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Введение

Учебно-методический комплекс (электронный учебно-методический комплекс) содержит совокупность документов, направленных на создание содержательных, методических и организационных условий для подготовки студентов специальности 1-23 01 02 Лингвистическое обеспечение межкультурных коммуникаций (по направлениям) по дисциплине "Страноведение 1 ин. яз.» (Модуль «Страноведение Великобритании»).
УМК (ЭУМК) включает учебно-программную документацию, материалы для теоретического изучения дисциплины (конспект лекций, планы семинарских занятий), методические материалы для контроля знаний студентов (тесты для промежуточного и итогового контроля знаний), вспомогательные материалы, включающие методические рекомендации по изучению отдельных тем дисциплины и по самостоятельной работе студентов. 
Цель УМК (ЭУМК) – формирование у будущих специалистов в области межкультурной коммуникации социокультурной коммуникативной компетенции на основе овладения необходимым объемом страноведческих знаний для эффективного осуществления профессиональной деятельности в условиях межкультурного сотрудничества.
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ПОЯСНИТЕЛЬНАЯ ЗАПИСКА

В период глобализации и усиления интеграционных процессов в мире возрастает необходимость более глубокого осознания поликультурности современного мира для успешного осуществления диалога культур и межкультурного взаимодействия во всех сферах деятельности. 


Для специалистов в области лингвистического обеспечения межкультурных коммуникаций всесторонние знания реалий страны изучаемого языка и национально специфических черт ее жителей является необходимым условием овладения профессией. 

В системе подготовки по специальности 1-23 01 02 «Лингвистическое обеспечение межкультурных коммуникаций (по направлениям)» изучение учебной дисциплины «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.» предусмотрено в цикле специальных учебных дисциплин и тесно связано с такими общенаучными и общепрофессиональными учебными дисциплинами, как культурология, всемирная история, религиоведение, мировая литература, теория межкультурной коммуникации, социолингвистика, прагматика, а также всеми дисциплинами, направленными на формирование коммуникативной компетенции на первом изучаемом иностранном языке.

Данная программа предусматривает преподавание учебной дисциплины «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.» на английском и русском языках и тематически построена на материале основных англоязычных стран – Соединенного Королевства Великобритании и Северной Ирландии и Соединенных Штатов Америки, а также Республики Беларусь и Российской Федерации. 

Цель дисциплины – формирование у будущих специалистов в области межкультурной коммуникации социокультурной коммуникативной компетенции на основе изучения страноведческих фактов и реалий; овладение необходимым объемом знаний (исторических и культуроведческих сведений о национальном своеобразии, образе жизни наций и народностей стран изучаемого языка, исторических фактов, природно-географических особенностей, культуры, экономики) для эффективного осуществления профессиональной деятельности в условиях межкультурного сотрудничества.
Изучение дисциплины «Страноведение» 1 ин. яз.» на иностранном языке способствует комплексной реализации целей обучения иностранному языку: общеобразовательных, развивающих и воспитательных. 

Образовательные цели заключаются в овладении основными видами речевой деятельности и формировании соответствующих языковых и речевых навыков и умений; обогащении языкового, речевого и личностного опыта студентов посредством расширения общего кругозора и активизации процесса профессионального самоопределения на основе усвоения культуроведческих и лингвострановедческих реалий.
Развивающие цели состоят в обеспечении когнитивного, коммуникативного и эмоционального развития студентов посредством овладения способами формирования и формулирования мысли на иностранном языке, укрепления лингвистического компонента гуманитарного мышления, обогащения эмоционально-чувственной сферы личности, формирования языковой способности в единстве речепорождения и речевосприятия.
Воспитательные цели направлены на обогащение духовного мира студентов, воспитание у них культуры мышления, чувств, речевого поведения; формирование гуманистических ценностных ориентаций, готовности к межкультурной коммуникации, социализацию личности.

Освоение программы по данной учебной дисциплине должно способствовать формированию у специалиста следующих компетенций:


академических

- AК-1. Уметь применять базовые научно-теоретические знания для решения теоретических и практических задач.

- AК-2. Владеть системным и сравнительным анализом.

- АК-4. Уметь работать самостоятельно.

- АК-8. Обладать навыками устной и письменной коммуникации;


социально-личностных 

- СЛК-1. Обладать качествами гражданственности.

- СЛК-3. Быть способным к социальному взаимодействию.

- СЛК-3. Обладать способностью к межличностным коммуникациям.


профессиональных компетенций специалиста, а именно:  

- ПК-2. Обладать знанием культурных норм и ограничений в общении, обычаев, традиций и этикета;

- ПК-3. Следовать поведенческим стандартам. Ориентироваться в коммуникативных средствах, присущих национальному менталитету с учетом сословной и иной вариативности.

- ПК-7. Уметь адекватно интерпретировать коммуникативное поведение представителей иной культуры. 

В результате изучения учебной дисциплины «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.» обучаемый должен

знать:

· основные факты, события, реалии и персоналии, связанные с историей, культурой и географией стран изучаемого первого иностранного языка;

· сведения о культурных ценностях, традициях и особенностях поведения, присущих представителям народов рассматриваемых стран;

· связь исторического развития нации и национального языка;

уметь: 

· характеризовать государственные, политические и экономические системы изучаемых стран;

· анализировать информацию о текущих социально-политических и экономических процессах и культурных событиях, происходящих в данных странах;

· воспринимать информацию страноведческого характера из оригинальных источников на изучаемом иностранном языке;

· обобщать, систематизировать полученный лингвострановедческий материал, выделять главное, делать выводы;
· рассматривать культурно-исторические, социально-политические и экономические реалии в контрастивном плане; 

· продуктивно использовать страноведческую и социокультурную информацию в устном общении;

иметь  навыки:

· работы с источниками информации исторического, политического и социокультурного содержания на изучаемом иностранном языке, применяя все виды чтения (изучающее, ознакомительное, просмотровое, поисковое), предполагающие разную степень понимания и смысловой компрессии;
· восприятия на слух и переработки информации из аудио- и видеопрограмм, телевизионных новостей;

· устных выступлений и ведения академической дискуссии по социокультурным и политическим вопросам на изучаемом иностранном языке.

Для учебной дисциплины «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.» специальности  1-23 01 02 «Лингвистическое обеспечение межкультурных коммуникаций (по направлениям)» всего часов 164, из них всего часов аудиторных 64, в том числе 44 часа – лекции, 20 часов – семинарские занятия. Рекомендуемые формы контроля – экзамен.

СОДЕРЖАНИЕ УЧЕБНОГО МАТЕРИАЛА

Тема 1 Страноведение как учебная дисциплина

Введение. Цели, задачи, объект и предмет дисциплины «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.». Место и значение страноведения как учебной дисциплины в системе подготовки специалистов в области лингвистического обеспечения межкультурных коммуникаций. 

Основные теоретические положения, базовые понятия и термины учебной дисциплины. 

Тема 2 Физико-географическая характеристика стран изучаемого языка

Общая характеристика страны изучаемого языка. 

Географическое положение, физико-географические особенности: территория, рельеф, моря, реки, озера, полезные ископаемые, климат. 

Физико-географические особенности как фактор геополитики. 

Административное деление, региональные и культурные особенности и различия.

Тема 3 Историко-культурное наследие и его влияние на формирование национального характера носителей изучаемого языка

Основные исторические события и этапы становления государственности страны изучаемого языка. Факторы и закономерности формирования и исторического развития государства и национальной культуры, национального характера, менталитета и национальной идентичности в странах изучаемого языка. Сравнение с историческими вехами развития белорусской нации. 

Тема 4 Государственное и политическое устройство страны/стран изучаемого языка


Государственное и политическое устройство страны изучаемого языка. Тип государственного строя; конституция и ее основные принципы; ветви власти.


Современная политическая сцена страны: основные политические партии, их исторические корни, сходства и различия политических платформ. 


Избирательная система. 


Внешняя и внутренняя политика государства.

Тема 5 Экономическое развитие и международное экономическое сотрудничество страны/стран изучаемого языка в условиях глобализации


Экономика страны изучаемого языка: история, современное состояние и перспективы. Тип, структура экономики, инструменты управления, роль государства в регулировании экономической деятельности. Секторы и основные отрасли экономики, финансовые институты, экономические регионы. 
Особенности экономического развития страны изучаемого языка в течение последнего десятилетия. Текущие тенденции в экономике страны. 


Роль и место экономики страны в системе мирохозяйственных связей. Участие страны изучаемого языка в международном экономическом сотрудничестве и интеграционных процессах в условиях глобализации.

Тема 6 
Социально-демографическая и конфессиональная ситуация и политика страны изучаемого языка

Население страны изучаемого языка. Этнический состав населения. Конфессиональная принадлежность.


Иммиграция и иммиграционная политика государства. Проблема мультикультурализма в странах изучаемого языка. Узловые проблемы межэтнических отношений в странах изучаемого языка. 


Демографические тенденции в обществе. Социальные проблемы: занятость населения, проблемы молодежи, социальное расслоение общества. 
Тема 7 Социокультурное многообразие страны изучаемого языка


Национальная самобытность, особенности национального характера, менталитета жителей стран изучаемого языка. 


Основные культурные ценности. Официальные государственные символы и неофициальные национальные символы стран изучаемого языка. 


Культурные традиции и культурное наследие страны: нравы, обычаи, традиции, праздники, обряды, фольклор, духовное наследие. 


Особенности коммуникативного поведения представителей страны изучаемого языка. 


Система образования. Средства массовой информации. 


Краткий очерк о вкладе деятелей изобразительного искусства, музыки, архитектуры, литературы страны изучаемого языка в мировую культуру.

Тема 8 Этнолингвистическая ситуация и ее исторические предпосылки


Краткий очерк истории изучаемого языка: место изучаемого языка в классификации мировых языков, исторические корни, периоды истории изучаемого языка, их хронологические рамки, памятники, основные исторические изменения в языковой системе, влияние других языков. 
Региональные варианты. Современная языковая ситуация в странах изучаемого языка и языковая политика государства. 


Роль и место изучаемого языка в мире в условиях глобализации и международной интеграции
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Тест.

	3
	Историко-культурное наследие и его влияние на формирование национального характера носителей изучаемого языка
	12
	
	2
	
	[3, 8, 16, 18, 19]

[1, 3, 7]
	
	Устный опрос.

Презентации.

Тест. 

	4
	Государственное и политическое устройство страны/стран изучаемого языка
	8
	
	4
	
	[2, 3, 8, 19]

[1, 2]
	
	Устный опрос.

Презентации.

Тест.

	5
	Экономическое развитие и международное экономическое сотрудничество страны/стран изучаемого языка в условиях глобализации
	4
	
	2
	
	[3, 8, 11]

[1, 2]
	
	Устный опрос.

Презентации.

Тест.

	6
	Социально-демографическая и конфессиональная ситуация и политика страны изучаемого языка
	4
	
	2
	
	[1, 2, 3, 8, 19]

[2, 8]


	
	Устный опрос.

Презентации.

Тест.

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	7
	Социокультурное многообразие страны изучаемого языка
	8
	
	2
	
	[1, 3, 4, 8, 10, 14, 19]

[9, 13, 14,16]
	
	Устный опрос.

Презентации.

Тест.

	8
	Этнолингвистическая ситуация в стране изучаемого языка и ее исторические предпосылки.
	8
	
	4
	
	[3, 8]

[2, 8]
	
	Устный опрос.

Тест. 

	
	ИТОГО:
	44
	
	20
	
	
	
	Экзамен


ИНФОРМАЦИОННО-МЕТОДИЧНЕСКАЯ ЧАСТЬ
Методические рекомендации по организации самостоятельной работы студентов по учебной дисциплине 

В овладении знаниями учебной дисциплины важным этапом является самостоятельная работа студентов. Рекомендуется бюджет времени для самостоятельной работы в среднем 2-2,5 часа на 2-х часовое аудиторное занятие.

Основными направлениями самостоятельной работы студента являются:

· ознакомление с программой учебной дисциплины;

· ознакомление со списком рекомендуемой литературы по дисциплине в целом и ее разделам, изучение необходимой литературы по теме, подбор дополнительной литературы; 

· изучение лекционного материала преподавателя и его расширение за счет ознакомления с рекомендованной литературой и материалами;

· подготовка к семинарским занятиям по специально разработанным планам с изучением рекомендуемой литературы;

· подготовка к выполнению диагностических форм контроля (тесты, коллоквиумы, контрольные работы и т.п.);

· подготовка к экзамену.

Организация самостоятельной работы студентов

Текущая самостоятельная работа студентов направлена на углубление и закрепление знаний студента, развитие практических умений и включает следующие виды работ:

– анализ материала;

– выполнение проблемных домашних заданий;

– подготовка к мини-опросам;

– подготовка к тестам для тематического контроля;

– просмотр документальных видеопрограмм и художественных фильмов, рекомендованных по тематике дисциплины. 

Творческая проблемно ориентированная самостоятельная работа нацелена на развитие интеллектуальных умений, комплекса универсальных (общекультурных) и профессиональных компетенций, повышение творческого потенциала студентов, включает следующие виды работ:

– выполнение индивидуальных и групповых проектов;

– написание рефератов;

– докладов;

– поиск дополнительного фактического материала в оригинальной литературе и средствах массовой информации на изучаемом иностранном языке, подготовка презентаций.

Контроль самостоятельной работы

1. Качество работы студентов с практическими материалами контролируется на практических занятиях в виде мини-опросов, индивидуальных заданий, презентаций проектов.

2. Письменные домашние задания проверяются и оцениваются преподавателем. По результатам проверки домашних заданий при необходимости проводятся консультации.

3. Проекты, доклады оцениваются преподавателем и студентами на занятии по результатам защиты проекта в виде презентации.

ЛИТЕРАТУРА

АНГЛИЙСКИЙ ЯЗЫК

Основная:

1. Белова, К.А. The UK: country and people = Соединенное королевство: страна и люди: учебн.-метод. пособие / К.А. Белова. – Минск: БГЭУ, 2018. – 102 с.
2. Козикис, Д.Д. Страноведение. Великобритания = British Studies: Учеб. пособие / Д.Д. Козикис, Г.И. Медведев, Н.В. Демченко. – 3-е изд. – Минск: Лексис, 2007. – 120 c.
3. Новик, Н.А. Страноведение. США: география, история, экономика, культура / Н.А. Новик. – Минск: Выш. шк., 2015. – 245 с.

Дополнительная

4. Барановский Л.С. Добрый день, Британия! : учеб. пособие / Л.С. Барановский, Д.Д. Козикис. — Минск: Выш. школа, 2006. — 271 с.

5. Барановский, Л.С. Hello, America! / Добрый день, Америка! Пособие для учащихся 11—12 кл. / Л.С. Барановский, Д.Д. Козикис. – Минск.: Выш. школа, 2007. – 223 с.

6. Леонович, О.А. Страноведение Великобритании: учеб. пособие / О.А. Леонович. – М.: КДУ, 2004. – 256 с. 

7. Нестерчук, Г.В. США и американцы / Г.В. Нестерчук, В.М. Иванова. – Минск: Выш. школа, 2004. – 263 c.

8. Солонович, Т.Ф. British Studies = Страноведение Великобритании : электр. учеб.-метод. издание / Т.Ф. Солонович. – Минск: БГЭУ. – 110 с.
9. Bladon, R. England // Macmillan Cultural Readers / R. Bladon. – Macmillan, 2013. – 95 p. 

10.  Brown, K. Oxford Guide to British and American Culture/ K. Brown, G. Cook, A. Cruse et al. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2005. – 374 p.

11. Conte, Ch. Outline of the U.S. Economy / Ch. Conte. – U.S. Department of State Office of International Information Programs. – 152 p. 

12. Falk, R. Spotlight on the USA / R. Falk. – Oxford Univ. Press, 19934. – 173 p.

13. Fiedler, E. America in Сlose-up / E. Fiedler, R. Jansen, M. Norman-Risch. – Longman Group UK Limited, 1990. – 284 p.

14. Fox. K. Watching the English. The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour / K.Fox. – Hodder, 2004. – 424 p. 

15. Harvey, P. Britain Explored / P. Harvey, R. Jones. – Pearson Education Limited, 2002. – 176 p.

16. Mc Dowall, J. An Illustrated History of Britain / J. Mc Dowall. – Longman Group UK Limited, 2006. – 194 p.
17. McDuffie, J. United States History with software/ J. McDuffie, G. Piggrem, S.E. Woodworth. – Research and Education Association. – New Jersey, 2004. – 628 p.

18. O’Callaghan, B. An Illustrated History of the USA / B. O’Callaghan. – Longman Group UK Limited, 2004. –146 p.

19. O’Driscoll, J. Britain. The country and its people: an introduction for learners of English / J. O’Driscoll. –2nd ed. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2009. – 224 p. 

20. Prail, A. United Kingdom: A Modern Tradition / A. Prail. – London: The Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 2002.

21. Sharman, E. Across Cultures / E. Sharman. – Longman, 2006. – 160 p.

2 Тематика учебных занятий
модуля «Страноведение Великобритании»
	Номер раздела, темы, занятия
	Название раздела, темы, занятия;

перечень изучаемых вопросов
	Количество аудиторных часов
	Литература и технические средства 
	самостоятельная работа студента
	Формы контроля знаний

	
	
	лекции
	практические занятия
	семинарские занятия
	лабораторные занятия
	
	
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Модуль «Великобритания»

	1
	Общая характеристика. Краткое описание географических особенностей: территория, рельеф, моря, реки, озера, полезные ископаемые, климат.
	
	2
	
	
	Аудио и видеозаписи
	Индивидуальное чтение литературы по теме; просмотр видеофильма.
	Ответы на семинаре; дискуссия по содержанию видеофильма.

	2
	Очерк британской истории.

Древняя история. Древнейшие памятники и версии их происхождения (Стоунхендж). История древнейших завоеваний: кельты, римляне, германские племена, распространение христианства, король Альфред, скандинавское завоевание.
	2
	
	
	
	
	Индивидуальное чтение литературы по теме.


	Ответы на вопросы, блиц-тест во время лекции

	3
	Великобритания в средние века. Норманнское завоевание и его последствия. Появление парламента. 

16 век: король Генрих VII, Генрих VШ, королева Елизавета I, географические открытия;

17 век: рост протестантизма, гражданская война, Оливер Кромвель;

18 век: зарождение политических партий (тори, виги), расширение колониальной империи,  начало индустриализации, преобразования в сельском хозяйстве; 

19 век: дальнейшее укрепление колониальной державы, викторианская эпоха и ее ценности.
	4
	
	
	
	
	Индивидуальное чтение литературы по теме.


