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DEVELOPMENT OF SMALL BUSINESS IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS
PA3BHUTUE MAJIOI'O BU3HECA B PECITYBJIMKE BEJIAPYChH

Mainomy Gu3HECy OTBOJUTCS BaKHasi POJIb B COLMANBHO-IKOHOMHYECKOM pa3-
BuTHHU PecriyGnuxu benapyce. I'ocynapceTBo ynensier ocoGoe BHUMaHUE yBEIMYEHHIO
WHBECTHIIMOHHOM aKTHMBHOCTH B 3TOM CEKTOpe 5KOHOMHKY. Hanuuue B HalMoOHAIb-
HOIf 5KOHOMHMKE BBICOKOPa3BHTOrO ¥ 3¢(eKTHBHOro Maoro GH3Heca MoKeT obecre-
YUTh TOMOIHUTENbHBIE 3D (HEKTHI B 9KOHOMHYECKOM Pa3BUTHU.

My report deals with development of small business in the Republic of Belarus.
The Republic of Belarus lays special emphasis on development of small business and
takes necessary measures to stimulate and create an enabling environment for en-
hancing the investment activity in this sector of economy, also by attracting foreign
investments. Business plays an important role in the social and economic develop-
ment of the country and contributes to formation of a competitive environment, in-
crease in output of consumer goods, extension of the services sphere, creation of new
jobs and additional economic sustainability. The share of the employed (accounting
individual entrepreneurs) in the small business makes up about 13 % of the total em-
ployed in the economy. The Belarusian small-sized enterprises produce about 6 % of
the total output of goods (works, services). Small-sized enterprises account for 7.3 %
of the GDP.

In the recent years, a positive tendency of increasing the number of small busi-
ness entities is observed in the Republic of Belarus. As of 01.10.2005,
33.9 thousand small-sized enterprises and nearly 178 thousand individual entrepre-
neurs operated in the country. Private small-sized enterprises are characterized by
higher growth rates of main economic indicators than in the economy sectors as a
whole. This is yet one more proof that small-business entities are more mobile and
important contributors to the country’s economic growth. The small business sphere
encompasses actually all sectors and spheres of activity. The largest number of small-
business entities operates in the trade and public catering sector — 39.6%, industry —
23.6 %, construction — 12.1 %, and transport — 5.9 %.

The governmental policy pursued in the sphere of developing and promoting the
business is an integral part of the country’s economic policy. The system of state
support of the small business emerged after passing the Law of the Republic of Bela-
rus on State Support of Small Business in the Republic of Belarus in 1996. Since
1997, annual programs of state support of small business are being drawn up and im-
plemented.
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The Councils of Individual Entrepreneurs were set up to improve the coordina-
tion of individual entrepreneurs, trade outlet owners, local executive and regulatory
authorities at the markets and other trading facilities in the country. To guarantee and
observe rights and statutory interests of the entities effecting the business, expand the
market of goods and services, create an enabling economic environment in the coun-
try, the President of the Republic of Belarus signed Decrees
Ne 148 On High Priority Measures for Business Support of 24 March 2005, Ne 285
On Specific Measures of Regulating Entrepreneurial Activity of 18 June 2005 and
Ne 225 On Specific Issues of Effecting Handicraft by Natural Persons of 16 May
2005.

The national contest Best Businessman of the Year is annually held in Belarus to
promote professionalism and business reputation of managers and personnel of busi-
ness organizations, create a positive image of a businessman and stimulate entrepre-
neurial initiatives of the community to address targets of the country’s socioeconomic
development. To identify new lines and expand spheres of the state business support,
the concept of state support and development of small and medium business for
2006-2010 was drafted and the Bill On Support of Small and Medium Business was
drawn up to define main principles, types and forms of the state support of business
entities. The governmental policy for supporting and developing small business in
2006 and also for a mid-term up to 2010 is to improve the regulation of the entrepre-
neurial activity to create an enabling environment for a dynamic and sustainable de-
velopment of this economy sector.

To conclude, the state lays special emphasis on establishing a rational sectoral
structure of entrepreneurial activity, intensifying activity of these economy entities in
investment and innovation spheres, stimulating business development not only in the
capital and Regional centers, but also in District towns, and urban and rural settle-
ments.
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TOURISM DEVELOPMENT AS ONE OF THE MAIN DIRECTION
IN THE NATIONAL ECONOMY
PA3BUTHE TYPU3MA KAK OJHO 3 OCHOBHBIX HAIIPABJIEHMI PA3BATHSA
B HAITUOHAJILHOY SKOHOMUKE

B craThe paccMaTPHBAIOTCA OCHOBHEIE HATIPABJICHUs Pa3BUTHS TypusMa B Bena-
PYCH C YYETOM HallMOHAIBHBIX OCOOEHHOCTEH M COBPEMEHHBIX TeHACHIUN pa3BUTHS
MHPOBOT'O PHIHKA TYPHCTHYECKHUX YCIYT.

The problem of tourism development is considered as one of the main directions
in our national program. Various places of interest, awesome nature acquire to im-
prove the tourism situation in national economy. Well developed tourism helps to
solve the probﬁ%y‘ Ealance.
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