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3KcnepmHbni yttem - 3mo oow1 u3 BUooe yttema, c noMOUfb/O Komopozo, npu
MemlJI uccneooeamenbcKue, OHQJ/umuttecKUe u opyzue cnoco6bl 3Kcnepma, ycma
Ha(IJlueaemcR mo•mocmb <jJuHOHCOGblX om•1emoe. 3Kcnepm11b1ii yttem uHozoa co
nocma(JJIJ!emcR. c mBopttecKUM yttemoM, oonaKO, 3mo CClMocmoamenbHblU auo 
y'lema, nonynRpnocmb Komopozo cKopo pacmem 6 Mupe . flo3mOMJI ZfeRb cmambu 
- 6blRCHUmb, KQKUe 603.MO:JICflOCmu ti nepcneKmU6b/ npuMeHeHWI 3KCnepmH020 
y'lema a Jlumee . flpoeeoennbrii a11QJ/U3 no3eonJ1em oeJramb 6bl600, 'Imo npUMeHe
Hue 3KCnepmH020 yttema 6 flumae, KOK U 6 R1060U Opyzou cmpaHe, R6JIRemCR l{ene
C006pa3HblM. OoHOKO cneoyem KOHCmamupoeamb cpaKm, 'Imo cnelfUQJ/UCfnbl 3mo
zo euoa y11ema ZOm06RmCJI mORbKO 6 y11uaepcumemax ClllA. flo3m0My npu Ol{eH
Ke nepcneKmU6 npUMeHeHUR 3KCnepmH020 y11ema 6 flumee cneoyem ynOMRHymb 0 
eaJICHocmu 11 Heo6xooUMocmu noozomoeKu 3mux cnel{UQJ/ucmoe e yHueepcume
max l/JIU 6 Opyzu.x 6blCWUX y'le6HblX 306eOeHURX pecny6nUKU. 

Forensic accounting is one of the branches of accounting, which helps through 
exploratory. analy tical and other expert's skills to determine the accuracy of the 
financial statements. Although forensic accounting is often equated with creative 
accounting, it has existed for a sufficiently long time in the world. Due to the in
creasing impact of business environments on business entities, the popularity of 
such branch of accounting is rapidly growing. Therefore, the purpose of the pre
sent article is to find out what are the prospects of application of forensic account
ing in Lithuania. The analysis allows us to state that in Lithuania, as well as in any 
other count1y, the application of forensic accounting should be appropriate. Un
fortunately. it is necessary to observe that such specialists are prepared only in the 
United States universities. Therefore, after the evaluation of prospects of forensic 
accounting in Lithuania it is necessary to stress the need to prepare such special
ists in the universities or in other higher institutions of the country. 

It is important to mention that the term "forensic accounting" was first used in 1946 
by Maurice E. Peloubet in his book "Forensic accounting: its place in today's economy". 
This branch of accounting, nowadays widely developed in the United States, was not 
systematized until 1976, when the first academic works on forensic accounting ap
peared. So, at first glance it might seem that this branch of accounting is perhaps the 
youngest; however, this method of accounting had been already applied in the era of 
Egyptian civilization. According to R. Brown (2009), it had been used by clerks 
who made lists of and counted all the valuable pharaohs' items and their property. 

It is necessary to state that during this period forensic accounting is considered 
to be one of those fields that have a continually growing need of specialists. Accord
ing to S.L. Skalak, T.W. Golden, M.M. Clayton, J.S. Pill (2011 ), namely this branch 
of accounting is the fastest developing field of accounting. Therefore, quite much 
research has been done in this area. Among the foreign researchers who analysed this 
topic should be mentioned such researchers as T.W. Singleton (2007, 2008, 2010), 

165 



D.L. Crumbley (2002, 2005, 2009), M. Nagrini (2012), and others. Unfortunately, in 
Lithuania this topic has not been practically analysed, so there is no research developed.· 

However, despite the fact that research on this topic in Lithuania is scarce, it 
should be noted that, as the practice of forensic accounting reveals, experts are still 
needed, because they can work in different fields ranging from public institutions, 
such as the Financial Crime Investigation Service (FCIS) or Special Investigation 
Service (STT), to the private sector. Such a wide range of activities and fields, as 
G. Smith and D. Crumbley (2009) point out, is due to the growing globalization of 
businesses and the strengthening of accounting and taxation requirements . 

Thus, the object of the present research is forensic accounting. 
The purpose of the research is to accomplish an analysis of prospects of foren-

sic accounting application in Lithuania. 
In order the research was successful and reliable, it has the following tasks: 
- to accomplish a comparative analysis of forensi c accounting and audit; 
- to identify the peculiarities of forensic accounting activity; 
- to anticipate and evaluate the prospects of forensic accounting application in 

Lithuania. 
The work encompasses an analysis of foreign scientific literature, empirical 

studies and economic literature as well as a practical study on the issues of forensic 
accounting, its concept and evaluation of its prospects. In order to accomplish the 
research the following methods have been used: accumulation of information, 
comparison, classification, generalization, etc . 