	Ответы на вопросы, блиц-тест во время лекции

	4
	Великобритания в 20 и 21 веке. Подъем рабочего движения, профсоюзы. Развитие партийной системы, образование лейбористской партии. Первая и вторая мировая война. Распад колониальной империи. Экономические преобразования лейбористов. Создание общества всеобщего благосостояния, социальные программы. Экономические реформы консерваторов. Отношение Великобритании к общеевропейским процессам. Брексит.
	2
	
	
	
	
	Индивидуальное чтение литературы по теме.
	Ответы на вопросы. Блиц-тест во время лекции.

	5
	Государственное устройство. Монархия. Роль и функции монарха. Парламент и парламентские традиции и процедуры. Реформирование палаты лордов. Правительство. Избирательная система.
	2
	2
	
	
	Аудио и видеозаписи
	Индивидуальное чтение литературы по теме.


	Ответы на вопросы, ответы на семинаре; дискуссия по содержанию видеофильма, тестирование.

	6
	Основные политические партии: история возникновения, политическая платформа, лидеры.

	2
	1
	
	
	Аудио и видеозаписи
	1, 2, 11

Лекция
	Ответы на вопросы, ответы на семинаре; дискуссия по содержанию видеофильма, тестирование.

	7
	Экономика Великобритании: исторический очерк, структура экономики, изменения в соотношении секторов и форме собственности, основные институты, современное состояние экономики.
	2
	1
	
	
	
	Лекция
	Тестирование

	8
	Население Великобритании и его происхождение. 4 народности: англичане, ирландцы, валийцы, шотландцы; их национальные традиции, символы, стереотипы поведения. Проблема Ольстера. Этнические меньшинства. Иммиграция в Великобританию. Проблема мультикультурализма.
	2
	2
	
	
	Аудио и видеозаписи
	Самостоятель-ное чтение ли-тературы, подготовка презентаций.
1, 2, 11

Лекция
	Ответы на семинаре; дискуссия по содержанию видеофильма, тестирование.

	9
	Краткая история английского языка. Периодизация. Древнеанглийский период, среднеанглийский период, новоанглийский период: основные памятники, изменения в языковой системе и лексическом составе и факторы, их обусловившие. Особенности коммуникативного поведения британцев: разговоры о погоде, английская вежливость, английский юмор.
	4
	2
	
	
	Аудиомате-риалы и видеопрограм-мы
	лекция
	Ответы на вопросы семинарского занятия. Тестирование.

	10
	Религия. Система образования: университетское образование; история, современное состояние, реформы. Средства массовой информации. Семья. Бытовая культура, традиции, праздники.
	1
	
	
	
	
	1,2, 11
	Устные презентации

	11
	Вклад деятелей изобразительного искусства, музыки, архитектуры, литературы Великобритании в мировую культуру.
	1
	
	
	
	
	Лекция.

Материалы Интернет
	Устные презентации


	
	Итого
	22
	10
	
	
	
	
	


3 Содержание основных учебных пособий и литературных источников
Козикис, Д.Д. Страноведение. Великобритания = British Studies: Учеб. пособие / Д.Д. Козикис, Г.И. Медведев, Н.В.Демченко. — 3-е изд. — Минск: Лексис, 2007. – 120 c.
Учебное пособие по страноведению Великобритании состоит из шести глав по географии, становлению конституционного строя, структуре населения, современной социальной жизни и политическому устройству, реформе системы образования. Предназначено для студентов факультетов английского языка, переводческого факультета, факультета межкультурных коммуникаций, а также других высших учебных заведений, где изучается курс страноведения Великобритании.
Барановский, Л.С. Добрый день, Британия!: учеб. пособие по страноведению для 8-11-х (9-12) кл. Учреждений, обеспечивающих получение общ. cред. образования, с 11-летним (12-летним) сроком обучения для учащихся школ (классов) с углубл.изуч.англ.яз. (9-11 кл.), колледжей, лицеев, гимназий, студентов вузов / Л.С. Барановский, Д.Д. Козикис. – Минск: Выш. шк., 2006. – 271 с. 
Книга содержит 35 разделов, в которых представлена информация о географии, истории, культуре Великобритании. Каждый раздел заканчивается системой заданий, направленных на контроль понимания прочитанного и лучшее овладение страноведческим материалом.

O’Driscoll, J. Britain. The country and its people: an introduction for learners of English / J. O’Driscoll. –2nd ed. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2009. – 224 p. 
Книга содержит информацию, которая неоходима студенту, изучающему Британию и британскую культуру. Данная книга дает возможность студенту понять ценности и убеждения, которые формируют британский характер; открыть для себя историю и культурный фон британского общества и его институтов; узнать о повседневной жини людей из графиков диаграмм, отрывков из художественной литературы и публицистических статей; используя вопросы, данные в конце каждого раздела, оценить информацию и сравнить ее со сведениями о культуре своей страны;

Mc Dowall, J. An Illustrated History of Britain / J. Mc Dowall. – Longman, 2006. – 188 p.
В книге представлена иллюстрированная история Британии с доисторических времен до наших дней, дается анализ основных политических и военных событий в британской истории, которые в ряде случаев рассматриваются в более широком международном контексте. В книге также описывается повседневная жизнь людей, принадлежащих различных слоев общества в разное время. Акцент также делается на культурном, интеллектуальном, научном и экономическом развитии. Также описываются основные события в Шотландии, Ирландии и Уэльсе и отношения между этими странами и Англией.

Fox, K. Watching the English.  The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour / K. Fox. – Rev. ed. – Hodder, 2014. – 584 p. 

Книга английского антрополога Кейт Фокс, впервые изданная в 2004 г, получила широкое признание как откровенное и занимательное исследование английского национального характера. Книга разошлась тиражом более полумиллиона экземпляров и была переведена на многие языки, став не только мировым бестселлером, но и учебником для университетских курсов по антропологии.

Эта книга произвела фурор на родине автора, сразу после выхода в свет вызвав шквал восторженных откликов читателей, критиков и социологов. Автору удалось создать смешной и поразительно точный портрет английского общества. Она анализирует причуды, привычки и слабости англичан, но пишет не как антрополог, а как англичанка — с юмором и без помпы, остроумным, выразительным и доступным языком. Книга «Наблюдая за англичанами. Скрытые правила поведения» — приятное развлекательное чтение с серьезным подтекстом

В новом, полностью переработанном издании автор на основании новых данных, полученных в результате более обширных полевых исследований и экспериментов, подтверждает свои прежние наблюдения и расшифровывает еще больше загадочных кодов поведения англичан, дополнив книгу новыми главами, описанием новых правил, новых субкультур. Наблюдения автора позволят англичанам взглянуть на себя со стороны и переосмыслить то, что они считают само собой разумеющимся, а представителям других культур – понять своеобразие английских обычаев, особенности характера и поведения людей.

Oxford Guide to British and American Culture for learners of English / ed.: J. Crowther. – 2d edition. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2005. – 600 p.
Содержит 10000 статей о повседневной жизни британского и американского народа, традициях, праздниках, важных исторических событиях, известных местах, институтах и учреждениях, которые часто упоминаются в средствах массовой информации и литературе, а также 500 иллюстраций в виде цветных и черно-белых фотографий и карт. Рекомендуется учащимся среднего и продвинутого уровня владения английским языком.

Harvey, P., Britain Explored / P. Harvey, R. Jones. – Second Edition. – Pearson English Language Teaching, 2002. – 176 p.

Книга всесторонне рассматривает природный ландшафт, институты и реалии повседневной жизни Великобритании. Новое, исправленное издание книги содержит полезные ссылки на интернет источники по затрагиваемой тематике. Каждый раздел книги представляет различные аспекты страны с помощью текстов и иллюстраций. Вопросы на понимание помогают учащимся внимательно изучить информацию и сделать собственные выводы по ключевым вопросам. В конце каждого раздела представлены аудиозаписи интервью, в котором люди (фермер, член парламента, пенсионер, домохозяйка и др.) рассказывают о своем разнообразном опыте жизни в Британии.

4 Конспект лекций
Тема 1 An Outline of Britain’s History

Periodization
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2 Celtic Invasion

3 Roman Invasion
4 Mediaeval Britain

4.1 Saxon Invasion
4.2 Viking Invasion
4.3 Norman Invasion

5 Tudor Period. Elizabethan Era

6 The 17th century. The Civil War

7 The 18th Century
8 The 19th century. Victorian Age

9 The 20th–21st Centuries
1 BRITAIN’S PREHISTORY

Prehistoric Britain is the term commonly used to denote the period in the human occupation of Great Britain that extended between the first arrival of humans on the land mass now known as Great Britain and the start of recorded British history. The "recorded history" of Britain is conventionally reckoned to begin in AD 43 with the Roman invasion of Britain, though some historical information is available from before then. .

The story of ancient Britain is traditionally seen as one of successive waves of settlers from the continent, bringing with them new cultures and technologies. 

Britain has not always been an island. It became one only after the end of the last ice age. The temperature rose and the ice cap melted, flooding the lower-lying land that is now under the North Sea and the English Channel. 

The first evidence of human life that archeologists have found is a few stone tools, dating from one of the warmer periods, over 700,000 years ago. These were simple objects made of flint. The oldest human bone found in Britain is dated at c.480,000 BC. Evidence of Neanderthal occupation has been found on the Isle of Jersey dated to c. 250,000 BC and in the rest of Britain around 130,000 BC. Cro-Magnons (the first anatomically modern humans) are thought to have had a presence in the geographical region by 29,000 years ago. After that the ice advanced again and Britain became hardly habitable until another milder period. During this time a new type of human beings arrived, who are considered ancestors of the modern British. 

Around 10,000 BC, as the Ice Age came to a close, Britain was inhabited by small groups of hunters, gatherers and fishers. By about 5000 BC Britain finally became an island, and had also become heavily forested. About 3000 BC Neolithic (or New Stone Age) people crossed the narrow sea from Europe in small boats. They probably came from the Iberian Peninsula and settled in the western parts of Britain and Ireland. 

We can judge about how prehistoric Britain was developing by studying the great “public works” of this time, which needed a huge organization of labour. The earlier of these works were great “barrows” (курган), or burial mounds, made of earth or stone. After 3000 BC the people started building great circles of earth banks and ditches. Inside, they built wooden buildings and stone circles. These henges were centres of religious, political and economic power. The most spectacular is Stonehenge which was built between 3100 and 1550 BC north of Salisbury, England and is believed to serve varied purposes – a temple for sky worship; a calendar; an instrument to foretell solar eclipses, etc. 


After 2400 BC new groups of people arrived in southern Britain from Europe, probably originally from Spain. Their arrival is marked by the first individual graves, furnished with pottery beakers, from which these people get their name: the “Beaker” people. The Beaker people probably spoke an Indo-European language and brought skills to make bronze tools. 

From about 1300 BC onwards the henge civilization was overtaken by a new form of society in southern England, that of settled farming class. Hill forts replaced henges as the centres of local power.

2 CELTIC INVASION

Around 700 BC, another group of people began to arrive. Many of them were tall, and had fair or red hair and blue eyes. These were The Celts, who probably came from central Europe or further east. The Celts were technically advanced, they knew how to work with iron, and could make better weapons. The Celts came in three distinct waves: 

1) the Goidels or Gaels [geilz], these were driven by later invaders into the less fertile and more mountainous western and northern regions (the original language of Ireland and of North-West Scotland is this Goidelic Celtic (Gaelic [(geilik]);

2) the Brythonic Celts or Brythons, from whose name the word Britain is derived, settled in the South of England, in Wales and in North-West England and South-West Scotland (their language developed into the Celtic language of modern Wales);

3) Belgae [(beldʒi:] from Northern Gaul, arrived about 100 BC and occupied the greater part of the central part of Great Britain.

The Celts were organized into different tribes, and tribal chiefs were chosen from each family or tribe. Their use of iron tools and more advanced ploughing methods made them more successful farmers.

The Celts traded across tribal borders. The Celtic men wore shirts and breeches, and striped or checked cloaks fastened by a pin. 

The Celtic tribes were ruled over by a warrior class, of which the priests, or Druids, were particularly important members. Druids memorized all the religious teachings, the tribal laws, history, medicine and other knowledge necessary in Celtic society. The Druids from different tribes all over Britain probably met once a year in sacred groves of trees, on certain hills or by rivers. 

During the Celtic period women may have had more independence than they had later. The most powerful Celt to stand up to the Romans was a woman, Boadicea, queen of her tribe, who led her people against the Romans. 

Celtic presence in the English language is not abundant and found mostly in place-names, e.g. Kent, York, as well as the names of rivers Ouse, Esk, Avon, Thames, Dover, etc. Some of the Celtic borrowings have survived only in dialects, e.g. loch 'lake'.

3 ROMAN BRITAIN

Roman Britain is the term applied to the historical period from AD 44 to 410 when Britain was under Roman rule. 

The Romans were determined to conquer the whole island. They had little difficulty, because they had a better trained army. The Romans considered the Celts as war-mad, “high spirited and quick for battle”.

The Romans established a Romano-British culture across the southern half of Britain. Beyond were the upland areas, under Roman control that were watched from the towns of York and Chester. Each of these towns was held by a Roman legion of about 7,000 men. The total Roman army in Britain was about 40,000 men. 

The Romans couldn’t conquer “Caledonia”, as they called Scotland; they built a strong wall along the northern border (Hadrian’s Wall), to keep out raiders from the north. Later it marked the border between the two countries, England and Scotland. 

Roman Life


The most obvious characteristic of Roman Britain was its towns, which were the basis of Roman administration and civilization. By AD 300 all towns had thick stone walls. The Romans left about twenty large towns of about 5,000 inhabitants, and almost one hundred smaller ones. Many of these towns were at first army camps (the Latin word for camp, castra, has remained part of many town names with the ending -chester, -caster or -cester: Gloucester, Leicester, Winchester, Chester, Lancaster). The Romans also built water and sewage systems in towns. Cities and towns of Roman origin are: Bath, Canterbury, Chester, London, Manchester, York.


Towns were connected by roads that continued to be used long after the Romans left, and became the main roads of modern Britain. London was a capital city of about 20,000 people, the most important trading centre of northern Europe. 


Outside the towns, large farms, called “villas”, belonged to the richer Britons; each villa had many workers. There was a growing difference between the rich and those who did the actual work on the land. 


In some ways life in Roman Britain seems very civilized, but it was also hard. Life expectancy was low. Half the entire population died between the ages of twenty and forty, while 15 per cent died before reaching the age of twenty. The number of people living in Britain when the Romans left was probably 5 million. 

Roman control of Britain came to an end as the empire began to collapse. The Roman legions found it became more difficult to stop the raiders from crossing Hadrian’s wall. The same was happening on the European mainland as Germanic groups, Saxons and Franks, began to raid the coast of Gaul. In AD 409 Rome pulled its last soldiers out of Britain and the Romano-British, the Romanised Celts, were left to fight alone against the Scots, the Irish and Saxon raiders from Germany. 

4 MEDIEVAL BRITAIN 
"Medieval Britain" is a term used to designate the historical period from the 5th century's withdrawal of Roman forces and Germanic invasions until the "English Renaissance” of the 16th century Reformations in Scotland and England. Major historical events in Medieval British history include the Christianisation of England and Scotland, the Norman Conquest, England's participation in the Hundred Years' War and the Wars of the Roses. The Norman Conquest of England divides Medieval Britain in two distinct phases.

Early Middle Ages

4.1 Anglo-Saxon Invasion

Around 400 AD, Roman forces withdrew from the island of Britain. The Romanised Celtic forces were, by this point, very weak. The Anglo-Saxons were able to take over the country in a matter of three to four years.

The invaders came from three powerful Germanic tribes, the Saxons, Angles and Jutes. The Anglo-Saxon migrations gave the larger part of Britain its new name, England, "the land of the Angles".
The British Celts fought the raiders and settlers from Germany but finally were driven into the mountains in the far west, which the Saxons called "Weallas", or "Wales". In the north, other Celts were driven into the lowlands of the country which became known as Scotland. 

After the settlement West Germanic tongues came to be spoken all over Britain with the exception of a few distant regions where Celts were in the majority: Scotland, Wales and Cornwall.

The strength of Anglo-Saxon culture is obvious even today. Days of the week were named after Germanic gods: Tig (Tuesday), Wodin (Wednesday), Thor (Thursday), Frei (Friday). New place-names appeared with Saxon ham ‘farm’, ton ‘settlement’, e.g. Birmingham, Nottingham or Southampton.

The Anglo-Saxons established a number of kingdoms, some of which still exist in county or regional names to this day: Essex, Sussex, Wessex, Middlesex, Kent, Mercia and Northumbria (the Heptarchy). Four of the kingdoms at various times secured superiority in the country: Kent, Northumbria and Mercia – during the earlier period, and Wessex in the 9–11th с.

Government and society

The Saxons created institutions which made the English state strong for the next 500 years. One of these institutions was the King's Council, called the Witan or witena gemōt [(witena je (mo:t]). By the tenth century the Witan was a formal body, issuing laws and charters. 

The Saxons divided the land into new administrative areas, based on shires, or counties. Over each shire there was an appointed shire reeve (MnE sheriff), the king's local administrator. Later this name became shortened to 
Anglo-Saxon technology changed the shape of English agriculture. The Anglo-Saxons introduced a heavier plough which was better to plough heavier soils in long straight lines across the field. But it required six or eight oxen to pull it, and it was difficult to turn. This led to changes in land ownership and organisation. The land was divided into three large fields (one for spring crops, another for autumn crops, and the third area left to rest for a year and used as common land for animals), and then again into long thin strips. Each family had a number of strips in each of these fields. A team of oxen was shared on a co-operative basis. This Anglo-Saxon pattern was the basis of English agriculture for a thousand years, until the 18th century.

In each district there was a "manor" or large house, where local villagers came to pay taxes, where justice was administered. The lord of the manor or alderman had to organise all this. It was the beginning of the manorial system and of a class system, made up of king, lords, soldiers and workers on the land. 

Christianity: Partnership of Church and State

In the last hundred years of Roman government Christianity became firmly established across Britain. However, the Anglo-Saxons belonged to an older Germanic religion. In the Celtic areas Christianity continued to spread, bringing paganism to an end. 

In 597 the Pope sent a monk, Augustine, to re-establish Christianity in England. Augustine went to Canterbury, and became the first Archbishop of Canterbury in 601. His mission was very successful with the ruling families in England. It was the Celtic Church which brought Christianity to the ordinary people of Britain. The Celtic bishops went out from their monasteries of Wales, Ireland and Scotland, walking from village to village teaching Christianity. England had become Christian very quickly. By 660 only Sussex and the Isle of Wight had not accepted the new faith. Saxon kings helped the Church to grow, but the Church also increased the power of kings. 

