the longest period of 
sustained economic growth Britain had seen for more than 150 years, one of the highest 
economic growth rates of major developed economies during that time. 

10) The boom ended in 2008 when the United Kingdom entered a recession 
brought about by the global financial crisis. 

11) The Labour government immediately began making deep spending cuts. This 
resulted in strong private sector growth.  

12) Since 2015, the UK has pursued a strong policy of recovery and expansion. 
13) Despite of a rise in unsecured household debt n 2016 the Bank of England 

insisted there was no cause for alarm. 
 
 
3.  Have a look at the following timeline. Describe the events which had a 

significant impact on the economic development of Great Britain and happened in the 
times, years and periods drawn on the line. Explain what economic effect these events 
produced. 
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrialisation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Industrial_Revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_economy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gross_Domestic_Product
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1973_oil_crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Margaret_Thatcher
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neoliberalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalised
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recession
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Global_financial_crisis_of_2008%E2%80%932009
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Text 2 
 

1. Read the text and be ready to say what makes London the world’s largest 
financial center. 

London: World's Largest Financial Centre 
 
London is the world's largest financial centre, with financial services based 

around two districts: 'The City' (the City of London) and the Docklands (particularly 
around Canary Wharf). The City houses the London Stock Exchange (shares and 
bonds), London Metal Exchange (base metal and plastic futures), Lloyds of London 
(insurance), and the Bank of England. The Docklands began development in the 1980s 
and is now home to the Financial Services Authority, as well as several important 
financial institutions (such as Barclays Bank, Citigroup and HSBC). There are now over 
500 banks with offices in the City and Docklands, with the majority of business in 
London being conducted on an international basis, with established leads in areas such 
as Eurobonds, foreign exchange markets, energy futures and global insurance.  

The UK has had an expanding export business in financial service, which has 
been influenced by a mixture of unique institutions, light regulation, and a highly skilled 
workforce. 

The City of London is a geographically small city within Greater London in 
England. It is the historic core of London around which, along with Westminster, the 
modern conurbation grew. The City‟s boundaries have remained almost constant since 
the Middle Ages, and hence it is now only a tiny part of the much larger London 
metropolis. It is often referred to as the City or the Square Mile, as it is just over one 
square mile in area. These terms are also often used as metonymies for the United 
Kingdom's financial services industry, which is based here. 

The City is today a major business and financial centre, ranking on a par with 
New York City as the leading centre of global finance. In the 19th century the City 
served as the world's primary business centre. Today it has a resident population of 
under 10,000, whilst it employs 340,000 professional workers, mainly in the financial 
sector. 

 
 

Text 3 
 

The economic geography of the UK reflects not only its current position in the 
global economy, but its long history both as a trading nation and an imperial power. 

The UK led the industrial revolution and its highly urban character is a legacy of 
this, with all its major cities being current or former centers of all forms of 
manufacturing. However, this in turn was built on its exploitation of natural resources, 
especially coal and iron ore. 

The UK's primary industry was once dominated by the coal industry, heavily 
concentrated in the north, the Midlands and south Wales. This is all but gone and the 
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major primary industry is North Sea oil. Its activity is concentrated on the UK 
Continental Shelf to the north-east of Scotland. 

The UK's heavy manufacturing drove the industrial revolution. A map of the 
major UK cities gives a good picture of where this activity occurred, in particular 
Belfast, Birmingham, Glasgow, Liverpool, London, Manchester, Newcastle, 
Nottingham. 

Today there is no heavy manufacturing industry in which UK-based firms can be 
considered world leaders. However, the Midlands in particular remains a strong 
manufacturing centre. 

More recently, high technology firms have concentrated largely along the M4 
motorway, partly because of access to Heathrow Airport, but also because of 
agglomeration economies. 

Finance and services. Once, every large city had a stock exchange. Now, the UK 
financial industry is concentrated overwhelmingly in the City of London and Canary 
Wharf, with back office and administrative operations often dispersed around the south 
of England. London is one of the world's greatest financial centers and is usually 
referred to as a world city. 