Relation between forensic accounting and audit 
It should be noted that forensic accountant 's and auditor 's work is very simi

lar, therefore most of the forensic accountants start their career as assistant audi
tors, then auditors, and finally becoming good specialists of forensic accounting. 
According to C.T. Homgren, W.T. Harrison, L.S. Bamber, B. Willis, B. Jones 
(2005), both auditors and forensic accountants may be called accountants, but the 
statement that an auditor is an accountant raises not only a scientific debate. The 
main difference between the forensic accountant and auditor is that forensic ac
countant is employed to carry out a financial investigation, to confirm or to deny 
the existence of irregularities of fraud and creative accounting, which are consid
ered as tax evasion. Another fairly big difference is that auditors use selection 
method, and thus rely on the assumption that if some major cash transactions were 
carried out in accordance with the laws, other, smaller operations, may also be per
formed in the same way, i.e . without breaking the law. Meanwhile, forensic ac
countants in their work do not apply any statistical or other selection methods, but 
review absolutely all operations in order to fully ensure fair, uninfluenced by any 
conditions assessment of the company. Therefore, due to the peculiarities of the 
work, as S. Pedneault, M. Sheetz, H. Silverstone, F. Rudewicz (2012) point out, 
forensic accountants are more sceptical and more captious than auditors, because 
they are usually hired with a clear objective - to identify signs of fraud, cases of 
application of illegal taxation, fraud schemes, to detect other small or big fraud 
performed by both the company's management and employees. 

It is important to note that despite the existing differences there are several simi
larities in the activity of forensic accountant and auditor. According to S. Rama
moorti (2008), forensic accounting bases its activities on the same fraud triangle in 
order to examine all of the activity subtleties of the company concerned and to dis
cover the beginning of possible fraud. This triangle is divided into three parts, which 
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consist of the opportunities, motivation and realization. It is argued that favourable 
conditions are created to all of these three elements, allowing the appearance of mis
takes and fraud. However, different definitions of the components of the fraud trian
gle in the scientific literature enabled Bressler, M. S., Bressler, L. A. (2007) to im
prove the fraud triangle and present it in the form of a square (see Picture l ). 
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cture I - Transformations of the Fraud triangle 
Source : compiled by authors with reference to Albrecht, W. S .. Williams, T. L., Wernz. G . W. ( 1995), 
Cressey, D.R. (1973), Bressler, M. S., Bressler, L.A. (2007) . 

Cressey, D.R. (1973), who had first proposed the concept oftbe fraud triangle, ex
plained that the pressure to commit fraud can be identified with a person's internal mo
tives, but stressed the fact that the existence of financial difficulties does not mean that 
he or she will be inclined to commit fraud. He also stressed that the pressure can be of 
three types - a personal pressure to pay for the promoted lifestyle, pressure by the em
ployer (company's management) to meet the interests of the company in spite of his 
own, and the external pressure. The man who resolves to commit financial fraud should 
have an incentive, opportunity, and how to justify all of this, more specifically - every
thing he is going to do must have a rational explanation. However, Albrecht, W. S., Wil
liams, T. L. Wernz, G. W. (1995) proved that one more element must be added to the 
fraud triangle - the ability. As M. J. Kranacher, R. Riley J.i. Wells (2010) note, it is this 
element that is the most important to forensic accountant, thus the performed research 
dwells namely upon the assessment of this element. After all , if a person has the motiva
tion and opportunity to deceive someone, he has to have the ability to do that. For exam
ple, if a person does not understand how to keep the account book, he does not know 
how to fill it and how to manipulate the numbers, no matter what opportunity or incen
tive he has, still he will not be able to commit fraud. The most important thing to note is 
that unlike the auditor, forensic accountant is able not only to apply his accounting 
knowledge, but he can relate it with the criminal law, civil law and criminology. 

The peculiarities of forensic accounting activities and its prospects in 
Lithuania 

The possibility to find plenty of information on forensic accounting and its ob
jectives often gives clients the impression that forensic accountant can detect and 
find out any, even the most carefully planned deception, regardless of its size and 
duration . However, only intuition or knowledge that there is something wrong in 
the commercial activities of the company is not enough to present the conclusions 
of the transparency of the financial reporting. According to K.C. Carnes, N.J. Gier
lasinski (200 I), in order to reveal fraud one should have enough time to find 
enough evidence that would be suitable for use in court and reveal the fraud . 