The Church established monasteries, or minsters, which were places of learning and education. The king who made most use of the Church was Alfred, the great king who ruled Wessex from 871-899. He used the literate men of the Church to help establish a system of law, to educate the people and to write down important matters. He started the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, the most important source for understanding the period.

This process gave power into the hands of those who could read and write, and in this way class divisions were increased. Villages and towns grew around the monasteries and increased local trade as well as English trade with the continent. Anglo-Saxon England became well known in Europe for its exports of woolen goods, cheese, hunting dogs, pottery and metal goods. It imported wine, fish, pepper, jewellery and wheel-made pottery.

4.2 DANISH INVASION

From the end of the 8th century Western Europe faced a new wave of barbarian attacks. The barbarians came from the North – Norway and Denmark – and were known as Northmen (Normans), the Vikings, or the Danes. 

At first the Vikings only raided. They burnt and plundered churches and monasteries along the east, north and west coasts of Britain and Ireland. In 865 the Vikings invaded Britain. They quickly accepted Christianity and did not disturb the local population. By 875 only King Alfred in the west of Wessex held out against the Vikings, who had already taken most of England. After some serious defeats Alfred won a decisive battle in 878, and eight years later he captured London. He was strong enough to make a treaty with the Vikings.

The Viking rule was recognised in the east and north of England and was called the Danelaw. In the rest of the country Alfred was recognised as king. During his struggle against the Danes, he had built walled settlements to keep them out. These were called burghs. They became prosperous market towns, and the word, now usually spelt borough, is one of the commonest endings to place names, as well as the name of the unit of municipal administration.

By 950 England seemed rich and peaceful again after the troubles of the Viking invasion. But soon afterwards the Danish Vikings started raiding westwards. The Saxon king decided to pay the Vikings to stay away. To raise the money, he set a tax on all his people, called Danegeld. It was the beginning of a regular tax system to provide the money for armies. 

Edward, known as "the Confessor" (Эдуард Исповедник) (ruled from 1042 to 1066) encouraged church building; by the time Edward died there was a church in almost every village. The pattern of the English village, with its manor house and church, dates from this time. Edward started a new church at Westminster, outside the city of London; he spent almost all his life in Normandy, being a son of Norman mother and had brought many Normans to his English court from France. These Normans were not liked by the more powerful Saxon nobles. After Edward’s death, Duke William of Normandy had a claim to the English throne. 

William landed in England with an army and marched south. The Norman soldiers were better armed, better organized than the Saxons, and were mounted on horses. Thus the Saxon army was defeated in the battle near Hastings. William marched to London, which quickly gave in, and he was crowned in the church of Westminster Abbey on Christmas Day, 1066. A new period in Britain’s history had begun.

High Middle Ages

4.3 NORMAN CONQUEST

As their name suggests, the Normans were people from the north. They were the children and grandchildren of Vikings who had captured, and settled in northern France. They had soon become French in their language and Christian in their religion. But they were still well known for their fighting skills.

The changes that took place as a result of the Norman conquest were significant for both English and European development. 

William organised his English kingdom according to the feudal system. The word “feudalism" comes from the French word feu, which the Normans used to refer to land held in return for duty or service to a lord. The basis of feudal society was the holding of land. The central idea was that all land was owned by the king but it was held by others, called vassals, in return for services and goods. The king gave large estates to his main nobles in return for a promise to serve him in war for up to forty days. The nobles also had to give him part of the produce of the land. The greater nobles gave part of their lands to lesser nobles, knights, and other freemen. Some freemen paid for the land by doing military service, while others paid rent. The nobles kept serfs to work on their own land. These were not free to leave the estate, and were often little better than slaves.
There were two basic principles to feudalism: every man had a lord, and every lord had land.

Between 1066 and the mid-fourteenth century there were only thirty years of complete peace.
The Normans centralized the autonomous shire system. The Domesday Book contained the result of the first kingdom-wide census taken in Europe since the time of the Romans and the codification of land and territories conquered by Normans. 
Cultural development
One interpretation of the Conquest maintains that England became a cultural and economic backwater for almost 150 years after. Few kings of England actually resided in England, but ruled from cities in Normandy. The country remained an unimportant appendage of Norman lands. The conquerors remained ethnically distinct from the native population of England but over the centuries, the two groups merged.

Richard I (king from 1189 to 1199) was one of England's most popular Kings; he was known as Richard Cœur de Lion or Richard the Lionheart because of his reputation as a great military leader and warrior. The conquerors remained ethnically distinct from the native population of England but over the centuries, the two groups merged.

Linguistic Situation in Norman Britain

One of the most obvious changes was the introduction of the Anglo-Norman language as the language of the ruling classes in England, displacing the Anglo-Saxon language. Anglo-Norman retained the status of a prestige language for nearly 300 years and has had a significant influence on modern English.

The French language dominated in many spheres of life. For almost three hundred years French was the official language of administration: it was the language of the king's court, the law courts, the church, the army and the castle. It was also the every-day language of many nobles, of the higher clergy and of many towns-people in the South. The intellectual life, literature and education were in the hands of French-speaking people; French, alongside Latin, was the language of writing. Teaching was largely conducted in French and boys at school were taught to translate their Latin into French instead of English. 

For all that, England never stopped being an English-speaking country. The bulk of the population held fast to their own tongue: the lower classes in the towns, and especially in the country-side, in the Midlands and up north, continued to speak English and looked upon French as foreign and hostile. Since most of the people were illiterate, the English language was almost exclusively used for spoken communication. 

Norman barons and the French town-dwellers had to pick up English words. At first the two languages existed side by side without mingling. Then, slowly, they began to permeate each other. The Normans used English to make themselves understood, while the English began to use French words in current speech. A good knowledge of French would mark a person of higher standing giving him a certain social prestige. Probably many people became bilingual. 

The struggle between French and English was bound to end in the complete victory of English, for English was the living language of the entire people, while French was restricted to certain social spheres and to writing. The earliest sign of the official recognition of English by the Norman kings was the famous Proclamation issued by Henry III in 1258. It was written in three languages: French, Latin and English. 

The three hundred years of the domination of French affected English more than any other foreign influence before or after. The French borrowings reflect the spheres of Norman influence upon English life.

Magna Carta and the decline of feudalism
The power of Norman Barons gradually increased and began, together with the church, to challenge the King’s absolute power, which resulted in King John being forced to sign the Magna Carta in 1215.


"Magna Carta", the Great Charter, was an important symbol of political freedom. The king promised all "freemen" protection from his officers, and the right to a fair and legal trial. At the time perhaps less than one quarter of the English were "freemen". Most were not free, and were serfs. In fact Magna Carta gave no real freedom to the majority of people in England. Its aim was to make sure the king did not go beyond his rights as feudal lord.

Perhaps the most important of the clauses of the Magna Carta is the one which states that:


‘no freeman shall be arrested or imprisoned or disseised [dispossessed] or outlawed or exiled or in any way victimized… except by the lawful judgment of his peers or the law of the land’.

Magna Carta marks a clear stage in the collapse of English feudalism. Vassals were gradually beginning to change into tenants. Feudalism, the use of land in return for service, was beginning to weaken. 
Origins of Parliament


The origins of the parliament are to be found in the reign of Henry III. It was a meeting of the King and his Barons and servants at which various administrative and financial problems were discussed. In order to make it easier to put the decisions taken into practice, each Shire had to elect a number of knights to attend these meetings and report the decisions to their Shires. In 1295 the king called a parliament that became known as the Model Parliament at which barons, earls and the high clergy were present, together with the knights and burgesses representing the shires and boroughs. The House of Commons as a separate Chamber resulted from the unofficial meetings of these knights and burgesses. The person chosen to ‘speak’ for these ‘commons’ in Parliament became known as the Speaker.


The Hundred Years’ War, fought between France and England from 1337 to 1453 had a devastating effect on the English economy. The high taxation necessary to finance the war and the Black Death (a plague in 1348 that killed a third of the population of England) led to such extreme hardship for the peasant class that there was a revolt in 1381. Although the Peasants’ Revolt was soon put down, it led to greatly improved conditions for the peasant class and was the first step towards the ending of the feudal system in England.

No sooner was the Hundred Years’ War over than a long power struggle (1455–85) began for the English Crown between two families – the House of Lancaster and the House of York. The War of the Roses (so called because both families used a rose as their symbol) ended when Henry VII (Henry of Tudor) united the two rival homes, giving origin to the Tudor dynasty.
5 TUDOR PERIOD

The Tudor period usually refers to the historical period between 1485 and 1558. This coincides with the rule of the Tudor dynasty in England, with the exception of Elizabeth I. 
During Henry VII reign the mediaeval period came to a close. Men were no longer tied to manors and estates in the country; the power of the towns, with their educated and industrious middle class, began to make itself felt; and there was a revival, or Renaissance, of learning, partly as a result of the printing press, which ended the Church’s monopoly of learning.

Henry VII’s son and heir, Henry VIII (1509–1547), was a typical Renaissance prince: handsome, learned, ambitious and unscrupulous. 

Henry VIII is one of the most well-known monarchs in English history, chiefly because he took six wives during his life. It was during his reign that the Reformation took place. Henry used Parliament to establish himself as the head of the Protestant Church of England with the Act of Supremacy in 1534. His quarrel with Rome had nothing to do with doctrine (it was because he wanted to be free to marry again and to appoint who he wished as leaders of the Church in England). In the same decade, he had a law passed which demanded complete adherence to Catholic belief and practice. He had also previously written a polemic against Protestantism, for which the Pope gave him the title Fidei Defensor (Defender of the Faith). The initials FD still appear on British coins today.

His Reformation led to the creation of the religiously distinct Anglican Church. The Dissolution of the monasteries (and the confiscation of their large estates) served to destroy papal authority in England and provide Henry with wealth.

ELIZABETHAN ERA
The Elizabethan Era is the period associated with the reign of Queen Elizabeth I (1558–1603).

Elizabeth I, daughter of Henry VIII, was the first of three long-reigning queens in British history (the other two are Queen Victoria and Elizabeth II). She was an outstanding ruler. During her long reign she established, by skilful diplomacy, a reasonable degree of internal stability in a firmly Protestant England, allowing the growth of a spirit of patriotism and general confidence. The Protestant/Catholic divide was settled, for a time, and parliament was still too weak to challenge royal absolutism.


Her reign is considered by many as the Golden Age of English history, producing not only poets of the statute of Shakespeare and Spenser, but also prosperity for the entire nation. The discovery of America placed Britain at the centre of the world’s trading route and brilliant naval commanders (e.g. Sir Francis Drake, Sir Walter Raleigh) enabled England to dominate the trade routes. During this period great trading companies were established. Parliament was regularly called and consulted, while Justice of the Peace administered justice.

Elizabeth I never married, but used this possibility as a diplomatic tool. She became known as 'the virgin queen' (the state of Virginia in the USA was named after her by Sir Walter Raleigh).

The one great rival was Spain, which Britain conflicted with both in Europe and the Americas. While Britain lost some noted battles to the Spanish, the most important was won when the Spanish Armada was defeated (1588).

Britain during this period had a centralized, well organized, and effective government. Economically the country began to benefit greatly from the new era of Atlantic trade.

A more dispassionate look of some historians at that period states that Elizabethan England was not particularly successful in a military sense during the period. The economic well being of the country has also been called into question. The Elizabethan era also saw Britain begin to play a leading role in the slave trade and saw a series of bloody English military campaigns in still Catholic Ireland.

English Renaissance

"English Renaissance" is a term often used to describe a cultural and artistic movement in England from the early 16th century to the mid-17th century. It is associated with the pan-European Renaissance that many cultural historians believe originated in northern Italy in the fourteenth century. 

Poets such as Edmund Spenser and John Milton produced works that demonstrated an increased interest in understanding English Christian beliefs, such as the retelling of mankind’s fall from paradise in Paradise Lost; playwrights, such as Christopher Marlowe and William Shakespeare, composed theatrical representations of the English take on life, death, and history. Nearing the end of the Tudor Dynasty, philosophers like Sir Thomas More and Sir Francis Bacon published their own ideas about humanity and the aspects of a perfect society. As England abolished its astrologers and alchemists, it came closer to reaching modern science with the Baconian Method, a forerunner of the Scientific Method. All of these developments would lead England to reach a level of understanding like never before.

The English Renaissance is distinct from the Italian Renaissance in several ways. First, the dominant art form of the English Renaissance was literature, while the Italian Renaissance was driven much more by the visual arts. Second, the English movement came later than Italian.

6 THE SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

When James I became the first English king of the Stuart dynasty in 1603, he was already king of Scotland, so the crowns of these two countries were united. 

In the sixteenth century religion and politics became inextricably linked. This link became even more intense in the seventeenth century. 

This was the context in which, during the century, Parliament established its supremacy over the monarchy in Britain. Anger grew in the country at the way the Stuart monarchs raised money, especially because they did not get the agreement of the House of Commons to do so first.
Ideological Protestantism, especially Puritanism, had grown in England. The English translation of the Bible was published in 1611. Puritans regarded many of the practices of the Anglican Church, its hierarchical structure, as immoral. Some of them thought the luxurious lifestyle of the king and his followers was immoral too. 

The Pilgrim Fathers who sailed to America on the Mayflower in 1620 were fiercely anti-Catholic and suspicious of the sympathy towards Catholicism of the Stuart monarchs. 

This conflict led to the Civil War (1642) which ended with complete victory for the parliamentary forces.

THE CIVIL WAR

Convinced of the divine right of kings, the Stuart kings James I and Charles I followed the medieval notion of monarchy, ignoring Parliament. Charles I raised taxes without its permission and prevented it from meeting for 11 years. Relations between King and parliament became so bad that civil war eventually broke out (1642).


The majority of the nobles supported Charles and the majority of the gentry supported Parliament in this fight over who should have sovereign power. After Oliver Cromwell had led the Parliamentarian Roundheads to victory (1648), Charles I was executed for treason and Cromwell became Lord Protector. England was now a Republic with a military government which, after he had brutally crushed resistance in Ireland, effectively encompassed the whole of the British Isles.

But when Cromwell died, he, his system of government, and the puritan ethics that went with it (theatres and other forms of amusement had been banned, etc.) had become so unpopular that in 1661, Charles II, the son of the executed king was asked to return and take the throne. The Anglican Church was restored. That event is known as the Restoration. The participants in the execution of Charles I were severely punished. In general, Charles II represented a complete contrast to the restrictive rule of Cromwell. He enjoyed horse-racing and was a great patron of the arts and sciences. But there was a growing tension between him as well as subsequently his successor to the throne, his brother James II, and protestant political elite who suspected them of being pro-Catholic and absolutist. 

The 'Glorious Revolution' (1688) ('glorious' because it was bloodless) followed, in which Prince William of Orange, ruler of the Netherlands, and his Stuart wife Mary, accepted Parliament's invitation to become king and queen. In this way it was established that a monarch could rule only with the support of Parliament. Parliament drew up a Bill of Rights, which limited some of the powers of the monarch.

King James II fled to Ireland but the Catholic Irish army he gathered there was defeated. Laws were then passed forbidding Catholics to vote or even own land. In Ulster, in the north of the country, large numbers of fiercely anti-Catholic Scottish Presbyterians settled (in possession of all the land). The descendants of these people are still known today as Orangemen.


1665 – the Great Plague
1666 – the Great Fire of London destroyed most of the city’s old buildings. Most of the city’s finest churches date from the period of rebuilding that followed.

7 THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
The Beginning of the Party System (the Whigs and the Tories)

Politically, this century was stable. Monarch and Parliament got on quite well together. 

1) Within Parliament two vaguely opposed loose collections of allies were formed. One group, the Whigs, were the political 'descendants' of the parliamentarians. They supported the Protestant values of hard work and thrift, and believed in government by monarch and aristocracy together. The other group, the Tories, had a greater respect for the idea of the monarchy and the importance of the Anglican Church. This was the beginning of the party system in Britain.

2) The modern system of an annual budget drawn up by the monarch's Treasury officials for the approval of Parliament was established during this century. So, too, was the habit of the monarch appointing 'Prime' Minister from the ranks of Parliament to head his government.

3) In 1707, by agreement (the Act of Union) the Scottish Parliament joined with the English and Welsh Parliament at Westminster in London. However, Scotland retained its own system of law and it does so to this day. 

The only part of Britain to change radically as a result of political forces in this century was the highlands area of Scotland. This area twice supported failed attempts to put a (Catholic) Stuart monarch back on the throne by force. Many inhabitants of the highlands were killed or sent away from Britain and the wearing of highland dress (the tartan kilt) was banned. The Celtic way of life was destroyed. 

4) Britain gradually expanded its empire in North America, along the west African coast and in India. India became “a jewel in the crown” of Britain’s foreign possessions. Its main adversary in the fight for dominance on major trading routes was France. In this continued fight Britain managed to defeat France in Canada and India. British pride was expressed in the song written in 1772 ”Rule Britania, Britania rule the waves. Britons never never never shall be slaves.“ Britain’s colonies were an important marketplace in which the British sold the goods they produced and that was one factor which led to the Industrial Revolution.

In 1764 there was a serious quarrel over taxation between the British government and its colonies in America. The rebellion of the colonists led to the War of Independence which lasted 8 years (1775–1783) and the British lost it. 

In the 18th century, the growth of the industrial mode of production, together with advances in agriculture, caused the greatest upheaval in the pattern of everyday life since the Anglo-Saxon invasions. These changes are commonly referred to as the Agricultural Revolution and the Industrial Revolution.

7.1 Agricultural Revolution

The British Agricultural Revolution was the unprecedented increase in agricultural production in England due to increases in labor and land productivity that took place between 1750 and 1850. The open fields with their tiny strips of land worked by peasant farmers were replaced by compact farms, with large fields enclosed by hedges and ditches to prevent stray animals from ruining the crops or mixing with the new, improved breeds of sheep and cattle. This agricultural revolution left large numbers of the rural population landless and destitute, but also led to the massive increase in agricultural production necessary to feed the country's growing non-agricultural population.

Hundreds of thousands of people moved from rural areas into new towns and cities. Most of these new towns and cities were in the north of England which became the industrial heartland of the country. 

In the south of England, London came to dominate, as a business and trading centre. By the end of the century, it had a population of close to a million. 

Despite all the urban development, social power and prestige rested on the possession of land in the countryside. The outward sign of this prestige was the ownership of a country seat – a gracious country mansion with land attached. More than a thousand such mansions were built in the eighteenth century. 

