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TEST 1. U.S. GOVERNMENT
1. The basic framework of American government was set down by: 

a) the U.S. Constitution of 1789;                                  b) the Declaration of Independence; 

c) the Bill of Rights,                                                      d) the U.S. Code.

2. The behavior of U.S. legislators has little to do with a) lobbying, b) central party discipline, c) the congressional power of investigation, d) the wishes of their electors.

3. The Senate is traditionally a) lower, b) upper, c) more democratic, d) equal to the House of Representatives.

4. The House of Representatives consists of a) 100, b) 135, c) 435, d) 400 members, each of whom is elected by a congressional district or constituency (around 520,000 people) and serves a two-year term. 
5. The legislation dealing with gathering revenue (generally through taxes) must originate in the a) Senate, b) House of Representatives, c) the Supreme Court, d) the congressional investigation committee. 
6.  a) The Senate b) The House of Representatives, c) The Supreme Court, d) The President has the sole power to try impeachment cases and to find officials guilty or not guilty by a two-thirds majority guilty verdict.
7. According to the U.S. Constitution, President of the Senate is 
a) the Senate Majority Leader,                  b) President pro tempore, 

c) vice president,                                       d) the Speaker. 

8. a) The Speaker, b) President pro tempore, c) the U.S. president, d) the U.S. vice-president is always a member of the political party with the largest representation in the House of Representatives, aka the majority.

9.  The head of the executive branch is the U.S. President, who is both the head of state and head of government. He is always elected for 
a) a two-year term,                                    b) a four-year term, 

c) a three-year term; c)                             d) a five-year term.

10. The President and the Vice President are the only two nationally elected officials in the U.S. Presidents are elected 

a) directly by all people,                                                     b) indirectly, through the district courts, 

c) openly by members of the two leading parties,             d) indirectly, through the Electoral College.

TEST 2. THE UNITED STATES CULTURE AND AMERICAN IDENTITY

1. American culture is commonly dated from 

a) the day when Christopher Columbus first disembarked from his ship on the American coast, 

b) the first permanent English settlement of 1607, 

c) from the days when original inhabitants were conquered, 

d) from the days when the English rulers in America were overthrown. 
2. American culture possesses an unusual mixture of patterns and forms, values and belief systems contributed by a) Europeans, b) Native American peoples, c) European colonizers, Native American peoples, African and Asian immigrants. d) African and Asian immigrants.

3. At first, during the a) 19th century, b) 16th century, c) 18th century, d) 17th century American culture was a unique American voice. Later American cultural self-identity became more complex and more diverse as immigrants streamed into the country.

4. The existence in the American culture of two major trends called assimilation and multiculturalism became possible only because of American a) pragmatism, b) Puritanism, c) pluralism, d) nationalism.

5. An intense process of consistent integration when members of an ethno-cultural group, usually immigrants, or other minority groups, are “absorbed” into an established, generally larger community is called cultural a) adaptation, b) naturalization, c) diversification, d) assimilation.
6. The idea of multiculturalism is often put forward as an alternative to assimilation or the old melting pot metaphor. Today’s ideologies of multiculturalism and diversity 

a) deny the existence of a common culture in the U.S., denounce the assimilation, and promote the primacy of racial, ethnic, and other sub-national cultural identities and groupings. 

b) see multiculturalism as a relentless economic progression. The hard working new-arrivals struggle along with a new language and at low paying jobs in order for their children to climb the economic ladder, each generation advancing a rung. 

c) see multiculturalism as a means to integrate immigrants into the general American culture.
d) deny all the ethnicities that make up the U.S.A. as well as their national features and originality. 

7. The term hyphenated American refers to Americans who consider themselves …

a) citizens of both their home country and the U.S. with a dual citizenship.

b) of a distinct cultural origin other than the U.S., and who claim to hold loyalty to both. 

c) American citizens but are defined as foreigners by other people.

d) American citizens with conflicting loyalties because one day they agree with the global citizen concept of caring about all people regardless of nationality, the other day they stick only to their American identity.

8. American pluralism arises from a) the Articles of Confederation, b) the Bill of Rights, c) the Emancipation Proclamation, d) the U.S. Constitution. It allows for distinctiveness rather than uniformity, and many American people take pride in preserving and celebrating their origins. 

9. The term Americanization refers to …

a) the influence that the U.S.A. has on the culture of other countries, substituting their culture with American culture.
b) the process of readapting foreign movies and shows for American viewers. 

c) the process of adapting immigrants to the American way of life in order to become U.S. citizens. 

d) the influence that the U.S.A. has on the culture of other countries, substituting their culture with American culture; the process of adapting immigrants to the American way of life in order to become U.S. citizens; the process of readapting foreign movies and shows for American viewers. 

10. The U.S. has become the dominant cultural source for entertainment and popular fashion, from the jeans and T-shirts young people wear to the music groups and rock stars they listen to and the movies they see. Within the U.S. American mass culture 

a) ) increases class and ethnic distinctions in the American society and makes it more democratic, less profit-oriented and equal. 

b) produces a homogeneous commercial atmosphere throughout the country. It homogenizes tastes, styles, and points of view among different groups in the U.S. 
c) increases the general standard of taste, since mass media seek to please the largest number of people by appealing to their tastes. 

d) increases interest in the culture or political developments in the U.S.A. by other countries.
TEST 3. AMERICAN CULTURAL TRAITS

1. American values are often portrayed as global or universal ones. This trend is not only cultural but also a political one. By spreading and dissemination its culture all over the world the U.S. is shaping the perception of the country overseas. So, American culture has become a means of 

a) brainwashing and indoctrination.  b)cultural pluralism.

c) cultural juggernaut. d) adapting immigrants to the U.S. way of life in order to become American citizens.

