ОБРАЗЦЫ ТЕКСТОВ
для чтения и последующего анализа 

по учебной дисциплине

 «Профессиональные коммуникации на иностранном языке в сфере правового обеспечения хозяйственной деятельности»
Дневная и заочная форма обучения

The Legal System

Law and order and the working of the legal system are of concern to British people. They regularly appear near the top of public opinion polls about the state of the country.

Britain does not have a common legal system. Instead, there are three separate elements – those of England and Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. They often differ from each other in their procedures and court names. Some laws are only applicable to one of the nations. But, despite devolution, much Westminster legislation still applies to all of Britain.

British court cases are divided into civil and criminal law. Civil law involves private rights and settles disputes between individuals or organisations. It deals with claims for compensation (financial or otherwise) by a person (plaintiff) who has suffered loss or damage (such as a breach of contract or a negligent act) at the hands of another (defendant). Civil case may be decided by settlement before trial or by a judge (and sometimes jury) after trial.

Criminal law protects society by punishing those (the accused or defendants) who commit crimes against the state, such as theft or murder. The state usually prosecutes an individual or group at a trial in order to establish guilt. The result may be a fine or imprisonment. Such punishment is supposed to act as a deterrent to potential offenders, as well as stating society’s attitudes on a range of matters.

The legal system is among the oldest and most traditional of British institutions. Its authority and influence are due to its independence from the executive and legislative branches of government. It is supposed to serve citizens; control unlawful activities against them and the state; protect civil liberties; and support legitimate government.

The European Union

The European Union (EU) has always had both economic and political goals. The idea to create a peaceful and prosperous Europe was very attractive for the European states after the Second World War.

The first step to the Union was made by the formation of the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1957 under the Treaty of Rome. The EEC was initially based on economic interests, principles of common economic and political development of the Member States, the creation of the Single European Market in which goods, services, people and capital could move freely across national borders.

The increased economic integration lead to a more integrated Europe. A new step in this process was the Maastricht Treaty (1992) under which the EEC was  transformed into the European Union. The Treaty introduced common European citizenship for the Member States, made steps for the introduction of common European currency (the Euro), a European Bank and common defense, foreign and social policies, European legislation.

The foundation of the united Europe is based on fundamental ideas and values which were accepted by all Member States. These fundamental values include peace, unity, equality, freedom, security and solidarity. The European Union declared aims to safeguard the principles of liberty, democracy and the rule of law which are fixed in the Treaty on European Union and are shared by all Member States. Together with the protection of human rights and basic freedoms, these principles are reinforced in the EU Treaty by the provisions and measures to be taken if these principles are violated. In practical terms this means that if the Heads of State and Government breach the principles they will face the consequences.

The European Union formed special institutions to govern the Community. These are the European Council, Council of Ministers, European Commission, European Parliament and the Court of European Union.

The activities of the EU are based on common European Union legislation: primary – the Treaties and secondary – regulations and directives issued by European Parliament and European Commission and decisions of the Court of European Union which are obligatory for the implementation and incorporation into national legal systems of the Member States.

Member States provide common policies in a number of areas, including Common Agricultural Policy, Common Fishery Policy, Common Foreign and Security Policy. The EU Member States consult each other on issues of general interest and work together effectively.

E-Commerce

Electronic commerce, known abroad as “e-commerce”, is the trade over the Internet using computers, for buying and selling goods. The main purpose of e-commerce is to get profit, which is founded on the integrated automation of the sales cycle through the use of computer technology. It allows to exclude a man from the business cycle.

The subject of e-commerce can be any of the products (goods, services, real estate, banking product, etc.). Today the main products of electronic commerce are food products, industrial products, information products.

The value of electronic commerce for buyers is that it saves time of a buyer to find and purchase the desired goods. For a seller, the value of e-commerce is in the potential to cover its trade the countless number of customers.

The development of the Internet has led to a sharp rise of the popularity of the trade technology among all trade companies and citizens. The Internet has stimulated the development of electronic commerce at the level of individual economic entities. Small businesses and citizens got the possibility to conduct their commercial transactions and other operations electronically – in the real time (on-line). On-line mode – the mode of Automated technological management (ATM), when the exchange of information between a bank and a processing centre is permanent and all the transactions on the account are performed in the real time.

The Internet allows to reduce the costs on trading and other transactions, so the users of the Internet began to transfer their data into digital form. Handling digital information in computer networks significantly expands business opportunities. Any information can be represented and stored in a chain of bits.

E-commerce creates a new form of business enterprises – virtual stores. Constant influence of competition offers new products and services to be implemented in a virtual store. For example, the bookseller Amazon from Seattle (USA, Washington), with no traditional shops with counters, began selling book production through the Internet and directly coordinated the delivery of goods from publishers to buyers.

The main point is the promotion of the product on the Internet. Goods promotion is the whole complex of measures aimed at realization of goods and services. It includes production and use of information, promotion, individual counseling of buyers, etc. The ways of goods and services promotion in the Internet include:

· banner advertising;

· off-line advertising;

· promotion through registration in search systems and catalogs. 

Banner (English banner – a title in large letters on the entire strip) – a graphical advertising unit of regular shape, linked to a Web-page advertiser. Banner, imitating a virtual environment properties and capabilities that have billboards in ordinary world, ha won a firm place on the Internet.

On-line advertising is an advertisement of products of the Internet companies using the radio, which is carried by a popular artist. In other words, an Internet company in its promotional activities relies more on marketing and advertising not in Internet, but on radio advertising, television advertising, advertising in print.

 Catalog is a reference book containing a list of items prepared in order to facilitate their finding. A catalog usually has a thematic breakdown of subdirectories.