7.2 Industrial Revolution

The Industrial Revolution was the transition to new manufacturing processes in the period from about 1760 to sometime between 1820 and 1840. This transition included going from hand production methods to machines, new chemical manufacturing and iron production processes, improved efficiency of water power, the increasing use of steam power, and the development of machine tools, the change from wood to coal as a fuel.

Textiles were the dominant industry of the Industrial Revolution in terms of employment, value of output and capital invested. Textiles were also the first to use modern production methods

Several factors came together to revolutionize Britain’s industry: money, labour, a greater demand for goods, new power and better transport.

By the end of the 18h century, some families had made huge fortunes. Growing merchant banks helped put this money to use. Increased food production made it possible to feed large populations in the new towns. These were the people who had lost their land as a result of enclosures. Starting with the early 18th century gradually simple machines were introduced for basic jobs. These technical innovations allowed mass production. 

Improved methods of making iron and steel products turned Britain into the leading iron producer in Europe. The demand for coal grew and the output of coal increased greatly. James Watt made a greatly improved steam engine in 1769. New machinery revolutionized cloth making – spinning and weaving processes which boosted production and quality of fabrics. 

New waterways (canals) were dug between the towns and roads were improved. Soon Britain was not only exporting cloth to Europe. It was importing raw cotton from its colonies and exporting finished cotton cloth to sell to these same colonies. The centre of cotton industry was Manchester.

The use of machinery put many people out of work and changed “a cottage industry” into a factory industry. The workers tried to join together to protect themselves against employers. They wanted better wages and reasonable conditions. But the government banned these workers’ societies. Riots occurred. In 1799 rioters known as Luddites began to break up the machinery that put them out of work. The government was afraid of the revolution similar to that in France.

8 THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Napoleonic Wars

Not long before this century began, Britain had lost its most important American colonies in a war of independence (1775–1783). When the century began, the country was locked in a war with France. Britain decided to fight France at sea because it had a stronger navy. The British commander Admiral Nelson won several victories, among which was the battle at Trafalgar in 1805 and became one of Britain’s greatest national heroes. In 1815 Wellington defeated Napoleon at Waterloo in Belgium.

British Empire

Soon after the end of the century, Britain controlled the biggest empire the world had ever seen. The empire included the following parts.
Ireland. During this century the British culture and way of life came to predominate in Ireland. In the 1840s, the potato crop failed two years in a row and there was a terrible famine. Millions of peasants with Irish Gaelic language and customs either died or emigrated. By the end of the century almost the whole of the remaining population were using English as their first language.

Canada, Australia and New Zealand – here settlers from the British Isles formed the majority of the population. These countries had complete internal self-government but recognized the overall authority of the British government. 

India. Thousands of British civil servants and troops were used to govern it. At the head of this administration was a viceroy (governor) whose position within the country was similar to the monarch's in Britain itself. Because India was so far away, the British officials spent most of their working lives there and so developed a distinctly Anglo-Indian way of life. They imposed British institutions and methods of government on the country. 

Large parts of Africa also belonged to the empire. Except for South Africa, where there was some British settlement, most of Britain's African colonies started as trading bases on the coast, and were only incorporated into the empire at the end of the century.

Besides, the empire included numerous smaller areas and islands, such as those in the Caribbean.

A change in attitude in Britain towards colonization during the 19th century gave new encouragement to the empire builders. Previously, colonization had been seen as a matter of settlement, of commerce, or of military strategy. The aim was simply to possess territory, but not necessarily to govern it. By the end of the century, colonization was seen as a matter of destiny. There was an enormous increase in wealth during the century, so that Britain became the world’s foremost economic power. This, together with long years of political stability, gave the British a sense of supreme confidence, even arrogance, about their culture and civilization. The British came to see themselves as having a duty to spread this culture and civilization around the world (‘the white man’s burden’). 

There were great changes in social structure. Most people now lived in towns and cities. They no longer depended on country landowners for their living but rather on the owners of industries. These factory owners held the real power in the country, along with the new and growing middle class of tradespeople. As they established their power, so they established a set of values which emphasized hard work, thrift, religious honesty, sobriety and puritanism in public life, extreme respectability, paternalistic integrity and discipline in family matters. This is the set of values which is now called Victorian.


Middle-class religious conviction, together with a conscious belief that reform was better than revolution, allowed reforms in political and public life to take place. There were not only political reforms, but also reforms which recognized some human rights. Slavery and the laws against people on the basis of religion were abolished; laws were made to protect workers from the worst forms of exploitation resulting from the industrial mode of production. Public services such as the police force were set up.


Despite reform, the nature of the new industrial society forced many people to live and work in very hard conditions. Writers and intellectuals of this period either protested against the horrors of this new style (as Dickens did) or simply ignored it. Many, especially the Romantic poets, praised the beauties of the countryside and the simplicity of country life. From this time on most British people developed a sentimental attachment to the idea of the countryside. 

Victorian Britain

During Queen Victoria's sixty-four-year reign (1837–1901) the British Empire, grew to a size so vast that 'the sun never set upon it'. This Empire, whose creation began initially from commercial motives, was also added to for strategic and even missionary reasons and eventually comprised about a quarter of the world's population and land surface. 

Victoria's long reign saw many changes in British institutions and the British way of life. Her practice of insisting on being informed about government policy while remaining politically neutral fixed the position of the Crown in the Constitution. Her rejection of the amusements and life of the aristocracy enabled the common people to identify themselves with this simple wife and widow, which led to a revival of popular support for the monarchy. Above all, her essentially middle-class views and life-style, combined with the rise of the middle classes themselves, led to an affirmation of values – the paternalistic integrity and discipline of the family, the sobriety and puritanism of public life – which in later years came to be known as 'Victorian values' to which the Thatcher Government of the 1980s wished to return.

The rise of the working class

At the same time as the middle classes were expanding in Victorian Britain, so were the working classes. The Industrial Revolution had now entered its second stage: new industries were developed, new factories were built, Britain's products were exported all over the world, and Britain became known as 'the workshop of the world'.

Life in the new factories and towns was one of terrible hardship. Men, women and children worked fifteen or sixteen hours a day in dangerous, unhealthy conditions for poor wages and lived in dirty, dreary slums, so vividly described by Charles Dickens.

Parliament was forced to come to terms with the new social conditions. Urgently needed social reforms were carried out: the creation of the police force; free, compulsory education (1870); legal recognition of trade unions; the extension of the vote, first to town labourers (1867) and then to agricultural labourers.

The working classes were becoming organized. While the ideas of Karl Marx never won much support among British workers (even though Marx himself studied and wrote most of his works while living in London), the idea of socialism was nevertheless a potent force in late Victorian Britain. In the last quarter of the century there was a massive increase in trade unionism and in 1893 the founding of the Labour Party gave the proletariat a greater voice in Parliament.

9 THE 20th–21st CENTURIES
Britain's Decline as a World Power

Victoria's death in 1901 coincided with the beginning of the decline in the power of the Empire. The white settler colonies had always enjoyed considerable self-government and in the first decade Canada, Australia, South Africa and New Zealand were all allowed to draw up their own constitutions to become dominions. The non-white colonies were not so fortunate: India was subjected to an often harsh military rule, and vast areas of Africa remained firmly under British domination.

The first twenty years of the century were a period of extremism in Britain:

- the Suffragettes, women demanding the right to vote, were prepared both to damage property and to die for their beliefs;

 - the problem of Ulster in the north of Ireland led to a situation in which some sections of the army appeared ready to disobey the government.

The outstanding political figure of the period was David Lloyd George – Chancellor of the Exchequer (1908–1915), Prime Minister (1916–1922), Leader of the Liberal Party, early supporter of women’s suffrage and social reforms, e.g. state financial support for the sick, etc. (the beginnings of the UK’s welfare state). In 1919, he represented Britain at Versailles Peace Conference.

World War I, World War II

Britain was not the only European country with an empire. France, Germany, Belgium, Austria and Hungary were all imperialist powers, and other countries such as Italy also had dreams of empire. British industry no longer enjoyed the total domination of world markets that it had in the 19th century; Germany was rapidly becoming the dominant economic power in Europe.

The rivalry between the great European powers led to the outbreak of World War I in 1914. It was the bloodiest war in history. When it ended in 1918 in victory for the Allied Powers of Britain, France, America and Italy, more than 10 million men had been killed. It was the bloodiest for Britain, too: 750,000 British people died, 2 mln people wounded. In Britain, the only positive outcome of the war was that women's contribution to the war effort had been so important that it was impossible to deny them the right to vote in the 1919 elections.

An important political development during the war was the rapid growth of the Labour Party. In Parliament, the Labour party gradually replaced the Liberals (the descendants of the Whigs) as the main opposition to the Conservatives (the descendants of the Tories). Trade unions managed to organize themselves and become a powerful political force. In 1926, they were powerful enough to hold a General Strike, and from the 1930s until the 1980s the Trade Union Congress was very active.


The feeling of discontent and disappointment with the existing living conditions after the war led to a general strike of 1926. Like all over Europe and America Britain also experienced a serious economic crisis (the Great Depression). Britain avoided a serious political crisis in the 20s. In the 30s the economy began to recover. Economic recovery resulted partly from the danger of another war. The government started reforming its armed forces and it meant investing a large amount in heavy industry.


During the war Britain’s new Prime Minister Winston Churchill persuaded the nation that there could be no thought of surrender or peace negotiation with the Germans. British cities were greatly damaged by German bombings. Over 300,000 British soldiers and 60,000 civilians died in that war. 
Britain after World War II


After the War the victorious Allies created the United Nations with a Security Council, hoping that success of wartime alliance could be carried into peacetime. But this idea collapsed. Europe became divided into two parts.


Britain still considered itself to be a world power supported by its leadership in nuclear power. However, the weakening of its international position became obvious. Gradually between 1945 and 1965 the British Empire abroad had been almost completely dismantled, generally peacefully.


In terms of its domestic policy both the Conservative and the Labour party moved to the left after the War. Free secondary education was introduced, as well as the National Health Service and several other social reforms. That policy became to be known ‘the policy of the welfare state’. The Labour government of Clement Attley went as far as to nationalize basic industries.


Like much of post-war Europe, Britain had become economically dependent on the United States. Thanks to the US Marshall Programme it was able to recover quickly from the war. Living standards rose. There was enough work for everyone. People had free time to enjoy themselves. Most families could now afford a car, a fridge and a television set and people began to talk about affluent society. 

In the 60s British economy experienced recovery after post-World War II austerity of the 1950s. The 60s is often referred to as ‘the Youthful Britain’. Young people had more money in their pockets than ever before and began to influence fashion, particularly in clothing and music. Nothing expressed the youthful pop culture of the sixties better than the Beatles, whose music quickly became internationally known. Another label for the period is ‘the Swinging Sixties’, named so because of the fall or relaxation of some social taboos especially relating to sexism and racism that occurred during this time. That was the time of optimism and hedonism, and a cultural revolution. The fashion: the miniskirt; the model Twiggy. 


In the 70s – early 80s Britain began to slip rapidly behind its European neighbours economically. Those were the years of rising prices and growing unemployment. To save the situation, Britain joined the European Economic Community in 1973.


Margaret Thatcher, Britain’s first woman Prime Minister, Conservative, the longest serving Prime Minister of the twentieth century (1979–1987), promised a new beginning for Britain. She wanted free trade at home and abroad, individual enterprise and less government economic interference and started the policy of privatization of previously nationalized industries and companies. She wanted more law and order. 

Her style and her views appealed to many British people who had lost confidence in the welfare state and in the direction the nation had taken. However, over half the nation disagreed with her policies, the most serious accusation was that it created a more unequal society, a society of two nations – one wealthy and the other poor. The term in office of ‘the Iron Lady’ as M. Thatcher was often referred to, was the time of economic and political turmoil. 

M. Thatcher’s policy: 

- battled the country's recession by initially raising interest rates to control inflation;
- attacks on labor organizations such as the miner's union;
- massive privatization;
- strongly against socialist ideas;
- believed in free market; 

- sent British troops to the Falkland Islands to retake the islands from Argentina (the Falklands War);
- met M. Gorbachev in 1982. 

Major developments in Britain in the late 90s and early 2000s under the Labour governments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown:

· reforming the House of Lords;

· devolution in Scotland and Wales;
· dealing with terrorism; 

· modifying the Labour party ideology;
· participation in the EU structures but standing apart from the single European currency;
· involvement in NATO campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.
The late 90s and early 2000s

Major developments in Britain in the late 90s and early 2000s under the Labour governments of Tony Blair and Gordon Brown:

-
reforming the House of Lords;

-
devolution in Scotland and Wales;
-
dealing with terrorism; 

-
modifying the Labour party ideology;

-
participation in the EU structures but standing apart from the single European currency;
-
involvement in NATO campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Conservative Government of David Cameron (2010-2016) and Theresa May (2016–2019):

- Hung Parliament (2010) – coalition government – Conservatives + Liberal Democrats (2010–2015);

- domestic policy: austerity programme to cope with the aftermath of the financial crisis and recession – cutting government expenditures on education and some other social programmes;

- referendum on alternative voting system (2011) – 55.3% voted against;

- Scottish referendum on independence (majority said ‘no’);

- referendum on EU membership (Brexit) (2016) – 51.9% voted in favour;

- David Cameron resigned;

- Theresa May became leader of the Conservative Party and Prime Minister:

- terror attacks: March 2017, in London near the Houses of Parliament; May, in Manchester near Manchester arena; June, in London at London Bridge and Borough Market;

- Snap elections (June 8, 2017): Theresa May called for snap general elections hoping to get a larger majority for the Conservatives to strengthen their hand in the Brexit negotiations. Conversely, the Conservatives lost 13 seats and their parliamentary majority; the Labour party improved its presence in the House of Commons by 33 seats; the Scottish National Party lost 19 seats. The outcome of the elections is a hung parliament. The Conservatives decided to form a coalition with Democratic Unionist Party of Northern Ireland.

The Brexit

Since the referendum, negotiations took place between the UK and the other EU countries on the Withdrawal Agreement which covered the following key points:

- how much money the UK would have to pay the EU in order to break the partnership - that's about £39bn;

- what would happen to UK citizens living elsewhere in the EU, and equally, what would happen to EU citizens living in the UK;

- how to avoid the return of a physical border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland when it becomes the frontier between the UK and the EU.

The deal was agreed by the UK and the EU in November 2018, but it had to be approved by British MPs. As MPs did not approve Theresa May's withdrawal deal in a vote on 12 March, the prime minister was forced to ask other EU leaders to delay Brexit. It was due to take place on 29 March 2019 – but the departure date was extended twice. 

After versions of the withdrawal agreement were rejected by Parliament three times, Theresa May resigned and was succeeded by Boris Johnson, her former Foreign Secretary.

Most of the withdrawal agreement was negotiated by Theresa May's government. But after Mr Johnson replaced her in July 2019, he negotiated some changes to it and eventually got the support of MPs.

As a result, the UK formally left the EU on 31 January 2020, but the negotiations continued during which the two parties had to decide what their future relationship would look like.

From late 2021 onwards, the Partygate scandal, concerning senior members of government holding parties during COVID-19 lockdown, and increasing criticisms on Johnson's handling of the cost-of-living crisis, resulted in public backlash and political controversy and the Government crisis, which led to Johnson announcing his resignation as Conservative Party leader and Prime Minister.
Liz Truss was confirmed as Boris Johnson's successor as leader of the Conservative part. The death of Queen Elizabeth II occurred just two days into Truss' premiership, making Truss the last Prime Minister to have been appointed by the Queen. In a strategy labelled Trussonomics, Truss introduced policies in response to the cost of living crisis, including tax cuts, price caps on energy bills, and government help to pay them. However, her tax cuts were met with severe criticism as they benefitted higher earners much more. In response to the criticism, Truss apologised for the 'mistakes' she made in the first weeks of her premiership. Nevertheless, on 20 October 2022, Truss had to announce her resignation as Prime Minister,leadership election  after just 44 days in office, the shortest term in British political history. As a result of another  Rishi Sunak was declared Leader of the Conservative party and became Prime Minister.
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1 The United Kingdom as a Constitutional Monarchy

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is a parliamentary democracy: government is voted into power by the people, to act in the interests of the people. The UK is also a constitutional monarchy which means that a monarch has limited powers.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is one of the few developed countries of the world that retain a constitutional monarchy and preserve age-old customs and traditions. 


The British constitution, unlike that of most other countries does not exist as a single document. There is no written constitution in Great Britain.


The British Constitution comes from several sources:

· historical statutes (Magna Carta of 1215);

· political conventions;

· constitutional experts.

The state power is based on sharing of this power between the monarch and the parliament which has a long history. It goes back to Anglo-Saxon Witan of the Great Council that consisted of the wisest men of the Kingdom. Then Magna Carta adopted in 1215 limited the power of the King. In 1265 Simon de Montfort summoned the first Parliament. Since then the British constitution has evolved out of the numerous Acts of Parliament. The Bill of Rights (1689) was a major legal step towards constitutional monarchy; it limited the power of the monarch to a great extent.

2 Royalty: The functions of the Monarch. Today’s role of the Monarch

A constitutional monarch is the one who can rule with the support of the parliament. Today the monarch reigns, but doesn’t rule. He/she acts on the advice of the Prime Minister and doesn’t make any major political decisions, but all decisions are made in the name of the monarch.
The current monarch of the United Kingdom is Charles III. ‘His Majesty Charles the Third, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and of His other Realms and Territories King, Head of the Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith’ - such are the Monarch’s formal titles. The powers of the monarch include: the summoning and dissolution of Parliament; the declaration of war and the making of peace; the recognition of foreign states and governments; the concluding of treaties, etc. The Sovereign is head of the judiciary, commander-in-chief of the armed services and head of the Church of England. All bills require the Royal Assent before becoming law. The monarch makes formal appointments to all the important offices of state. 

Queen Elizabeth II was Queen of the United Kingdom from 6 February 1952 until her death on 8 September 2022. Her reign of 70 years and 214 days was the longest of any British monarch and the longest reign of any female monarch in history. In Britain they looked to the Queen as the ‘symbol of their nation’s unity’. As one politician said ’We need monarchy, as surely as ship needs an anchor. It is the Crown which provides unity and stability to Britain and Commonwealth”. During her reign, in spite of a number of scandals and tragedies the popular vote was for the monarchy.

3 Separation of Powers
The Legislature which makes laws – Parliament;
The Executive which puts laws into effect and plans policy – the Cabinet of the government;

The Judiciary which decides on the cases that arise from the laws – the Supreme Court of the UK.

However, Britain doesn’t have a very strict division and separation of powers (as it is in the United States of America). 

