ТЕМАТИКА СЕМИНАРСКИХ ЗАНЯТИЙ ПО ДИСЦИПЛИНЕ

«СТРАНОВЕДЕНИЕ 2 ИН. ЯЗ.» 
4 курс 

VII семестр
МОДУЛЬ “СТРАНОВЕДЕНИЕ США”
Seminar 1. U.S. history: from colonization to the nation expansion

1. Colonization of North America. 

2. The 13 American colonies. 

3. American Revolution and Constitution of the United States. The Bill of Rights.

4. Westward Expansion.
5. The civil war. American Reconstruction and its role.

6. Industrialization and immigration.

7. Progressivism and its role.

Seminar 2. The USA in the second half of the 19th century.

1. America in the post WWI period. Red Scare policy.

2. The Roaring Twenties.

3. Great Depression and the New Deal.

Seminar 3. The USA in the 20th and 21st centuries
4. Political life of the United States:  

· U.S. political parties 

· America’s Global Role: 

· The cold war years; 

· d. George W. Bush and his Doctrine; 

· B. Obama as a “world’s pacifier”. 

VIII семестр
Seminar 4. U.S. economy

1. U.S. economy and its characteristics. The role of the U.S. government.

2. U.S. as a world’s economic leader and trader of technology and agricultural products

3. Financial institutions and banking in the U.S.

4. Credit crunch and economic recession of 2008-2009 and current economic recovery.

Seminar 5. Federal government of the United States 

1. U.S. government: the Executive, Legislative and Judicial Branches. 

2. U.S. policy of checks and balances.

3. Politics of the United States.

4. U.S. political parties and elections in the United States.

Seminar 6. American Culture

1. American culture: definition, pluralism and its cultural trends and tendencies.

2. Immigration and its impact on American culture.

3. American Beliefs and Values: American patriotism, American attitude to work, The American dream, American family, etc.

4. American English vs. British English, their differences in vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar; 

5. Linguistic peculiarities introduced by various ethnic groups in the course of American history: a). American Indian languages and their influence, b). German influence, c). Spanish influence, d). French contributions, g). English of American Blacks, e). Yiddish borrowings, 
f). Slavic / Russian borrowings. 

