paGoraTs Ha Tepputopuu Bceit Esponsl. Besopycckas cucrema
IOPUAUYECKOro 00pa3oBaHUSA JOJKHA B OmiKaiInue rogsl agai-
THPOBAThCA K IPONCXOAAIUM B EBpolnie MHTErpalfHOHHBIM IIPO-
neccaM B oOjracTu mpasa.

PaccmarpuBasa npobyeMs! 06pasoBaHUA, MBI HepPeOKO ITpube-
raeM K IOHATHIO Ky3HuIa Kaapos . IIpu arom He Bcerga obpa-
ulaeM BHUMAaHMe HA CAMHX Ky3HENOB , T.e. Ha Npenojasare-
aei. OT X 3HAHUK BO MHOI'OM 3aBHUCHAT TEOpPeTUYEeCKas IOAIO-
TOBKAa, IPaKTHYeCKNe HaBbIKK OyAYyLIAX CIIeIaJuCTOB B obrac-
TH [pasa.

HaM HeoOxogumO B3ATE HA BOOPYXKEHHE IOJOXKUTEJIbHBIH
OIILIT OTEYECTBEHHOW M 3apy0e’)KHOil BBICUIEH INKOJIBI.

Abstract

The tendencies of law education in the Republic of Belarus
under the present conditions are analysed. It is marked that the
Belarus legislation system in the nearest future should be
adopted to the European integration processes in the field of law.

ON CONTENT AND LANGUAGE INTERGRATED
LEARNING IN THE UNIVERSITY AND COMMON
FOREIGN LANGUAGE CURRICULUM PLANNING

A.A.Povalyaev
Belarus State Economic University

In recent years the system of foreign language education in
Belarus undergoes several changes. It is the result of some rea-
sons: first,because of the social-political changes in Eastern Eu-
rope and the formation of New Independent States (NIS). As a
result of that Belarus received new opportunities for the devel-
opment of the National System of Education choosing inde-
pendently the priorities for academic reforms.

Second, we became more open for international contacts and
cooperation including the sphere of education and academic re-
search. As aresult of that a flow of international experience in
the form of foreign books and publications, other materials, spe-
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cialists, researchers, academic exchange programmes including
those for the linguistic aspects was rapidly increasing on acon-
stant basis. Belarus specialists received an opportunity to at-
tend international conferences, seminars, workshops more fre-
quently and to study the European experience including the
problems of modern foreign languages (FL) education in Eu-
rope.

The major development in education in general and in lan-
guage learning is a growing understanding of it as a social in-
stitution that serves some fundamental needs.

The changes that took place during the last few years af-
fected the attitude and the approach to foreign language skills
both on the behalf of teachers and students. Educators are no
longer satisfied with the traditional FL teaching and students
express more interest in learning FL as they became more moti-
vated because now there is a real opportunity for them to visit
different foreign states, see the world, communicate with
young people in different foreign countries in their native lan-
guage or to continue the education in colleges and Universities
abroad. High proficiency in foreign languages became a very
important target for them because of the computer education
and their future career.

All this, on one hand, expands the basis for teaching FL. On
the other hand, there arise several problems which are to be
solved in order to achieve the success. It is evident that teach-
ing FL not only for some practical purposes, but also for the
professional orientation gives better results. And here we may
speak about the content and language integrated learning
(CLIL) — teaching foreign languages through core academic
subjects and courses. Belarus State Economic University has al-
ready such an experience as every academic year we invite for-
eign professors to deliver lectures and conduct practical classes
with our students in marketing, finance, management, com-
merce, law, etc. All lectures are delivered by foreign professors
in their native language. Thus, the students should have good
command of foreign languages and still master them during
the professional courses.

We also received very good results from our cooperation
with the University of Surrey (UK) under the project of Re-
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gional Academic Exchange Programme (REAP) with the assis-
tance of the British Council and Know-How Foundation. One of
the aspects of this cooperation was to update the existing aca-
demic courses and modules in marketing, management, com-
merce, finance and to create some new, translate them into Eng-
lish and prepare for the accreditation in the UK. We imple-
mented this work and in the nearest future some of these
courses could be taught in English to our students both by for-
eign and national professors. We hope that this will be a good
example of the CLIL development in Belarus.

We have entered the XXI century, marking the considerable
changes going on in Western and Eastern Europe there is a
growth of understanding of FL education in all European coun-
tries and all over the world. The concept of the construction of
Common European home brought the idea of modern FL learn-
ing for European citizenship. That was a qualitatively new
stage for the major part of European states as what previously
was accepted, but mainly declarative in the field of FL educa-
tion (e.g. high standards of skills, succession and continuity of
learning) became very acute under the new conditions in Eu-
rope.

The same conditions influenced the Republic of Belarus.
That is why in April 1998 the new Republican Programme "For-
eign Languages” was adopted by the Belarus Government and
the Ministry of Education.

In the Programme the main directions for FL education in
Belarus are stated. The Programme reflects common features
and objectives of the advanced European experience.

Though European states have common attitude towards FL
curricula, they also have some peculiarities and face some spe-
cific national problems. Belarus is not an exception. The com-
mon basis for FL education is reflected in Belarus FL Programme:

- a National policy for modern FL education;

- the different nature of education in the secondary school
and university is to be considered;

- teaching methods should be communicative and student
oriented to provide the opportunity for the natural FL use;

- high standards qualification of FL teachers and teachers’
training should be considered;

29



- teams of FL curriculaexperts working together to identify
FL curricula development;

- edition of national FL textbooks and selection of the
original material;

- quality assessment;

- international cooperation.

Together with a number of complicated points to be solved
for the present FL teaching the most disputable is the problem
of a national FL curriculum. Many different models exist for
implementing the ideainto practice. Though the models may be
very different all of them have the roots in educational model.
There are many publications on this aspect. One more point is —
what we want our students to know and to do during their stud-
ies at each level and on graduation from the university.

On answering these problems we come to the idea of a "bal-
anced” curriculum. We all have our own view of what consti-
tutes abalanced curriculum and what are the fundamental prin-
cipals of education. So, here we are to look at the curriculum as
a totality, but not a piecemeal to ensure a balanced educational
opportunities . Then, this need for the balance is to be consid-
ered not only within education, but understanding that educa-
tion consists of learning through subjects rather than learning
of subjects.

The stated above experimental work shows that CLIL is fac-
ing alot of problems which we can’t solve alone without the spe-
cial support. It is very important not to hide the problems, but to
discuss them openly trying to find solutions at different levels.

HEKOTOPBIE OCOBEHHOCTH HEIIPEPBIBHOT'O
9KOHOMHYECKOI0O OBPA3SOBAHHA

H.M. ABgeenko
Benopyccruii zocydapcmeernbLil
dKOHOMUYECKULL YyHuBepcumem

EauHCTBO ¥ HENpepsIBHOCTh CUCTEeMBI 00pasdoBaHus obecme-
YMBAIOTCA COIJIACOBAHHOCTHIO Y4YeOHEIX NJIAHOB M IIPOrpaMM,
IIPEeMCTBEHHOCTbIO CTyneHe Hu ¢GopM o0O0ydYeHHs, CO3ZAHHEM
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