4 British Parliament: Composition, Procedures, Traditions

The Parliament of Great Britain is the legislative body of the nation. Formally, Parliament consists of the monarch, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords.

The House of Lords (the upper house) and the House of Commons (the lower house) sit separately and are constituted on entirely different principles. 

The House of Commons has about 650 MPs elected in the General elections. Members of the Lords include hereditary peers (only 90 are left after 1999 Act), life peers, the archbishops and bishops of the Church of England.
Both houses, and especially the Commons, are organized along party lines. Normally the largest party in Commons forms the government, and the leading members of this party are appointed to senior ministerial positions (the cabinet). 
Both Houses meet in the Palace of Westminster.

The main functions of Parliament are to: 

- make all UK law; 

- provide, by voting for taxation, the means of carrying on the work of government; 

- protect the public and safeguard the rights of individuals; 

- scrutinise government policy and administration, including proposals for expenditure;
- examine European proposals before they become law;
- debate the major issues of the day.

Parliamentary ceremonies and Traditions

The State Opening of Parliament is a traditional ceremony which reminds MPs of their special status and of their ‘togetherness’.

The Monarch ceremoniously arrives at Westminster in the carriage, the royal regalia travelling separately. In a solemn procession the monarch proceeds to the House of Lords where the lords have gathered. The Black Rod goes to the Commons to invite them to the House of Lords. On Black Rod's approach, the doors are slammed shut against him/her, symbolising the rights of parliament and its independence from the monarch. This is because, in the seventeenth century, Charles I once burst into the chamber and tried to arrest some MPs. Ever since then, the monarch hasn’t been allowed to enter the Commons. The Black Rod then strikes with the end of the ceremonial staff (the Black Rod) three times on the closed doors of the Commons Chamber, and is then admitted and issues the summons of the monarch to attend. the MPs agree to come through to the House of Lords and listen to the monarch in there. By tradition they always come in pairs, each pair comprising MPs from two different parties. The Commons arrive and listen to the Queen’s speech standing. The Monarch reads the prepared speech written by the Cabinet outlining the Government’s agenda for the coming year.

5 British Government: The Prime Minister and the Cabinet

The Prime Minister is the leader of the party that has the majority of seats in the House of Commons. The Prime Minister’s Office is at 10 Downing Street, the official residence in London.

Functions of the Prime Minister:

· leading the majority party;
· running the Government;
· appointing Ministers;
· representing the nation in political matters.


The Cabinet is responsible for deciding policies and controlling and coordinating government administration. It is composed of about 20 most important ministers, among them:

· Secretary of State for the Home Department;

· Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs;

· Secretary of State for Defence;

· Secretary of State for Education and Science;

· The Chancellor of the Exchequer.

The Cabinet meets in private and its discussions are secret. When a policy has been decided, an individual minister must either support it or resign, because the Cabinet acts as one body with collective responsibility. 

6 Political Parties

Conservative Party
Founded

1830
Political Ideology
Conservatism

Colours

Blue

The symbol 

a stylised oak tree. 
The Conservative Party is the largest political party on the centre-right in the United Kingdom. It is descended from the Tory Party and its members are still commonly referred to as Tories. Its current leader is David Cameron.
The Conservative outstanding leaders of the 20th century were Winston Churchill and Margaret Thatcher. 

Conservative Policies

– continuation of the Union and against English, Scottish and Welsh independence (against devolution);
– reduced government intervention; reduction in government spending;

– Eurosceptic stance; opposition to the European single currency;

– close ties with the United States and a range of international alliances (from the NATO to the Commonwealth).  


Labour Party


Founded

February 7, 1900

Political Ideology
Democratic Socialism

Colours

Red

The Labour Party was established as a party of the working people and trade unions. 

After World War II the Labour government nationalized key industries (the Bank of England, coal, electricity, gas, the railways and iron & steel). It developed a welfare state. The creation in 1948 of Britain's tax funded National Health Service remains Labour's proudest achievement.

"New Labour" is an alternative name for Labour Party which originated from 1994. The party is now viewed by some to be slightly right-of-centre. It revised Clause IV of the party constitution, which mentioned 'the common ownership of the means of production', now the party rejects nationalization. 

Home Policies:

– referendums in Scotland, Wales and London supported the creation of stronger local government in these regions; 

– progress towards peace in Northern Ireland;
– reform of the House of Lords; 

– a lot of attention to public services such as education, health and transport. 
Other Parties 

The Scottish National Party 

Founded
1934

Ideology
Scottish nationalism, social democracy, pro-Europeanism

Position
centre-left

Colours 
yellow



47 seats in the House of 
Commons (2019)

Liberal Democrats

Founded
1988 (formed from the union of the Liberals (successors of the Whigs) and the Social Democrats)
Ideology
Social liberalism 

Political position 
Centre Left
Voters
from all classes and more from the middle class.


11 seats in the House of Commons (2019)
The party was strongly in favour of the EU; for more power to local government and reform of electoral system.

As a result of the Hung Parliament (the situation when no single political party wins an absolute majority in the House of Commons). after the 2010 elections when the Conservatives won but didn’t have enough votes to form the Government, they invited the Lib-Dems to form a Coalition government. But 5 years later the Lib-Dems lost their influence after their major failure in the 2015 elections.

6 The Election System

The British election system is often referred to as first past the post (abbreviated FPTP or FPP). The term is taken from horse racing, where the winner of the race is the first to pass a particular point on the track after which all other runners automatically and completely lose (that is, "winner-take-all"). 

In British national election the person who wins the highest number of votes wins that election. An example:

Candidate A (Labour): 

22,000 votes
Candidate B (Tory):

17,000 votes
Candidate C (Lib Dems):
13,000 votes

In this example, the winner is candidate A. 

Arguments for:

FPTP is a cheap and simple way to hold an election. Counting of the ballot papers is usually fast.
FPTP has created within Great Britain a political system that is essentially stable as politics is dominated by just two parties. It generally helps to avoid coalition governments and the chaos of the political systems characteristic of other nations, although over the recent decade this argument has proved not quite valid.

Arguments against: 

Critics say that FPTP questions the whole issue of democratic elections. In the example above, 22,000 voted for the candidate that won that election but 30,000 voted against the winner, which means that total popular mandate for the winner does not exist.

The general elections of 2010 and 2017 created a hung parliament that is one in which no party has an absolute majority. As a result of negotiations the Conservatives had to seek a partner to form a coalition to get laws passed. 

On 5 May 2011 the Conservative-Liberal Democrat coalition government held a referendum on introducing the Alternative Vote for the Commons, which was defeated.
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1 General Description

The United Kingdom is a major developed capitalist economy. According to 2020 estimates, it is the world's 5th largest by nominal GDP and the 9th largest by purchasing power parity, comprising 3.3% of world GDP and twenty first-largest by GDP per capita constituting 3.3% of world GDP. 

The United Kingdom is a member of the G7, the Commonwealth of Nations, the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, the World Trade Organisation, the IMF.

2 Brief History of Britain’s Economic Growth

The UK was the first country in the world to industrialise in the 18th and 19th centuries, and for much of the 19th century possessed a predominant role in the global economy. However, by the late 19th century, the Second Industrial Revolution in the United States meant the US had begun to challenge Britain's role as the leader of the global economy. The extensive war efforts of both World Wars in the 20th century and the dismantlement of the British Empire also weakened the UK economy in global terms, and by that time Britain had been superseded by the United States as the chief player in the global economy. At the start of the 21st century however, the UK still possesses a significant role in the global economy, due to its large Gross Domestic Product and the financial importance that its capital, London, possesses in the world.
3 Sectors and Industries

A nation's industries can be divided into three sectors of activity. The primary sector is concerned with raw materials such as cereals and minerals. Processing these materials is the field of the manufacturing sector. The service sector provides services of various kinds such as transport or distribution. 

3.1 Primary Sector

Energy resources

Britain has the largest energy resources of any country in the European Union and is a major producer of oil, natural gas and coal. Other primary sources of energy are nuclear power and, to a lesser extent, water power.

Primary energy production accounts for 10% of GDP, one of the highest shares of any industrial nation.

Before the 1970s Britain depended on imports of oil from abroad but the discovery of large oil and gas reserves in the North Sea changed this dramatically: by 1986 about 2.2 million barrels of oil were extracted per day, making Britain a net hydrocarbon exporter, the second largest producer of oil in western Europe after Norway and the world's fifth largest producer. There are over thirty offshore oilfields from which oil and gas are piped to the mainland. Natural gas has replaced coal gas in the public supply system. The UK reserves of oil were valued at an estimated £250 billion in 2007. In June 2004 hydrocarbon exports fell below imports for the first time, and the UK has been a net importer of oil since 2005.

Britain has large reserves of coal, and coal mining played a very important part in the industrial revolution of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. By 1913 the coal industry employed over a million workers. Coal is still an important source of heat for both private houses and power stations, but in recent years the industry has greatly reduced the numbers of mines and miners while increasing efficiency. There was a long and bitter industrial dispute in 1984-85 as miners reacted to the beginning of this new phase in the development of the coal industry.

Around 80% of UK electricity is currently generated from fossil fuels; nuclear power and an increasing contribution from wind turbines make up the bulk of the remainder. 

Britain has 14 nuclear power stations in operation. Since the original power stations started operations in 1956 there has been much discussion over the best design. All proposals for new power stations meet with public opposition, and this has increased since the disaster at Chernobyl.
The UK is the world's 8th greatest producer of carbon emissions, producing around 2.3% of the total generated from fossil fuels. The government is a signatory to the Kyoto Protocol and has launched a Climate Change Programme to reduce emissions significantly beyond the Kyoto commitments.

Due to the island location of the UK, the country has great potential for generating electricity from offshore windfarms, wave power and tidal power, although these have not yet been exploited on a commercial basis.

Agriculture and fishing

Agriculture is intensive, highly mechanised, and efficient by European standards, producing about 60% of food needs with only 1% of the labour force. It contributes around 1.4% of GDP. Around two thirds of production is devoted to livestock, one third to arable crops. The main crops that are grown are wheat, barley, oats, potatoes, sugar beets, fruits and vegetables. The livestock that is raised is cattle and sheep. Agriculture is heavily subsidised by the European Union's Common Agricultural Policy.

The UK is one of the world’s leading fishing nations. Its fleets bring home fish of every kind, ranging from sole (камбала, палтус) to herring. 

3.2 Manufacturing

Manufacturing (22% of GDP) continues to decline in importance. In the 1960s and 70s manufacturing was a significant part of the UK's economic output. However, a lot of the heavy manufacturing industry was government run and had failed to respond to world markets. State industries were sold off and over the 20th century many (and others) closed unable to compete. For example in 2005 the country's last domestically owned volume car maker, the MG Rover Group, went into administration after failing to come to agreement with the SIAC group of China to form a joint venture that might have saved the company. The UK is left with a very small domestic manufacturing sector, though British companies worldwide continued to have a role in the sector through foreign investment. Closure of UK factories and movement of manufacturing to eastern Europe and the "Far East" in search of lower costs (especially through lower wages and less strict employment laws) continues to benefit shareholders but not the UK economy as a whole.

Main industries: machine tools, electric power equipment, automation equipment, railroad equipment, shipbuilding, aircraft, motor vehicles and parts, electronics and communications equipment, metals, chemicals, coal, petroleum, paper and paper products, food processing, textiles, clothing, and other consumer goods. The British aerospace industry is the second- or third-largest national aerospace industry. The pharmaceutical industry plays an important role in the economy and the UK has the third-highest share of global pharmaceutical R&D. The automotive industry is also a major employer and exporter.

3.3 Services

As the other economically developed countries in the 80s Britain experienced a considerable shift towards rise in service industries which is often referred to as the second industrial revolution. According to current estimates, service industries account for account for about 80% of the GDP and employ around 70% of the working population. There was a considerable growth in such services as distribution, catering, hotels, transport and communications but especially big in financial services such as banking, insurance, and business services. 

Tourism is another extremely important service in the UK. With over 40 million visits in 2019, inbound tourism contributed £28.5 billion to the British economy, although just over half of that money was spent in London, which was the third most visited city in the world (21.7 million), behind second-placed Bangkok and first-placed Hong Kong. 

London is a major centre for international business and commerce and is one of the three "command centres" of the global economy (alongside New York City and Tokyo). There are over 500 banks with offices in London, and it is the leading international centre for banking, insurance, Eurobonds, foreign exchange trading and energy futures. London's financial services industry is primarily based in the City of London and Canary Wharf. 
4 Institutions 

Major institutions based in the City of London:

The Bank of England
The Bank of England is the central bank of the United Kingdom, sometimes known as "The Old Lady of Threadneedle Street" or "The Old Lady". The bank was founded by the Scotsman William Paterson, in 1694 to act as the English Government's banker. It performs all the recognized functions of a central bank:

· to maintain price stability, 

· to support the economic policy of Her Majesty's Government in order to promote economic growth;

· it has a monopoly on the issue of banknotes in England and Wales;

- it is both the Government's banker and the bankers' bank; a "Lender of Last Resort";

- it manages the country's foreign exchange and gold reserves;

- it used to be responsible for the regulation and supervision of the banking industry.

Stock Exchanges
London has had a Stock Exchange for dealing in stocks and shares for over 200 years. Since 1973 it has been the single International Stock Exchange for the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In March 1986 membership of the London Stock Exchange was opened to overseas companies. 
A number of international exchanges are also based in the City. These provide an international market where materials and services can be bought and sold. For example, the London Metal Exchange deals in industrial metals and the Baltic Exchange arranges the sale of half of the world's ships and most of the world's sea cargo.

Lloyd's of London

The City is also a major centre for insurance services. Lloyd's of London insures everything from houses to ships through its underwriters, insurance specialists who accept risks on behalf of groups of members who are responsible for meeting any insurance claims. Lloyd's currently receives £8,000 million in payments each year, 75 per cent from outside Britain. Lloyd's also publishes detailed information on ships and their movements.

5 Form of Ownership. Government Involvement. Currency policy
Form of Ownership. Britain has a mixed economy, based partly on state ownership but mainly on private enterprise. In the mid-eighties the private sector accounted for 72 per cent of total employment and 74 per cent of the goods and services produced in Britain. 

Britain's energy and transport industries were originally run by companies in the private sector. But in the late 1930s and 1940s these essential services were nationalised under huge state-owned corporations. In later years, the state took over other companies that were in economic difficulties in order to protect jobs: some car manufacturers (including Rolls-Royce) and shipbuilders became state-owned in this way. In the 1980s, under the Government of Margaret Thatcher, most state-owned enterprises in the industrial and service sectors, which since the 1940s had been nationalised, were privatised. There was considerable political debate about this policy. The Labour Party, which had been responsible for nationalising many industries in the 1940s, felt they should be kept in state ownership. The Conservatives argued that the state ownership had brought no real benefits. They therefore privatised whole industries, such as gas and telecommunications. They also encouraged local authorities, hospitals and schools to use private firms from outside for services such as cleaning and rubbish collection.

Government involvement
Government involvement in the British economy is primarily exercised by HM Treasury, headed by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the Department for Business, Innovation and Skills. Since 1979 management of the UK economy has followed a broadly laissez-faire approach. The Bank of England is the UK's central bank and its Monetary Policy Committee is responsible for setting interest rates. 

Currency Policy

The currency of the UK is the pound sterling, which is also the world's third-largest reserve currency after the US dollar and the euro. During the UK’s EU membership, there was debate over whether or not the UK should abolish its currency Pound Sterling and join the Euro. Public opinion polls showed that a majority of Britons were opposed to joining the single currency.
Recent Economic Record

In the financial crisis of 2007/08 the UK experienced a deeper downturn than all of the G7 except Japan. The UK economy managed to recover from a recession arising from the financial crisis. 

Since 2010, the Conservative Government pursued an austerity program aimed at cutting the budget deficit. Apart from cutting public spending and services, the UK government also implemented a new wave of tax increases. 

Though some prominent economists called the austerity plan into question, other advocates pointed to its long-term economic benefits. As a result, in 2013, the UK experienced its fastest growth since 2007 and until recently has been one of the fastest growing major developed economies. 

In the first quarter 2016 before the referendum on EU membership the British economy started decelerating. Following the UK's decision to leave the European Union, the pound sterling fell to a 31-year low against the United States dollar, and consumer confidence fell sharply. A month after the vote, the estimates suggested that Brexit had caused a "dramatic deterioration" in the economy, with output and orders falling by the most since the Great Recession. The Bank of England responded by cutting interest rates to a new historic low of 0.25%.

In June 2016 the UK voted to leave the EU in a national referendum on its membership of the EU. The UK was supposed to leave the EU on 29 March 2019, but the deadline was delayed twice after MPs rejected the deal negotiated by Theresa May, the prime minister at the time. After her resignation, her successor Boris Johnson managed to extend the deadline to 31 January 2020, called an early general election that resulted in a Conservative sizeable majority which helped the government to pass the Brexit legislation.

After the UK eventually left the EU on 31 January 2020, the transition period started that lasted till 31 December 2020, during which negotiations were held on a wide range of issues including free trade agreement, access to fishing waters, supplies of electricity and gas, etc.

Тема 4 The People of the UK. The Four Nations of Great Britain

1 England

2 Scotland

3 Wales 

4 Northern Ireland

5 Ethnic Minorities; Immigration to the UK

6 Multiculturalism

The people living in the United Kingdom are commonly referred to as British. But the British are a multi-national and multicultural society, with strong regional identities. 

1 England 

England is the largest and most populous country of the United Kingdom, occupying most of the southern two-thirds of the island of Great Britain. England is named after the Angles, one of the Germanic tribes who settled on the British Isles in the 5th and 6th centuries. 

English identity

English identity is not clearly defined. The simplest view is that an English person is someone who is from England. Foreigners often refer to all the people living in Britain as English, it is a mistake because Scots, Welsh, Irish are very proud of their own identities. 

The two traditional symbols of England are the St. George's cross (the English flag) and the Three Lions coat of arms. The flag of England is used mostly at sporting events. 

The rose is the national flower of England. 

2 Scotland

Scotland occupies the northern third of the island of Great Britain. Its capital city is Edinburgh. 

The Scots are of Celtic origin. The Kingdom of Scotland was established in 843, and is one of the oldest still-existing countries in the world. Scotland existed as an independent state until 1707, when it merged with the Kingdom of England to form the Kingdom of Great Britain. At present in Scotland there is a strong movement for independence. 

The flag of Scotland is St Andrew’s (it is a white diagonal cross on the blue background). The patron saint of Scotland is Saint Andrew, and Saint Andrew's Day is celebrated as the national day.