Traditionally, forensic accountant analyses the received accounts and invoic
ing, account books, tax records, various accounting registers in order to determine 
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how and when a fraud or their group has been made. However, due to the recent 
emergence of infoTITiation technology and developing consumer skills, accounting 
documents are more often stored on computers that are protected by passwords. 
Thus, according to W.T. Thornhill ( 1995), forensic accountant should be also able 
to work as a programmer who can restore the information on the computer and to 
find signs of deception, even if the information has been removed from the infor
mation media. Such cases of fraud are difficult to prove - it is difficult to collect a 
sufficient number of evidence, not only because of the lack of some of the docu
ments or some records, but also due to the fact that a person acting on the Internet 
can protect his identity and he can successfully hide computer identification codes 
by using some software tools. For these reasons it is very important to a forensic 
accountant not only to know the latest technologies or fraud techniques and their 
subtleties, but also to know them well in order to be able to prove fraud. 

It should be noted that in Lithuania, unlike the United States, new specialists 
have not appeared yet. Their existence, as W. D. Huber (2013) states, not only en
ables to identify a greater number of frauds or their schemes on an international 
level , but also facilitates the work of officials of financial crimes enforcement as 
forensic accountants usually collect the proper evidence for the rrial themselves . In 
addition, there is a practice that they introduce the lawyers with the cases of fraud
sters, tricksters, advise what questions to ask to witnesses, and often they them
selves become witnesses . This profession is extremely important not only to en
courage the country's competitiveness, but also to accelerate the process of global
ization of corporate activities, as forensic accountants often find such evidence that 
is practically inaccessible to lawyers who do not have accounting knowledge. So, 
in this field, when the country faces with a relatively high degree of the shadow 
economy, forensic accounting has a number of opportunities and prospects to adapt 
in Lithuania. In addition, with the existence of such professionals it is likely that 
fraud would become much rarer and more conservative phenomenon, because at 
this time not only Lithuania, but also other countries famous for the degree of their 
shadow-wide economies, lack officers with legal and accounting knowledge. And 
the existence of such specialists and respective laws regulating their activities 
might be one of the means of the fight against the underground economy. 

It should be noted that forensic accountant's services in case of divorce are a 
widespread phenomenon abroad. According to G.A. Pasco (2012), it is difficult 
enough to prove to which of the spouses one or the other purchase of significant ft
nancia\ va)ue acqu1red during the mamage rightfu\ly belongs. Thus, ex:perts cou\tl 
establish themselves in this field - to help to one of the spouses to find out, to confirm 
or to deny the predictions that their family possessions had been concealed from him, 
in order to avoid the division of assets. Jn Lithuania, slightly, but with divorce rates 
increasing, these experts could help ex-spouses to share their assets fairly. In this way, 
forensic accounting specialists investigating the bank accounts, business deals, finan
cial projects, and other documents, referring to the specific circumstances and the le
gal requirements, search for hidden assets and income, conflicting financial docu
ments, assess businesses, ~ther information for lawyers, which can be useful for di
vorce process. On the other hand, although the range of work of such professionals is 
wide, the possibilities of its application in the field of divorce in Lithuania are very 
low. First of all , since in Lithuania there are many divorce agencies that offer not only 
\ego.\ se'N\ces, qu\c'V-1.\\'lo!ce, w,<;,e\ reco'lery , o."\\mo·w; \o "\)e a~o.r(l.e<'.,"\)u\ i\so \)S';l~(T 
logical assistance to divorcing people. In addition, the prices of such services are fal-
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ling - discounts are increasingly applied, divorce agencies offer a variety of promo
tions to attract customers. Therefore, competition to join this field would be very big 
and forensic accounting to adapt in this field in Lithuania has few possibilities. 

However, the need of such specialists in Lithuania really exists. To prove that 
statement two cases of bankruptcy of two Lithuanian banks - AB "Snoras" and AB 
"- kio bankas" for - can be presented, the bankruptcy of which had a significant im
pact not only on businesses, but also on public institutions. Bankruptcy administrator 
of AB "Snoras" and his team concluded that, although the bank had declared 2.9 
billion Litas of underlying financial assets, it was found that this property was only 
about 300 million Litas. According to the bankruptcy administrator, the deficit was a 
result of activity of two major shareholders. However, the bankruptcy administrator 
together with the employees of the bank and advisors in foreign countries in order to 
identify, protect, and restore the bank's assets, found more than 2 billion Litas of the 
bank's assets in Lithuania and abroad. So, this example proves that forensic account
ant has a number of opportunities and prospects to adapt in Lithuania. 

However, it should be noted that, unlike in some countries, Lithuania does not 
prepare any forensic accounting specialists. While economics and law are one of 
the most popular study programmes among the graduates, there is no joint pro
gramme to prepare forensic accountants . However, it should be noted that the pos
sibility to establish a new specialty that combines economics and law is quite high. 
In addition, the very study module as a forensic accounting should not only in
crease the knowledge of prospective accountants but should also make this profes
sion more attractive among the students. 

