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TOURISM IN BELARUS: STATE AND THE WAYS
OF DEVELOPMENT

TYPH3M B BEJIAPYCH: COCTOSHHE H IIYTH PASBHTHA

Tourism is said to build bridges between countries, but it is also an
important source of revenue for a country’s economy and by creating jobs
in towns and rural areas it can greatly benefit the population,

The history of Belarus is full of dramatic events: the complete
destruction of the country during World War 1I; the subsequent
impoverishment during the years of the USSR (though many Belarusians
would state that they were better off at that time than they are now); the
Chernobyl disaster in April 1986.

At present Belarus is known to be the counl.ry of law and order, some
would say that there is too much law but Belarus has not gone the way of
Russia and crime is at a low level. The streets are safe at night and the
people are very warm and welcoming.

The aim of Belarusian tourism is to make visitors feel welcome in the
country. Belarus has a good potential for Lourism, because it is rich in places
to see, for example Byelovezhskaya Puscha, Glory Mound, Khatyn Memorial,
Nesvizh, Museum of Folk Architecture, Zhirovichi Monastery, ete,

Belovezhskaya Puscha is gradually becoming one of the most lucrative
sectors of Belarus' tourist industry: around 50,000 people visited
Byelovezhskaya Forest in 2003 bringing in some 300,000, During the
same time period, just 100 hunters alone brought in around 200,000.
Hunters pay not only for a license, bul also for accommodation, hide
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treatment services and guides. It is estimated that the average person who
travels to Belarus to shoot a bison spends 5,000 in the country.

However, the development of national tourism faces serious problems.
The most important one is the lack of finance to develop tourist
infrastructure. Foreigners often have to spend hours at the border
checkpoints; a visa to Belarus costs much more than visas to Russia, the
Ukraine and the Baltic eountries. Poor quality services available to foreign
tourists, high prices, and unfavorable political climate also do little to
attract foreign tourists to our country. Besides, a new tax on the revenue
of Minsk travel agents was introduced and this caused price hikes. All this
combined with bad management and ineffective marketing policy affected
badly Belarus' tourism industry.

Nevertheless, the three most promising trends in the development of
tourism in Belarus seem to be:

1) extreme tourism to Chernobyl regions;

2) tourism to original Belarusian villages;

3) tourism to Byelovezhskaya Puscha.

What are prospects for Belarus to become integrated into the world
tourism system?

Recently Belarus joined the World Tourist Organization. Ch. Shulga,
director of the Tourism Administration of, had made the announcing it on
the eve of the International Day of Tourism on September 27, 2003, the
spokesman of the Belarus Ministry of Sport and Tourism said that Belarus
participation in the world organization would increase the country’s
prestige, ensure access to modern technology in the field and bring
financial and organizational help from the world organization.

Bo MBEOMHX CTPAHAX TYPH3IM ABASETCS OCHOBHEIM HCTOMHMKOM JOXOA48.
B Pecnybanre Benapycs uMeercs AOCTATOMHLIA NOTEHIMAN ANA PAIBUTHN
Typrama: GonsII0e KOAUMECTBO AOCTONpPHMevaTenbHocTel, Goratas ucro-
pust, camobuiTHan kyasTypa. Ograko rakue PaARTOPHL, KAK HEPAIBHUTOCTH
WHOPACTYKTYPR TYPHCTHYECKOro Buaneca, OTCYTCTEME PEKJIAMBL, Tocaesn-
crena asapun wa YADC, orpHnATENEHO BANSIOT HA NPHTOK TYPHCTOR. Ilep-
CHEKTHBHLIME HANPABJCHHAMM PASBHTHSA TypuaMa B Beaapycn sBiamoTes:
IKCTPEMANBHLINT TYPHIM B HepPHOOLINBCKYIO J0HY, TYPHRIAM B TPANMUNOHHLIE
Benopycexkue aepessn, Typu B Benopemceryio nymy. lansneimmemy passn-
THIO TypuaMa B Benapyce Gyzer cnocofeTBoBaTH HejABHEE BCTYILIEHHE
cTpannl B0 BeceMUPHYIO Opranu3anmio TypHaMa.
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