The features of Scottish national distinctness

Language. Scotland has three distinct languages: English, Scottish Gaelic, and Scots. Almost all Scots speak Scottish Standard English. 30% of the population are also fluent in Scots, a sister West Germanic language to the English language. Only about 1% of the population use Scottish Gaelic, a Celtic language. 

The clan system. The clan system of  the Highlands formed one of its more distinctive features. Notable clans include Clan Campbell, Clan MacGregor, Clan Hay, Clan MacDonald, Clan MacKenzie, Clan MacLeod, and others.

Government. Scotland is represented in the Parliament of the United Kingdom in London, but it also has the Scottish Parliament that sits in Edinburgh. 

Scotland also has a separate education system, banking and currency, its own church.

Famous Scots

The people of Scotland are proud of many famous Scots, such as poets – Robert Burns; inventors – James Watt (steam engine), Macleod (insulin),  Bell (telephone), Baird (television), Alexander Fleming (discovery of  penicillin); thinkers  - Adam Smith, Father of economics.

3 Wales

Wales (in Welsh the country is called Cymru [’kλmri]) is located in the south-west of Great Britain.

Capital 

Cardiff

National plants 
Leek, Daffodil

Patron Saint 
St David
 The percentage of unionists and 
History

Wales was never conquered by the Anglo-Saxons, due to the fierce resistance of its people and its mountainous area. Wales remained a Celtic region, and its people kept speaking the Welsh language.

Wales was annexed in1536 and formed the joint entity of England and Wales since then. 

In 1955 the Welsh began to re-establish a sense of national identity for Wales when Cardiff became its capital. Since 1993 when the Welsh Language Act was passed all documents are in both English and Welsh.

The National Assembly for Wales, sitting in Cardiff, is elected by the Welsh people. The title of Prince of Wales is traditionally given by the British monarch to his or her eldest son. 

Cultural Distinctness: The Welsh are especially good at choir singing and arranging musical festivals.

Welsh Notables: Actors: Timothy Dalton, Anthony Hopkins, Catherine Zeta-Jones; singer Tom Jones; philosopher Bertrand Russell. 

4 Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland is located on the island of Ireland, where it borders on the Republic of Ireland, created in 1920.

Capital 

Belfast
National flower
shamrock
Colour 

green

Patron saint

St. Patrick
Irish Stereotypes

Red-haired

Potato eaters

Great talkers 

Fond of beer and whisky

Prominent Irishmen

Writers: George Bernard Shaw, Oscar Wilde, James Joyce

Irish-American President John F. Kennedy, Joe Biden
Politics

For 30 years, Northern Ireland was scarred by a period of deadly sectarian violence known as “the Troubles.” This explosive era was fraught with car bombings, riots and revenge killings that ran from the late 1960s through the late 1990s. The Troubles were seeded by centuries of conflict between predominantly Catholic Ireland and predominantly Protestant England. Tensions flared into violence in the late 1960s, leaving some 3,600 people dead and more than 30,000 injured.
The origins of the Troubles date back to centuries of warfare in which the predominantly Catholic people of Ireland attempted to break free of British (overwhelmingly Protestant) rule. In 1921, the Irish successfully fought for independence and Ireland was partitioned into two countries: the Irish Free State, which was almost entirely Catholic, and the smaller Northern Ireland, which was mostly Protestant with a Catholic minority. the Catholic communities in cities like Belfast and Derry complained of discrimination and unfair treatment by the Protestant-controlled government and police forces. In time, During the Troubles the two opposing forces coalesced largely along sectarian lines: the Catholic “nationalists” versus the Protestant “loyalists, or unionists.”
During the 1970s, 1980s and 1990s, Northern Ireland suffered dozens of car bombings and sectarian attacks perpetrated by paramilitary groups on both sides like the Provisional IRA and the Ulster Volunteer Force. Hundreds of civilians were among the dead.

The Troubles came to an end, at least officially, with the signing of the Good Friday Agreement in 1998, which created a framework for political power-sharing and an end to decades of violence.
During the Brexit debates Northern Ireland was a focal point. The census held in in 2021 showed that for the first time, Catholics outnumber Protestants in Northern Ireland. The result can intensify debate about the region seceding from the United Kingdom and reunifying Ireland, but experts have also cautioned against equating religion with political affiliation.
5 Ethnic Minorities. Immigration to the United Kingdom

In the 19th century the British Empire covered most of the globe, at its peak over a third of the world's people lived under British rule. After World War II most colonies were granted independence. In that period a large number of immigrants to the UK were from former colonies, especially from the Caribbean and Indian subcontinent, who worked in unskilled jobs. 

In 1962 the UK government restricted immigration to the UK. 

At present among immigrants who are allowed to come and settle there are refugees and economic immigrants. 

With the expansion of the European Union in 2004 there has been increased inflow of people from new EU member countries - Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, Czech Republic and Hungary. 

6 The Policy of Multiculturalism

Multiculturalism is the doctrine that several different cultures (rather than one national culture) can coexist peacefully and equitably in a single country. Over time three policies have come to the fore regarding integration:

- Separation – the policy suggests that because people of different ethnicities have little in common with the majority population, they should be kept separate.

- Assimilation – This policy expects immigrants (new migrants) to lose their distinctiveness, such as their style of dress or belief, and adopt the style of the host country.

- Pluralism – This policy expects ethnic groups to participate and contribute to their host country, yet maintain their identity. Pluralist society applies common values to all. Everyone in the society has the same rights and access to services however they are required to accept the society and actively participate.

Ethnic segregation is the clustering of people with similar ethnic or cultural characteristics into separate urban residential areas. There are numerous examples in the UK.

Thirty years ago, many Europeans saw multiculturalism — the embrace of an inclusive, diverse society — as an answer to Europe’s social problems. Today, a growing number consider it to be a cause of them. That has fueled the success of far-right parties and populist politicians across Europe, such as the UKIP in the UK, the Party for Freedom in the Netherlands, or the National Front in France. And in the most extreme cases, it has inspired obscene acts of violence, such as Anders Breivik’s homicidal rampage on the Norwegian island of Utoya in July 2011.

According to multiculturalism’s critics, Europe has allowed excessive immigration without demanding enough integration, thus undermining social cohesion and public trust. Multiculturalism’s proponents, on the other hand, counter that the problem is not too much diversity but too much racism.

Different countries have followed distinct paths. The United Kingdom has sought to give various ethnic communities an equal stake in the political system. Germany has encouraged immigrants to pursue separate lives in lieu of granting them citizenship. And France has rejected multicultural policies in favor of assimilationist ones. The specific outcomes have also varied: in the United Kingdom, there has been communal violence; in Germany, Turkish communities have drifted further from mainstream society; and in France, the relationship between the authorities and North African communities has become highly charged. But everywhere, the overarching consequences have been the same: fragmented societies, alienated minorities, and resentful citizenries.

In the United Kingdom multicultural policies were adopted by local administrations from the 1970s and 1980s onwards. In 1997 the New Labour government committed to a multiculturalist approach at a national level, but after 2001 there was something of a backlash. The government then embraced a policy of community cohesion instead. 

In 2011 Prime Minister and Conservative Party leader David Cameron said in a speech that "state multiculturalism has failed".

However, a poll conducted in April 2013 showed overwhelming support for multiculturalism, with 70 percent of the public supporting it, and 30 percent opposed. 

After the beheading of James Foley by a British member of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant in 2014, multiculturalism was blamed for British people joining ISIL. As a result, in a poll that was taken by the BBC on 30 Aug 2014 and asked “Is multiculturalism working?” just 5 percent said “Yes”; 95 percent said “No”.
Тема 5 Outline of the English Language History

1 Highlights in the social history of the English language
2 Periodisation of the History of English

3 Old English

3.1 Monuments, Script

3.2 Grammar structure

4 Middle English
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5 New and Modern English


5.1 Periodisation

5.2 NE Phonetic Changes

5.3 NE Spelling

5.4 NE Grammatical Changes

6 Sources of Modern English Vocabulary

Introduction 

English is classified genetically as a Low West Germanic language of the Indo-European family of languages. The early history of the Germanic languages is based on reconstruction of a Proto-Germanic language that evolved into German, English, Dutch, Afrikaans, Yiddish, and the Scandinavian languages.

1 Highlights in the British social history relevant for the history of the English language 
the settlement in Britain of Jutes, Saxons, and Angles in the 5th and 6th centuries;

the arrival of St. Augustine in 597 and the subsequent conversion of England to Latin Christianity;

the Viking invasions of the 9th century;

the Norman Conquest of 1066; 

the Statute of Pleading in 1362 (this required that court proceedings be conducted in English); 

the setting up of Caxton's printing press at Westminster in 1476; 

the full flowering of the Renaissance in the 16th century; 

the publishing of the King James Bible in 1611; 

the completion of Johnson's Dictionary of 1755; 

and the expansion to North America and South Africa in the 17th century and to India, Australia, and New Zealand in the 18th.

2 Periodisation of the History of English

	OLD 
	I   Early OE (also: Pre-written OE
	с 450—с. 700

	ENGLISH
	II   OE (also: Written OE)    
	с 700—1066

	MIDDLE
	III   Early ME                           
	1066—с 1350      

	ENGLISH
	IV   ME (also: Classical ME)   
	с  1350—1475      

	EARLY NEW

ENGLISH
	V    Early NE                             
	1476 —с 1660      

	NEW  ENGLISH 
	VI   Normalisation  Period       
	с 1660—с. 1800

	(or MODERN ENGLISH) 
	VII  Late New English, or Modern English
	с 1800


3 Old English

The history of the English language begins with the invasion of the British Isles by Germanic tribes in the 5th с of our era. 
The following four principal OE dialects are commonly distinguished: Kentish, West Saxon, Mercian, Northumbrian, and Anglian. In the 8th century, Northumbrian led in literature and culture, but that leadership was destroyed by the Viking invaders.

3.1 Monuments. Script

The earliest written records of English are inscriptions on hard material made in a special alphabet known as the runes. 

OE poetry constitutes a substantial portion of the records. All in all there are about 30,000 lines of OE verse from many poets of some three centuries. OE poetry is mainly restricted to three subjects: heroic, religious and lyrical. 

The greatest poem of the time was BEOWULF, an epic of the 7th or 8th с It was originally composed in the Mercian or Northumbrian dialect, but has come down to us in a 10th с West Saxon copy. It is valued both as a source of linguistic material and as a work of art; it is the oldest poem in Germanic literature.

BEOWULF is based on old legends about the tribal life of the ancient Teutons. The author (unknown) depicts vividly the adventures and fights of legendary heroes some of which can be traced to historical events.

OE poetry is characterised by a specific system of versification; it is written in the OG alliterative verse: the lines are not rhymed and the number of the syllables in a line is free, only the number of stressed syllables being fixed. The line is divided into two halves with two strongly stressed syllables in each half and is bound together by the use of the same sound at the beginning of at least two stressed syllables in the line.

3.2 OE Grammar Structure 

English is a member of the Germanic branch of the Indo-European (IE) family of languages. Its ancient case system was much the same as those of Sanskrit, Latin, Greek, Gothic, Old Norse, Old Saxon, and Old High German. However, by the time Old English (Anglo-Saxon) literature was committed to writing, this case system had broken down. Cases had begun to assimilate or fall together. 


In standard Old English, adjectives were inflected as well as nouns, pronouns, and verbs. Nouns were inflected for four cases (nominative, genitive, dative, and accusative) in singular and plural.

OE nouns had 2 types of declensions – consonant and vocalic, known as strong and weak declension. Five nouns of first kinship – faeder, modor, brothor, sweostor, and dohtor – had their own set of inflections. There were 25 nouns such as mon, men with mutated, or umlauted, root stems.

Personal, possessive, demonstrative, interrogative, indefinite, and relative pronouns had full inflections. 

There were two demonstratives: se, seo, thæt, meaning "that," and Þes, Þeos, Þis, meaning "this," but no articles, the definite article being expressed by use of the demonstrative for "that" or not expressed at all. 
Verbs had two tenses only (present-future and past), three moods (indicative, subjunctive, and imperative), two numbers (singular and plural), and three persons (1st, 2nd, and 3rd). There were two classes of verb stems. One type of verb stem, called vocalic because an internal vowel shows variations: singan, singth, sang, sungon, gesungen. The word for "deem" is an example of the other, called consonantal: deman, demth, demde, demdon, gedemed. Such verbs are called strong and weak, respectively.

Some verbs of great frequency (antecedents of the modern words be, shall, will, do, go, can, may, and so on) had their own peculiar patterns of inflections.

Because of the greater use of inflections in Old English, word order was freer than today. The sequence of subject, verb, and complement was normal. The Verb usually came last in a dependent clause, e.g., awritan wile in gif hwa thas boc awritan wile (gerihte he hie be thære bysene) "If anyone wants to copy this book (let him correct his copy by the original)." Prepositions (or postpositions) frequently followed their objects. Negation was often repeated for emphasis.

4 Middle English

For a long time after the Norman Conquest there were two written languages in England, both of them foreign: Latin and French. English was held in disdain as a tongue used only by common illiterate people and not fit for writing. In some dialects the gap in the written tradition spanned almost two hundred years. 

The earliest sample of Early ME prose is the Peterborough Chronicle (1154). The works in the vernacular began to appear towards the end of the 12th c., and were mostly of a religious nature.

The domination of the French language in England came to an end in the course of the 14th c. Little by little the Normans and the English drew together and intermingled. In the 14th с. Anglo-Norman was a dead language; it appeared as corrupt French to those who had access to the French of Paris through contacts and education. The number of people who knew French had fallen. Towards the end of the 14thс the English language had taken the place of French as the language of literature and administration (the Act of 1362 required that English should be used in the law courts and later it was ruled that English should be used at schools and universities). At this time the results of the French influence became apparent.

The flourishing of literature, which marks the second half of the 14th c. testifies to the complete reestablishment of English as the language of writing. This period is known as the “age of Chaucer” because Chaucer was the most outstanding figure of the time often described as the founder of the English literary language. The culmination of Chaucer’s work as a poet is his great unfinished collection of stories The Canterbury Tales.
The Prologue of the poem describes how the poet found himself bound on a pilgrimage to the shrine of St.Thomas Becket at Canterbury. He met 29 other pilgrims, who agreed to liven up the journey by story-telling. In the Prologue Chaucer managed to give a most vivid picture of contemporary England: he presented in the pilgrims a gallery of life-like portraits taken from all walks of life, they range from knight and prioress to a drunken cook and humble plowman – a doctor, a lawyer, a monk, a sailor, a carpenter, and Oxford scholar, etc.

4.3 ME Spelling Changes

An outcome of the Norman Conquest was to change the writing of English from the clear and easily readable insular hand of Irish origin to the delicate Carolingian script then in use on the Continent. With the change in appearance came a change in spelling. Norman scribes wrote Old English y as u, as ui, u as ou (ow when final). Thus, mycel ("much") appeared as muchel, hus (house) as hous, and hu (how) as how. 

For the sake of clarity (i.e., legibility) u was often written o before and after m, n, u, v, and w; and i was sometimes written y before and after m and n. So sunu (son) appeared as sone and him (him) as hym. 

Old English cw was changed to qu; hw to wh, qu, or quh; c to ch or tch; sc to sh; -cg- to -gg-; and -ht to -ght. So Old English cwen appeared as queen; hwaet as what, quat, or quhat; dic as ditch; scip as ship; secge as segge; and miht as might.

4.4. ME Phonetic Changes

The sounds of the native speech changed slowly. 

Lengthening and shortening of vowels. Even in late Old English short vowels had been lengthened before ld, rd, mb, and nd, and long vowels had been shortened before all other consonant groups and before double consonants. In early Middle English all short vowels were lengthened in the open stressed syllables of disyllabic words. An open syllable is one ending in a vowel. Both syllables in Old English nama name, mete meat, food, nosu nose, wicu week, and duru door were short, and the first syllables, being stressed, were lengthened to name, mete, nose, weke, and dore in the 13th and 14th centuries. A similar change occurred at different times in other languages. 
The lengthening of the vowel has caused final e to be lost in pronunciation. On the other hand, Old English long vowels were shortened in the first syllables of trisyllabic words, even when those syllables were open; e.g., haligdaeg holy day, ærende message, errand, cristendom Christianity, and sutherne southern, became holiday, errende, christendom, and sutherne. This principle still operates in current English. Compare, for example, trisyllabic derivatives such as the words chastity, criminal, fabulous, gradual, gravity, linear, national, ominous, sanity, and tabulate with the simple nouns and adjectives chaste, crime, fable, grade, grave, line, nation, omen, sane, and table.

4.5 ME Grammar Changes

In the course of ME and Early NE the grammatical system of the language underwent profound alteration. Since the OE period the very grammatical type of the language has changed; from what can be defined as a synthetic or inflected language, with a well-developed morphology, English has been transformed into a language of the analytical type,” with analytical forms and ways of word connection prevailing over synthetic ones. 

In ME inflections continued to be used in all the inflected parts of speech. However, they became less varied. The OE period of history has been described as a period of “full endings”, ME – as a period of “levelled endings” and NE – as a period of “lost endings”. In ME all the vowels in the endings were reduced to the neutral [Ə] and many consonants were levelled under –n or dropped. The process of levelling – besides phonetic weakening – implies replacement of inflections by analogy, e.g. –(e)s as a marker of pl forms of nouns displaces the endings –(e)n and –e. 

The analytical way of form-building was a new device, which developed in late OE and ME. Analytical forms developed from free word groups. The first component of these phrases gradually weakened or even lost its lexical meaning and turned into a grammatical marker, while the second component retained its lexical meaning and acquired a new grammatical value.

The period between c.1000 and 1300 have been called an “age of great changes”, for it witnessed one of the greatest events in the history of English grammar: the decline and transformation of the nominal morphological system:

- some nominal categories were lost – Gender and Case in adjectives, Gender in nouns;

- the number of forms in the surviving categories was reduced – cases in nouns and noun-pronouns, numbers in personal pronouns;

- morphological division into types of declension practically disappeared. 

At the time of Chaucer, the English nominal system was very much like modern.

The evolution of the verb system was a more complicated process. 

- The simplification and levelling of forms made the verb conjugation more regular and uniform.

- The OE morphological classification of verbs was practically broken up.

- The paradigm of the verb grew: the verb acquired the categories of Voice, Time Correlation and Aspect; within the category of Tense there developed a new form – the Future Tense; in the category of Mood there arose new forms of the Subjunctive;

- Non-finite forms (the infinitive and the participle) lost nominal features and developed verbal features. The infinitive lost its inflection (sing rather than the Old English singan), whereas the past participle -en inflection of Old English was strictly kept. Old English -ende in the present participle had already become -inde which later blended with the -ing suffix of nouns of action that had already become near-gerunds in such compound nouns as athswering ‘oath swearing’ and writingfether ‘writing feather, pen.’ 