Regional disparity. The combined effect of changing economic fortune has 
created the so-called North-South divide, in which decaying industrial areas of the north 
of England contrast with the wealthy, finance and technology led southern economy. 
This has led successive governments to develop regional policy to try to rectify the 
imbalance. 

 
 
 

Text 4 
CROSS-CULTURAL MANAGEMENT, LANGUAGE & 

COMMUNICATION (UK) 
 
"The manager who knows only his or her own country is doomed to become 

obsolete.  Most organizations can no longer afford to employ culturally myopic 
managers."  

 Philip R. Harris & Robert Moran, Managing Cultural Differences  
 

In the global marketplace, knowledge and skills not only mean power, it can also 
mean survival. Understanding the need for cultural awareness and sensitivity is just the 
ante to get into the game of global business. How well you play depends upon your 
level of cultural savvy. It is estimated that more than half of all international joint 
ventures fail within two or three years. The reason most often given is cultural myopia 
and lack of cultural competency – not the lack of technical or professional expertise. 
What is effective in one culture may be ineffective, or even inappropriate, in other 
cultures. In today‟s global marketplace, being culturally savvy is no longer just “nice to 
have” but a key ingredient in building and maintaining a competitive global advantage. 
The “one size fits all approach” is not effective.  
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How to communicate in Great Britain? 
The British are brought up to be restrained, courteous, polite and unassuming. 

They will be vague and hint at what they really mean: “I don‟t mind if I do” means 
“Yes, please”. It is all understatement and subtlety. They are terrified of appearing to be 
“forward”. The main thing to remember is that the British do NOT quite say what they 
actually mean! E.g: “That may be a possibility for us” usually means “Yes, it sounds 
great, but I need to go away and think about it”  

In business, everything will take time and cannot be hurried along. But just 
because British businessmen and women seem reserved and slow to make decisions, 
this does not mean that they lack commitment or motivation. Be patient, listen very 
carefully, and you will get a decision in the end. Meanwhile, just enjoy a nice cup of 
tea! 

When greeting someone shake hands and maintain eye contact, which is a sign of 
respect and interest. A common greeting is “How do you do?” Respond with “How do 
you do?” Avoid answering with “good”. Acceptable responses are “not bad, and you?”, 
“OK thanks”. But if you don‟t know someone you greet stick to “How do you do?” 
Avoid other forms of contact such as two-handed shakes, hugging and backslapping. 
The weather is always good for small talk as is the traffic.  

How should I address people I meet? Start formally; John Smith would be Mr. 
Smith. Take your cue from them, if they refer to you by your first name (sometimes 
called Christian name in Britain, don‟t be offended they don‟t realise it might not be 
your religion) then that is your cue to use theirs.  However do not change it.  If they call 
themselves David they mean David not Dave. Social norms have been established over 
the years to make it easier for people to share the same space and it is important to 
observe them. Privacy is regarded as important; population density has not risen to the 
level of some countries where privacy is no longer possible in some areas.  In Britain 
personal space is cherished and respect of other people‟s space is important. This 
includes being a noisy neighbour.  If you are coming from a more spacious country 
encourage your children to speak quietly, observe what others do in public. 

Although a relatively small country, it still takes a lifetime to explore fully. If you 
go on your own, the locals are used to tourists, and will be eager to help. People are 
generally very patient if you don‟t speak the language well, however be careful of local 
dialects that are very hard to understand. 

 
 

Text 5 
POLITICS UK 

 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/politics-uk 
 

Text 6 
SCOTLAND 

 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/scotland 

https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/politics-uk
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/scotland
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Text 7 

NORTHERN IRELAND 
 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/northern-ireland 
 

Text 8 
ENGLAND 

 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/england 
 

Text 9 
WALES 

 
https://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/uk-now/read-uk/wales 
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