2. Some values and beliefs are at the core of the American value system; they unite all Americans and shape their culture. They are: 

a) free market, a republican form of government. 

b) democracy, pluralism, and patriotism
c) individual liberty, individualism, self-sufficiency, equality, free market, a republican form of government, democracy, pluralism, and patriotism.

d) individual liberty, individualism, self-sufficiency, equality, multiculturalism, free market, a republican form of government, democracy and patriotism.
3. At the center of all that Americans value is freedom. The notion that America offers freedom for all is an ideal that unifies Americans and links present to past. Americans’ understanding of freedom is shaped by the belief of a) George Washington, b) the Founding Fathers, c) Thomas Jefferson, d) Abraham Lincoln, that all people are equal and that the role of government is to protect each person’s basic “inalienable” rights as prescribed in the U.S. Constitution’s Bill of Rights.

4. Individual freedom is the cornerstone of American values. It is believed that a free individual’s identity should be held sacred and that his or her dignity and integrity should not be violated. Individualism understood not only as a) freedom а choice but also as  freedom of speech, b) self-reliance, individual resourcefulness but also as economic self-sufficiency, and freedom а choice, c) freedom but also as independence, d) freedom but also as confidence, has been a central theme in American history.

5. Privacy is associated with the value of freedom. The notion of individual privacy may make it difficult for Americans to make friends and adapt to other cultures’ customs and habits. Americans are known as a …

a)“free-contact people”,                 b) “contact people”, 

c) “non-contact people,”                 d) “intimate-contact people.” 

6. The desire to progress by making use of opportunities is important to Americans. In this immigrant society, progress is personally measured by 

a) a number of possessions,         b) family progress over generations,

c) willingness to work hard,       d) a good education for the children.  

7. Americans idealize whatever is practical. In America, “what works is what counts.” In American community and political life the ‘do-it-yourself’ spirit is also known as 

a) volunteerism,                                        b) entrepreneurial impudence and ability, 

c) personal courage,                                d) efficiency.

8. Mobility in America is a sign of 

a) voluntarism,                                       b) pessimism, 

c) patriotism,                                          d) optimism.

9. Because American society is so competitive, Americans feel in the end that they 

a) can only rely on themselves.      b) must recognize their places.
c) shouldn’t try to stick out.   d) cannot devise workable solutions to the daily problems, dangers they face.

10. Americans are profoundly future-oriented. 

a) They often look back to the past for guidance.

b) They have a nearly exclusive respect for the future and what it will bring and believe that for every problem there is a rational solution. 

c) Americans see their histories as cycles of good times and bad times.

d) Americans don’t think that they have the power to affect the course of events.

TEST 4. AMERICAN ENGLISH

1. American English is 

a) a deviation from the norm of the English language,     b) an American variant of the English language ,

с) a local usage of the English language,                         d) an American dialect of the English language. 

2. American English (AE) separated from British English (BE) because of …

a) political circumstances in the17th century,  b) curiosity of first settlers,

c) disparity between the environment, life and traditions of the American people since 17th century and those of the English,                                d) British habit of conformity.
3. The history of AE counts more than a) three, b) two, c) four, d) two or three centuries. 

4. One of the strongest forces to shape the language in the New World were

 a) European languages, b) Latin and Greek, c) Native American languages, d) European languages, Latin and Greek.

5. The replenishment of the vocabulary of AE went by …

a) appearance of new words.    b) appearance of new words, change of word meaning and borrowing from other languages

b) change of word meaning.        d) borrowing from other languages.

6. There exist two established forms of English pronunciation: Standard American English (SAE) and Received Pronunciation (RP). Both SAE and RP differ in …

a) word stress patterns,      b) the articulation of single phonemes within words and American rhotacism, 

c) an increased number of allophones for some phonemes.                d) sounds, stress, accent, intonation.
7. American grammar runs amok. It differs from its British counterpart in…

a) the usage of some tense forms and the subjunctive mood.
b) the usage of prepositions, different phrases with verb - adverb combinations.

c) the usage of singular and plural forms of nouns, prefixes and  suffixes, the usage of the morphological forms and word formation

d)  a), b) , c) put together.

8. AE spelling differs from BE spelling largely because of one man a) George Bernard Shaw, b) Noah Webster, c) Theodor Dreiser, d) Fennimore Cooper, who sought to standardize spelling in the United States by promoting the use of the American language that intentionally differed from BE. 

9. Among the strongest forces to shape the language in the New World were Native American languages. American Indian words became parts of English mostly because…

a) in America the colonialists encountered things and entities that were unfamiliar to them. 

b) they were very exotic and strikingly amazing.

c) Americans tried to encourage people to use “wigwam words.”

d) the Indian cultural influence was strong.

10. AE has borrowed more words from Spanish than from any other modern European language. Nowadays the Spanish influence on American life and language a) has ended, b) has increased, c) is growing, d) has decreased.