The past participle prefix y- developed from the Old English prefix ge-. The third person singular -th in some dialects turned into –s (singeth – singis). Today the form "singeth" survives as a poetic archaism. Shakespeare used both -eth and -s endings.
The changes in syntax:

- the rise of new syntactic patterns of the word phrase and the sentence;

- the growth of predicative constructions; the development of the complex sentences and of diverse means of connecting clauses; 

- analytical forms developed from free word groups (phrases, syntactical constructions):

- modal phrases, especially with the verb shall became increasingly common as a means of indicating future actions (ME shall drenchen – MnE shall drown);
- other auxiliary verbs became more grammatized: e.g. ME don → MnE do;

- analytical passive forms became more common: ME ben + Past Part. (Chaucer: was accorded, hadde been shake);
- perfect forms (ME haffde ben – MnE had been; ME hath holpen – MnE has helped).
5 New and Modern English 

5.1 Periodisation

The Early New English period (1475-1660)

The formation of the national literary English language. Henceforth we can speak of the evolution of a single literary language instead of the similar or different development of the dialects. There were at least two major external factors which favoured the rise of the national language and the literary standards: the unification of the country and the progress of culture. The highlights of the period were the introduction of printing (William Caxton) and publication of the first English book in 1475 and creation of the Authorised Version – King James’ Bible (1611), literary works of the English literary Renaissance – William Shakespeare.

The Late 17th and 18th centuries
Normalizing trends: Grammars and Dictionaries. The recognition of the Written Standard – the early 17th century, the emergence of the Spoken Standard – the late 17th c. This implies a more or less uniform type of speech used by educated people and aught as “correct English” at schools and universities. The publication of Samuel Johnson’s Dictionary of the English Language in 1755 was a milestone in the development of dictionary and reference materials.

The Modern Period (19-20th c.)

The national English language had been formed by the 19th c. The main functional divisions distinguished in it are the standard or literary forms and substandard forms. Literary English found its representation in the works of English writers of the 19th c. Substandard forms of the language are local dialects and lower social dialects used mainly for oral communication.

Geographical expansion of English during 17-19th c. led to multiplication of the number of speakers of English and formation of local varieties of English: American English, Australian English, Indian English, etc. American English was first proclaimed to be an independent language by Noah Webster (1758-1843), the producer of the Dictionary of The English Language (1829), the first in the world-famous series of “Websters.”

5.2 NE Phonetic Changes

The Great Vowel Shift – Early New English (14-18th c): the vowels became closer e: → i: (kepen – keep), o: → u: (moon, goos → goose), some long vowels became diphthongs u: → au (mous → mouse, i: → ai (time), etc.

Voiceless fricatives [x] и [x’] were vocalized (fused with the adjacent vowel and lost: ME taughte, braughte [tauxtə], [brauxtə] → NE taught, brought.

The sonorant [r] began to influence the preceding vowels and brought about new monophthongs and diphthongs and even triphthongs as in dark, heart, shower. 

5.3 NE Spelling

The activities of the scholars in the period of normalization had a stabilizing effect on the development of English spelling. The dictionaries and grammars fixed the written forms of the words as obligatory standards; numerous variant spellings of the Early NE period went out of use. Only a few innovations were made: digraphs with borrowed words – ph, ps – photograph, psychology.

Spelling has always lagged behind the changing pronunciation, but this discrepancy grew in the NE period. In Early NE vowels and consonants were subjected to extensive changes, while spelling changes were few and inadequate. MnE spelling shows the pronunciation of words in the late 14th and the 15th c., that is before the Early NE sound changes. That is why modern spelling is largely conventional and conservative, but seldom phonetic.

5.4 NE Grammatical Changes

● The Reduction of Case System. Started in Early ME, the drop of case endings continued and resulted in the reduction of the number of cases to 2 – Common and Genitive; 

● a new graphic marker of the Gen. case came into use in the 17-18th c. ‘s;
● the case endings were replaced in NE by prepositional phrases with the noun in the common case: e.g. Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (King James’ Bible- 17th c.);
● Growth of analytical forms:

- the Subjunctive Mood – should/would, e.g. 

If all were minded so, the times should cease


And threescore year would make the world away. (Shakespeare);

- interrogative and negative forms with do. At first they freely interchanged with the simple forms, without do, e.g.

We do not know
How he may soften at the sight o'the child…

I know not why, nor wherefor to say live, boy…

- passive forms continued to grow and to extend in application, they began to be used with indirect and prepositional objects, e.g. The angel ys tolde the wordes… 'tis so concluded on; We'll be waited on.;
- establishment of Continuous forms with their present-day meaning of incomplete process (the 18th c), thus marking a new grammatical category – Aspect;
- developing analytical forms of Participle I (e.g. In having known no travel in his youth).
● Syntactical changes:

- stabilization of word order: it became fixed and direct: subject + predicate + object (S+P+O). In the 17th and 18th c word order was generally determined by the same rules as operate in English today$.

- predicative constructions (Complex Object, Gerundial Complexes, for-phrase with the Infinitive, Absolute Constructions) came to be used in Early NE.

6 Sources of English Vocabulary

The vocabulary of Modern English is approximately half Germanic (Old English and Scandinavian) and half Italic or Romance (French and Latin), with copious importations from Greek in science and technology and with considerable borrowings from Dutch, Low German, Italian, Spanish, German, Arabic, and many other languages. 

Names of basic concepts and things come from Old English or Anglo-Saxon: heaven and earth, love and hate, life and death, beginning and end, day and night, month and year, heat and cold, way and path, meadow and stream. Cardinal numerals come from Old English, as do all the ordinal numerals except "second" comes from Latin through French. From Old English come all the personal pronouns (except they, their, and them, which are from Scandinavian), the auxiliary verbs, most simple prepositions, and all conjunctions.

Numerous nouns would be identical whether they came from Old English or Scandinavian: father, mother, brother (but not sister); man, wife; ground, land, tree, grass; summer, winter; cliff, dale. Many verbs would also be identical, especially monosyllabic verbs – bring, come, get, hear, meet, see, set, sit, spin, stand, think. The same is true of the adjectives full and wise; the colour names gray, green, and white; the possessives mine and thine (but not ours and yours); the terms north and west (but not south and east); and the prepositions over and under. Just a few English and Scandinavian doublets coexist in current speech: no and nay, yea and ay, from and fro, rear (i.e., to bring up) and raise, shirt and skirt (both related to the adjective short), less and loose. From Scandinavian, law was borrowed early, whence bylaw, meaning "village law," and outlaw, meaning "man outside the law." Husband (hus-bondi) meant "householder," whether single or married, whereas fellow (fe-lagi) meant one who "lays fee" or shares property with another, and so "partner, shareholder." From Scandinavian come the common nouns band, birth, bloom, crook, dirt, egg, gait, gap, knife, loan, race, rift, root, score, seat, skill, sky, snare, thrift, and window; the adjectives awkward, flat, happy, ill, loose, rotten, rugged, sly, tight, ugly, weak, and wrong; and many verbs, including call, cast, clasp, clip, die, droop, drown, gasp, glitter, rake, rid, scare, snub, sprint, thrive, thrust, and want.
The debt of the English language to French is large. The terms president, representative, legislature, congress, constitution, and parliament are all French. So, too, are duke, marquis, viscount, and baron; but king, queen, lord, lady, earl, and knight are English. City, village, court, palace, manor, mansion, residence are French; but town, borough, hall, house, bower, room, and home are English. Comparison between English and French synonyms shows that the former are more human and concrete, the latter more intellectual and abstract; e.g., the terms freedom and liberty, friendship and amity, hatred and enmity, love and affection, likelihood and probability, truth and veracity, lying and mendacity. The superiority of French cooking is duly recognized by the adoption of such culinary terms as boil, broil, fry, grill, roast, and toast. Breakfast is English, but dinner and supper are French. Hunt is English, but chase, quarry, scent, and track are French. Craftsmen bear names of English origin: baker, builder, fisher(man), miller, shepherd, shoemaker, wainwright, and weaver, or webber. Names of skilled artisans, however, are French: carpenter, draper, haberdasher, joiner, mason, painter, plumber, and tailor. Many terms relating to dress and fashion, cuisine and viniculture, politics and diplomacy, drama and literature, art and ballet come from French.

In the spheres of science and technology many terms come from Classical Greek through French or directly from Greek. 
Ever since the 12th century, when merchants from the Netherlands made homes in East Anglia, Dutch words have infiltrated into Midland speech. For centuries a form of Low German was used by seafaring men in North Sea ports. Old nautical terms still in use include buoy, deck, dock, leak, pump, skipper, and yacht. The Dutch in New Amsterdam (later New York) and adjacent settlements gave the words boss, cookie, dope, snoop, and waffle to American speech. The Dutch in Cape Province gave the terms apartheid, commandeer, commando, and trek to South African speech.

Along with the rest of the Western world, English has accepted Italian as the language of music. The names of voices, parts, performers, instruments, forms of composition, and technical directions are all Italian. Many of the latter — allegro, andante, cantabile, crescendo, diminuendo, legato, maestoso, obbligato, pizzicato, staccato, — are also used metaphorically. In architecture, the terms belvedere, corridor, cupola, grotto, pedestal, pergola, piazza, pilaster, and rotunda are accepted; in literature, burlesque, extravaganza, stanza, and many more are used.

From Spanish, English has acquired the words armada, cannibal, cigar, galleon, guerrilla, matador, mosquito, quadroon, tornado, and vanilla, some of these loanwords going back to the 16th century. Many names of animals and plants have entered English from indigenous languages through Spanish: potato through Spanish patata from Taino batata, and tomato through Spanish tomate. Other words have entered from Latin America by way of Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and California; e.g., such words as canyon, cigar, lasso, mustang, pueblo, and rodeo. Some have gathered new connotations: bonanza, originally denoting "goodness," came through miners' slang to mean "spectacular windfall, prosperity"; mañana, "tomorrow," acquired an undertone of mysterious unpredictability.

From Arabic through European Spanish, through French from Spanish, through Latin, or occasionally through Greek, English has obtained the terms alchemy, alcohol, algebra, alkali, almanac, arsenal, assassin, elixir, mosque, sugar, syrup, zenith, and zero. From Hebrew, directly or by way of Vulgate Latin, come the terms amen, hallelujah, manna, messiah, pharisee, rabbi, sabbath; jubilee, leviathan; and, more recently, kosher, and kibbutz.

English has freely adopted and adapted words from many other languages, acquiring them sometimes directly and sometimes by devious routes. Each word has its own history. The following lists indicate the origins of a number of English words: Welsh — flannel, penguin, eisteddfod; Gaelic and Irish — shamrock, leprechaun, Tory, hooligan, clan, plaid, slogan, whisky; Norwegian — ski, ombudsman; Finnish — sauna; Russian — kvass, ruble, tsar, mammoth, astrakhan, vodka, samovar, tundra (from Lapp), troika, pogrom, duma, soviet, bolshevik, intelligentsia (from Latin through Polish), borscht, balalaika, sputnik, soyuz, salyut, lunokhod; Polish — mazurka; Czech — robot; Hungarian — goulash, paprika; Portuguese — marmalade, flamingo, molasses, veranda, port (wine); Basque — bizarre; Turkish — turban, coffee, kiosk, caviar, pasha, odalisque; Hindi — nabob, guru, sahib, maharajah, mahatma, pundit, punch (drink), jungle, cheetah, shampoo, mantra, loot, pajamas, polo; Persian — paradise, divan, lilac, bazaar, shah, caravan, chess, salamander, shawl, khaki; Chinese — tea, sampan; Japanese — kimono, tycoon, hara-kiri, judo, jujitsu, bushido, samurai, banzai, tsunami; Malay — ketchup, sago, bamboo, junk; Polynesian — aboo, tattoo; African languages — chimpanzee, mumbo jumbo, voodoo; Inuit — kayak, igloo, anorak; languages of the Caribbean — hurricane, tobacco, maize, iguana; Aboriginal Australian — kangaroo, boomerang.

4 Планы семинарских занятий по модулю British Studies
British Studies

Seminar 1

An Outline of the UK Geography

All the students are expected to look through a list of geographical terms, read a brief description of the UK geography (see file Geography_text), and a more detailed description from O’Driscoll’s book for some interesting details, to explore the map and be able to speak on the issues given below using the map. After discussion a written quiz will be offered.

1. The physical face of the United Kingdom: an overview

● ambiguity of the use of some geographical names [3, p.9–10]

● geographical position: advantages and disadvantages

● area

2. Surrounding waters

3. Islands and Coastline

4. Relief


● mountains, peaks


● plains and lowlands

5. Rivers

7. Lakes

8. Climate and weather, environmental issues.

9. Flora and fauna

10. Mineral wealth

11. Regions and their peculiarities: Southern England, the Midlands, Northern England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland.

Literature to use:

1. (mandatory) O’Driscoll, J. Britain for learners of English / J. O’Driscoll. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2009. – P. 8–10, 32–42.

Possible alternative sources of information (optional):

2. Козикис, Д.Д. Страноведение. Великобритания = British Studies: Учеб. пособие / Д.Д. Козикис, Г.И. Медведев, Н.В. Демченко. — 3-е изд. — Минск: Лексис, 2007. –  Chapter I: pp. 7–22. (available for borrowing from the library)
3. Барановский Л,С., Козикис Д.Д. Добрый день, Британия! = How Do you Do, Britain?: Пособие для учащихся школ с углубл. изуч.англ. яз., колледжей лицеев, гимназий, студентов вузов. – Минск.: И-во САДИ; М.: Московский лицей, 1997. – P. 11-53. (or the later edition – Минск: Выш. шк., 2006.) (The 1997 edition is available for borrowing from the library) 
31–41.

Seminar 2

The UK State and Political System (Part 1)

To get ready for the discussion you have to at least rely on the information from the reading [1], look through 2 additional articles on Parliament rules and watch the movie The Queen. Other sources mentioned below are optional. 

1 The United Kingdom as a Constitutional Monarchy 

2 The Role of the Monarch. The Popular Opinion about the Monarchy. [1]; [2]; [3, p.80-85]; [4, p.49].

3 The Commonwealth of Nations [1]; [4, p. 50-51].

4 Separation of Powers under the British Constitution [1]; [4, p.51-53].

5 The British Parliament: History, Composition, Procedures, Debates, Traditions, Rules [1]; [3, p.92-99].

Sources of Information:

(obligatory) 

[1] The UK State System (Reading) (file) + Parliamentary rules (2 articles)

[2] The movie “The Queen” (2006) (in English) 

(optional)

[3] O’Driscoll, J. Britain for learners of English / J. O’Driscoll. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2009. – P. 80-85; 92-99. (electronic version)

[4] Козикис, Д.Д. и др. Страноведение. Великобритания = British Studies: Учеб. пособие. – Минск: Лексис, 2004 – Chapter IV. – p. 47-68.

Seminar 3 The UK Political System and Economy

1
The Executive Power. 
The Government

The Prime Minister 

The Cabinet
The Civil Service. Whitehall 

Local Government 

[1, p. 85–91], [2]; [(optional) 4, p.69–71]
2
Political Parties
Conservative party [2]
Labour party [2]
Other parties [2]
3
Elections
The system [2]
The election campaign. Canvassing [2]; [(optional) 1, p.99–106]
4 The UK Economy (ranking in the world; sectors; institutions; recent record) [3]
Sources of Information:
[1] O’Driscoll, J. Britain for learners of English / J. O’Driscoll. – Oxford Univ. Press, 2009. 
[2] Political System (Reading) (see attached file)

[3] UK Economy (Reading) (see attached file)

[4] (optional) Козикис, Д.Д. и др. Страноведение. Великобритания = British Studies: Учеб. пособие. – Минск: Лексис, 2004.

Seminar 4 The People of the UK. The Four Nations

1. The Four Nations

- the English

- the Scots

- the Welsh

- the Irish

To look at:

■ Signs and symbols of national identity; famous representatives

■ Stereotypes of national character

■ Peculiarities of history

■ Phenomenon of Devolution

■ History of the conflict in Northern Ireland

2. Immigration to the UK. Ethnic Minorities.

3. The Union Jack

4. The Idea of Multiculturalism in the UK 

Reading:

1) The Four Nations (Reading) (mandatory minimum - enclosed).

Additional sources of information (optional):

2) O’Driscoll J. Britain. OEP, 1996. – P.10–13, 56–66.

3) Козикис, Д.Д. Страноведение. Великобритания. = British Studies: Учеб.пособие  / Д.Д. Козикис, Г.И. Медведев, Н.В. Демченко. – Минск: Лексис, 2004. – С.31–38, 71–75, 90–93.

4) Барановский, Л.С., Козикис, Д.Д. Добрый день, Британия!: учеб.пособие по странровдеению …. Мн.: Выш.шк., 2006. - P.56–59, 170–174. (In the earlier edition – Unit 8. Who Are the British? (III) The Irish; Unit 24. Some National Traits.)

Seminar 5 

Part 1 An Outline of the English Language History

1. Periodization.

2. Social History Background.

3. The main features of the language of each period and the changes that occurred (written monuments and literary works, outstanding personalities, phonology, grammar system, vocabulary)

3.1. Old English

3.2. Middle English

3.3. New and Modern English

Sources of information: the text of the lecture with self-check questions.

Part 2 Peculiarities of Communication Behaviour of the British
Traditions and Stereotypes of the British communication behaviour

- Weather Talk

- Politeness

- Humour.

Reading: 

1. Fox, K. Watching the English.  The Hidden Rules of English Behaviour / K. Fox. – Rev. ed. – Hodder, 2014. – 584 p. (extracts enclosed)

Методические материалы для контроля знаний студентов (тесты, вопросы к экзамену, критерии оценки)
5 Вопросы к экзамену

по дисциплине «Страноведение 1 ин. яз.»

Модуль “Великобритания = British Studies”

Third-Year Course "British Studies"

Questions to revise for the examination 

Questions to revise for the examination 

1. An Outline of Britain's Geography: geographical position and its significance, area, surrounding waters, islands, coastline.

2. An Outline of Britain's Geography: relief: mountains, peaks; rivers, lakes; mineral wealth, climate and weather.

3. Ancient Britain: early prehistoric evidence, prehistoric monuments, the Celts, Roman Britain.

4. Anglo-Saxon Britain, the Heptarchy, Scandinavian invasion, the Danelaw.

5. Norman Conquest. Norman Britain: social and political developments.

6. The Tudor Period (1485-1603): King Henry VII, VIII. Elizabethan Era.

7. The Seventeenth Century: Rise of Puritanism; The Civil War; the Restoration; the Great Plague; the Great Fire of London.