Forensic accounting is one of the fields which in the world have a constantly grow
ing need for professionals due to increasing number of rraud initiated by the company's 
management or employees. The scientific analysis of the literature showed that forensic 
accountants, investigating bank accounts, business deals, financial projects, and other 
documents, referring to the specific circumstances and the legal requirements, look for 
hidden assets and income, conflicting financial documents, assess businesses, collect 
information to lawyers, etc. lt should be noted that, despite the existing demand for 
specialists, Lithuanian universities or other higher schools of the country do not prepare 
any forensic accountants. Specialists trained abroad are not interested in returning to 
Lithuania to work due to the anti-competitive salary. 
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OA. llJO/,/KO 
BI'3Y (MuHcK) 

OCOl>EHHOCTH OPUMEHEHJUI AMOPTH3AUHOHHOH IlPEMHH 
B YCJIOBIDIX IlPOBE)J.EHHSI IlEPEO:QEHKH OCHOBHbIX CPE)J.CTB 

B cmambe pacc.MompeH nopROOK npU3HaHWl u ompaJ1CeH1m B 6yx2W1mepcKOM 
ytteme OmJIOJICeHHblX HWl0206b1X 06113ameJ1bCmB, 603HUKalOUfUX npu npUMeHeHllU 
a.Mopmu3a£1UOHHOu npeMuu. Ha npzwepax npueeoeHo cpaeHeHue npUMeHeHwt 
a.MopmU3Q/,/UOHHOU npeMUU u ompaxeHWI 6 6yx2W1mepcKOM y'leme 603HUKH06e
HW! u no2aweHW! om.noxeHH020 HW102oeo20 o6.R3ame11bcmea e yc11oewi npoeeoe
HW! u He npoeeoeHwi nepeo£JeHKu ocHoe11bvc cpeocme. 

The article describes the procedure for recognition and reflection in the ac
counting of deferred tax liabilities arising from the application of bonus deprecia
tion. On a comparison of examples of application of bonus depreciation and for 
accounting and payment of a deferred tax liability in terms of conduct and not the 
revaluation offvced assets. 

Bee.neHHe HOBWeCTB B OTe'lecTBeHHYl-0 Y'leTHYl-0 CHCTeMY o6ycnoeneHO, 
npe>1<.ne ecero, np11Mettett11eM e 6yxnurrepcKOM )"leTe npHHLlHnoe Me~yttapo.!l
HblX CTaH,llapTOB cpHH3HCOBOH OT'leTHOCTH. 

CpeJJ.H TaKHX HOBWeCTe BbUJ.em11-0T HCTO'IHHK CTHMymtp083HHll HHBeCTHLlHH, 
K3K aMOpTH3aUHOHHaJI npeMHll, H BblTeK31-0lllHH nocne ee npHMCHeHHll 06'beKT 
6yxranTepcKoro y>ie-ra, KaK oTno)l(eHttoe Hanoroeoe o6ll3aTeJibCTBO. 

HoBblH Mexamt3M, U03B0Jllll-Oll{HH CHH3HTb Hanor H3 npH6bUJb, - 3MOpTl13a
LlHOHHaJI npeMHJI, - nol!BHJJCll e ttanoroeoM 33KOHO.!l3TeJibCTBe Pecny6JIHKH I>ena
pycb c 1 S1.Heapll 2012 roJI.a. 

Cornactto no.u.n . 2.6 n . 2 CT. 130 Hanoroeoro Ko.neKca Pecny6mtKH I>enapycb 
(]JJ3TeJlbll{HK HMeeT npaeo BKJll-O'IHTb 8 COCT3B 33Tp3T no npOH380)l.CTBY H peanH-
33LlHH TOBapoe (pa6oT, ycnyr) '13CTb nepBOH3'13JlbHOH CTOHMOCTH OCHOBHblX 
cpe,UCTB, ccpopMHpOB3HHOH B 6yxranTepCKOM y'leTe (3a HCKJll-O'leHHe npHHllTHll 
ocHOBHbtX cpeJICTB e Ka'leCTee 061,eKTa no ,aoroeopaM apeHD.bl (mt3Httra), ,aoeep11-
TeJ1bfforo ynpaenettHll, a TaIOKe Bl<Jla,D,a B ycTaBHblH <l>OHJl (npocroe TOBapHlUCCTBO 
HJIH X03.!IHCTBeHHYl-O rpynny) H cny'laee 6e3B03Me3,llHOro nony'leHH.11 3THX 
cpe.U.CTB) B MeC.111..le, c KOTOporo H3'1HH31-0T HC'IHCJll!TbCll 3MOpTl-1331.lHOHHbie OT
qucnemu1 e 6yxranTepcKOM y'le-re, e cnenyiom11x npe.!lenax: 
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