8. The 18th Century: the political parties; expansion of the empire; the Agricultural Revolution. Britain as the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution.

9. The 19th century: Napoleonic wars; Victorian Britain; the increase in Britain’s industrial power and wealth in the 19th century; Victorian values.

10. The rise of Liberalism and the working class in the late 19th century; creation of the Labour Party. The welfare state. The Suffragettes. Great Britain in the First World War.

11. Great Britain in and after World War II. The new international order; the loss of empire. Socio-Economic Reforms of the Labour Government in the 1940s, the welfare state.

12. Creation of the affluent society in Great Britain in the 20th century. The rise of the British youth culture in the 60-70s of the 20th century. M. Thatcher’s economic reforms.

13. Britain in the late 90s-early 21st century under the Labour and Conservative governments. The EU membership and Brexit. 

14. Scotland: a glimpse of history; national symbols, national identity and priorities in its preservation.

15. Wales: a glimpse of history; national symbols, national identity and priorities in its preservation.

16. Northern Ireland: Irish national symbols, signs of national identity; the problem of Ulster.

17. Ethnic Minorities in Great Britain; Immigration to the UK. Multiculturalism in Britain.

18. The United Kingdom as a Constitutional Monarchy (British Constitution; the Role of the Monarch).

19. The British Parliament: origin, history, composition, procedures, reforms.

20. Parliamentary traditions.

21. The British Government: the Prime Minister and the Cabinet.

22. Political Parties in the UK: History and Current Situation.

23. British election system: for and against; attempts to reform it. The situation of Hung Parliament.

24. Britain's Economy: economic system, sectors, institutions, an outline of economic history, recent economic developments and indicators.

25. Communication Behaviour of the English: Politeness Strategy (‘negative politeness’, ‘bumping’ experiment, queuing). 

26. Communication Behaviour of the English: Humour (general features, understatement, irony, self-deprecation). 

27. Communication Behaviour of the English: Weather Speak.

28. The History of the English Language: the Old English Period.

29 The History of the English Language: the Middle English Period.

30. The History of the English Language: the New and Modern English Period.

6 Образцы контрольных работ для тематического контроля

Progress Test (проводится на лекции)
Glimpses of Britain’s History

1) Who were the ancestors of the modern Irish and Scots?

a. Romans


b. Celts


c. Scandinavians

2) In what area were Romans especially advanced?


a. farming


b. arts


c. construction

3) What is the meaning of the Latin word castra to which English –chester in Manchester, Glocester, etc. goes back to?


a. city


b. shop


c. camp

4) What is the name of St. Augustine connected with?

a. printing the first book in English

b. introduction of Christianity in Britain

c. establishing the Anglican Church

5) What happened in 1066?


a. the Viking invasion


b. the Anglo-Saxon invasion


c. the Norman Conquest

6) What language was the language of administration in Norman Britain?


a. German


b. English


c. Norman French

7) What socio-economic and political system existed in Britain before and after the Norman Conquest?


a. tribal system 


b. feudalism


c. capitalism

8) When was Magna Carter signed?

a. 835


b. 1215


c. 1295

9) What century does the origin of British Parliament go back to?


a. 11th


b. 12th


c. 13th
10) What dynasty did king Henry VIII belong?


a. Windsor


b. Stewart


c. Tudor

An Outline of Britain’s Geography

Quiz
(Проводится на семинарских занятиях)

1. The most westerly point of the island of Great Britain.

2. An island in the Irish Sea that has Parliament of its own.

3. The major range of mountains known as the ‘backbone of England’.

4. The two places the Channel tunnel connects on the British and French coasts.

5. The area in Cumbria known for its lakes.

6. What is the name Loch Ness associated with?
7. What is Snowdon?

8. Which of the rivers given flow to the North Sea:

the Clyde, the Severn, the Thames, the Avon, the Shannon, the Tyne?
9. What are the major factors influencing the British climate? (Name at least three)

10.  Give at least two adjectives that best characterize Britain’s weather.

11.  The highest peak in Scottish Highlands.

12. What raw materials provided for the Industrial Revolution in Britain?

13. When and due to what did the UK become self-sufficient in oil?

14. Where were the major coalmines?

15. A line of shrubs and trees, planted in such a way as to mark the boundary of an area and forming a characteristic bird’s eye view of the British landscape.

Обзорный тест по модулю (для самопроверки)
1 What is one of the islands called which is a possession of the British crown but has its own parliament? 

a. The Isle of White;

b. Skye;

c. the Isle of Man;

d. Anglesey.

2 Who of the British kings or queens can be described as the longest ruling monarch?

a. Queen Elizabeth I;

b. King Henry VIII;

c. Queen Elizabeth II;

d. Queen Victoria.

3 The term ‘devolution’ for the United Kingdom means

a. the loss of British colonies after World War II;

b. transfer of political power from regional governments to the central one;

с. creation of a parliament in Scotland and assemblies in Wales and Northern Ireland;

d. the decline in manufacturing.

4 The British election system can be described as

a. absolute majority;

b. proportional representation;

c. first past the post;

d. voting a straight ticket.

5 A part of Margaret Thatcher’s conservative government economic policy was

a. privatization of state-run industries;

b. creation of the welfare state;

c. encouraging trade unions;

d. raising taxes.

6 The political successor to the 17th century Whigs in Britain was

a. the Labour Party;

b. the Liberal Party;

c. the Social Democratic Party;

d. the Conservative Party. 

7 What is Britain’s most famous prehistoric monument?

a. Salisbury Cathedral;

b. Westminster Abbey;

c. Hadrian’s Wall;

d. Stonehenge.

8 What was the dominant art form of the English Renaissance (the early 16th – the mid 17th century)?

a. painting;

b. literature;

c. sculpture;

d. architecture.

9 For Wales the priority in preserving its cultural and political identity in the 20th century was

a. speaking the Welsh language;

b. having its capital city;

c. having Welsh national university;

d. being separate from the UK.

10 What period of the English language history does the poem Beowulf belong to?

a. Old English;

b. Middle English;

c. New English;

d. Modern English.

7 Достигаемый уровень коммуникативной компетенции в соответствии с Общеевропейской шкалой уровней владения иностранным языком 

Студент, успешно освоивший программу обучения по данной дисциплине, должен обладать компетенциями, соответствующими уровню. B2 и C1 согласно Общеевропейской концепции языкового образования. 

В2 Пороговый продвинутый уровень (Vantage)

Студент понимает общее содержание текстов на разные темы, в том числе по специальности. Говорит достаточно быстро в среднем темпе носителей языка и спонтанно, что обеспечивает возможность общения с носителями языка без особых затруднений для любой из сторон. Может сделать четкое подробное сообщение на различные темы и изложить свой взгляд на проблему, показать преимущества и недостатки разных мнений.
С1 Уровень профессионального владения (Effective Operational Proficiency)

Студент понимает содержание больших по объему текстов, разных по тематике, распознает их значение на уровне смысла. Говорит спонтанно в темпе носителей языка, не испытывая затруднений в выборе языковых средств. Гибко и эффективно использует язык для общения в научной и профессиональной деятельности. Mожет создать точное, детальное, хорошо сконструированное сообщение на любую тему, демонстрируя владение моделями организации текста, средствами связи его элементов.
Вспомогательные материалы
8 Методические рекомендации по изучению дисциплины 
и отдельных ее тем

Дополнительный материал по теме “State and Political System” 

British Parliamentary Traditions 

1 An Overview of the British Parliament

2 Parliamentary Traditions and Procedures

2.1 The State Opening of Parliament

2.2 The Language Used in Parliament

2.3 Other Parliamentary Traditions

1 An Overview of the British Parliament

Great Britain is often referred to as the ‘Mother of Parliament’, because the United Kingdom has the longest continuous tradition of parliament. The origins of the British Parliament can be traced to the advisory council witenagemot "meeting of the wise" that used to share power with tribal chiefs in Anglo-Saxon times. On a regular basis Parliament began meeting in the 13th century, gradually limiting the power of the monarch.

At present, the Parliament of Great Britain is the legislative body of the nation. Formally, it consists of the monarch, the House of Commons, and the House of Lords. 

The House of Commons has about 650 elected members. The maximum period between elections is five years, but the actual timing of an election is usually decided by the prime minister. The primary official in the Commons is the Speaker, whose duty is to administer the House and conduct the debate.

The House of Lords consists of the Lords Spiritual (Archbishops and Bishops) and the Lords Temporal. The Lords Temporal comprise hereditary peers (their number has been considerably reduced by 1999 House of Lords Act) and life peers. The House is presided over by the Lord Speaker, who takes his or her place on the woolsack (the woolsack is a seat in the form of a large cushion stuffed with wool from several Commonwealth countries; it is a tradition dating from the medieval period, when wool was the chief source of the country’s wealth).

Both houses, and especially the Commons, are organized along party lines. Normally the largest party in the Commons forms the government, and the leading members of this party are appointed to senior ministerial positions (the Cabinet). They must explain and defend their policies and acts to the Commons. All important legislation is introduced into Parliament by the government. The House of Lords no longer has the power to kill a piece of legislation. It can initiate amendments on bills (except money bills) and delay legislation.

Because the government usually has a majority in the Commons, it can normally ensure that its major policies are accepted by Parliament. Party loyalty and discipline in Commons are strong.

Parliament's history is one of long competition with the monarchy, and eventual supremacy. 

2 Parliamentary Traditions and Procedures

Being an old institution, British Parliament has a lot of traditions and conventions that are maintained and carefully observed.

2.1 The State Opening of Parliament


The State Opening of Parliament is an annual event held usually in October or November that marks the commencement of a session of Parliament.


The State Opening is a lavish ceremony. First, the cellars of the Palace of Westminster are searched in order to prevent a modern-day Gunpowder Plot. The Plot of 1605 involved a failed attempt by English Catholics to blow up the Houses of Parliament and kill the Protestant King James I and aristocracy. Since then the 5th of November has been celebrated all over Britain as Guy Fawkes Day (after the name of one of the plotters) or Bonfire Night and the cellars have been searched by the Yeomen of the Guard but for the sake of form only.

The Monarch arrives at the Palace of Westminster in a horse-drawn coach, the Royal regalia traveling separately. Serving the custom, dating back to days when the monarch and Parliament were on less cordial terms, a government whip is held ‘hostage’ at Buckingham Palace to guarantee the safe return of the monarch. 


Then, after s/he takes on the Robes of State and the Imperial State Crown, the Monarch proceeds to the Lords Chamber and takes place on the Throne. 

The ceremony is traditionally held in the Lords Chamber rather than in the Commons Chamber due to a custom initiated in the 17th century. In 1642, King Charles I entered the House of Commons and attempted to arrest five members. The Speaker defied the King, refusing to inform him as to where the members were hiding. Ever since that incident, no monarch has entered the House of Commons.

Once on the throne, the Monarch orders the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod to summon the Commons. As s/he approaches the doors to the Chamber of the Commons, they are closed in his face - symbolically to maintain the right of the Commons to debate without the presence of the Monarch’s representative. Black Rod then strikes three times with the staff (from which s/he derives the name), and is then admitted and issues the summons of the monarch to attend in the following formula: “Mr/Madam Speaker, The King/Queen commands this honorable House to attend His/Her Majesty immediately in the House of Peers”. The Speaker proceeds to attend the summons at once, leading the Members of the House of Commons as they slowly walk towards the House of Lords. By custom, the members rather saunter, with much discussion and joking, rather than formally process. The Prime Minister and the Leader of the Opposition usually walk side by side, leading the two lines of MPs. 


The Commons arrive at the Bar of the House of Lords and remain there for the Monarch’s speech. The Monarch reads the prepared speech outlining the Government’s agenda for the coming year.


The speech is not written by the Monarch him/herself, but rather by the Cabinet. The Monarch reads the entire speech in the same tone so as to indicate his/her neutrality, implying neither approval nor disapproval of the policies announced. 

Traditionally, the Houses of Parliament listen to the speech respectfully, keeping total silence in the presence of the monarch neither applauding nor showing dissent towards the contents. This silence, however, was broken once in 1998, when the Queen announced the Government’s plan of abolishing the right of hereditary peers to sit in the House of Lords. A few members cried ‘no’ and ‘shame’, prompting others to shout ‘yes’ and ‘hear hear’. The Queen continued delivering her speech without any pause, ignoring the intervention. The conduct of those who interrupted the speech was highly criticized at the time.

2.2. The Language Used in Parliament

During debate in the Commons, Members refer to each other only by the name of their constituencies or by the official position, not by their actual names. In general, the description used is “the Honourable Member for…” However, Privy Councillors (senior Ministers, past or present, and other senior Members) are “the Right Honourable Member for… “. Less frequently heard these days are “the Noble Lord, the Member for…” which is used for a member with a courtesy title (e.g. the son of a duke, marquess or earl) who sits in the House of Commons. Ministers are usually described by their titles (e.g. “the Secretary of State”, or “the Minister” or as “the Right Honourable Gentleman, the Prime Minister”.

The use of these forms of address is long standing. The purpose of this style of address is to maintain the dignity of the house and its Members, to make criticism and comment less direct, as well as showing respect to the Chair. A Member persistently offending against the tradition and using “you” or a Member’s name, is likely to be corrected by the Speaker and to be interrupted by shouts of “order” from other Members.


The style of debate in the House has traditionally been based on the principle of cut‐and‐thrust; listening to other Members' speeches and intervening in them in spontaneous reaction to opponents' views. It is thus very different from the debating style in use in some overseas legislatures, where reading of set‐piece speeches from a podium or from individual desks is more common. This style of debate can make the Commons Chamber a rather noisy place with robustly expressed opinion, many interventions, expressions of approval or disapproval and, sometimes, of repartee and banter.


There is, of course, a fine line to be drawn between vigorous debate and forthright expression of views and a deliberate attempt to intimidate an opponent. Members have the right, when speaking, to be heard without unendurable background noise (deliberate or accidental) and the Chair will call for order if it appears there is an attempt to drown out a Member or when a number of Members are leaving the Chamber, or conversing loudly. The profound deference towards Ministers and Prime Ministers apparent in some overseas parliaments is generally lacking in the Commons.


To maintain the spontaneity of debate, reading a prepared speech is not allowed though using notes is. Notes are not permitted at all in asking Supplementary Questions, although the absolute ban on direct quotations has recently been lifted. Ministers do have notes on possible supplementary questions, drawn up by their Civil Servants to aid them in providing answers to Parliamentary

questioning.

When MPs vote in the Commons they say ‘aye’ or ‘no’. In the Lords, members vote saying ‘content’ or ‘not content’.

Language and expressions used in the Chamber must confirm to a number of rules. Parliamentary language is characterized by good temper and moderation. Objection has been taken both to insulting, coarse, or abusive language and to charges of lying or being drunk, and misrepresentation of the words of another. Among the words to which Speakers have objected over the years have been blackguard, coward, git, guttersnipe, hooligan, rat, swine, stoolpigeon and traitor. The Speaker will direct Member who has used an unparliamentary word or phrase to withdraw it. 

2.3 Other Parliamentary Traditions 

Dragging the Speaker of the House of Commons

When a new Speaker of the House of Commons is elected, the successful candidate is physically dragged to the Chair by other MPs. 

This custom has its roots in the Speaker’s function to communicate the Commons’ opinions to the monarch. Historically, if the monarch didn’t agree with the message being communicated then the early death of the Speaker could follow. Therefore, as you can imagine, previous Speakers required some gentle persuasion to accept the post.

Prayers

Each sitting in both Houses begins with prayers. Members stand for prayers facing the wall behind them. It’s been argued this practice developed due to the difficulty Members would historically have faced of kneeling to pray while wearing a sword.

Catching the Speaker’s eye

To participate in a debate in the House of Commons or at question time, MPs have to be called by the Speaker. MPs usually rise or half-rise from their seats in a bid to get the Speaker’s attention – this is known as 'catching the Speaker's eye'.

Members generally bow to the Speaker on leaving the House which is supposed to derive from a gesture of respect made to the altar (the Speaker sat in front of the altar) in St. Stephen’s Chapel, which the Commons occupied from about 1550 until 1834.

The police shout “Who goes home?” when the House rises. This is often explained as an invitation to Members to join together in bands to cross what in the past were the dangerous unlit fields between Westminster and the City, or to hire boats homeward on the Thames as a party in order to save the individual fares (the same they apply to taxis nowadays). The Speaker, on leaving the Chair, will say, to the Sergeant “usual time tomorrow”. 

Another call is made during the Speaker’s procession, when the inspector on duty in Central Lobby shouts “Hats off, Strangers”. There are of course few wearing hats, but the police remove their helmets. This is a relic of the elaborate hat wearing etiquette of former centuries.

Another curious survival of the 18th century is the provision of snuff, in recent years at public expense, for Members and Officers of the House, at the doorkeepers’ box at the entrance to the Chamber. Very few Members take snuff nowadays. Snuff, however, is the only form of tobacco to be tolerated in or around the Chamber, smoking has been banned there and in committees since 1693.

Briefcases are not allowed in the chamber, and the reading of newspapers, magazines, letters or other material (except when connected with the issue under discussion) is not permitted. The Speaker has deprecated the noise of distracting electronic pagers, telephones and other electronic devices in the Chamber, although they are acceptable provided they are silent. 

Eating and drinking (except for discreet sips to ease the voice) are not permitted, in contrast to what must have happened in previous centuries, when visitors observed Members sucking oranges and cracking nuts.

9 Методические рекомендации по самостоятельной работе студентов

Текущая самостоятельная работа студентов направлена на углубление и закрепление знаний студента, развитие практических умений и включает следующие виды работ:

– анализ материала;

– выполнение проблемных домашних заданий;

– подготовка к обсуждению вопросов на семинарах;

– подготовка к тестам тематического контроля;

– просмотр учебных документальных видеопрограмм:

Glimpses of Britain;

Guide to Britain
- просмотр фрагментов видеолекций по истории английского языка, например, американского ученого С. Лерера (Seth Lerer) и др.
- просмотр художественных фильмов
The Queen
The King’s Speech
The Iron Lady и др.
Творческая проблемно-ориентированная самостоятельная работа ориентирована на развитие интеллектуальных умений, комплекса универсальных (общекультурных) и профессиональных компетенций, повышение творческого потенциала студентов, включает следующие виды работ:

– выполнение индивидуальных и групповых проектов;

– написание сочиненій;

– докладов;

– поиск дополнительного фактического материала в оригинальной литературе и средствах массовой информации, подготовка презентаций.
Качество работы студентов с практическими материалами контролируется на практических занятиях в виде мини-опросов, письменных тестов, презентаций проектов.
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