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ТНЕ IMPACT OF E-MAIL EXCJIANGE О. RAISJNG CULТURAL 
А W ARENESS OF TURКISH AND BELARU IAN "TUDJ::NT' 

Eni;tliвh hns loлg Ьеел recogruzed as Lhe iлter11otional Janiruagt>, 
o(fering not onl)• access to informaЦor1 but elsn АГl~е:; to otl1cr cultures, 
"4peakers or other cti1tнrt>s, 11nd jou opportu11jties i n \111riOllS conarn11нi1ie. " 
Altlюugh the ELT studeлts jr1 Turkey ackr1ow!edge Engtish as an in
L rnationa) Jangщ1ge, t11e1r percept.ion of other cult.urcы iв uvrrvi~w/>d witl1 
the c11Jtures or EngUвl1 speaking cottлtries. Globaltzatjor1 rnakes the world 
sn1aJleг nd enaЬJes t.11e learni>rs tu lnternct with any cornm1111ity, t\1гuugl1 
а n11mbeг of mеапв, thc то t. accessiЬle nl w!11c!1is1.lre l11ter11e1" How1>ver, 
tl1e learners should Ье provided wit.h the opport11nitie11 t.n raise 1щJL11ral 
кwareness гat.her th811 tl1rowing them in at tl1e deep e-nd. 

The iлcreasing us!' of information Шlщologies proшiscs access lo о 
variety of cuJtures offeriлg comtnш1ic11t1011 1U1d vocational opportш1itie . 
Howuver, the lnternet in lts cuгrent use, in our opinion, Ьears t.be d:шgег 
of lack of in-dept.h infortnation and hence reira!orces estoЫjshed sLe
reotypes about other cultures. In tl\is respщ:t, 1t is Llte resp()nsiЬility of t.he 
educational instН.utions to provide t.!1e le11rners with tbe guid1шce алd 
assist.Вlн.:e in accordaщ:e wHl1 tl1e priпcip\es о{ the ed11cotionul sctt.ings. 11. 
is our belief tl1at Lhe leaгners con greatly benefi t from tbe lr1ternet 
techno\ogjes, e-шail excba11ge in particulнr. аз tl1ey gei gen11ine rom
tnunkation opportttnitie witl1 the sреаkегз of otJ1er cult11res. 

То this end, the port.1c.ipar1ts iJ1 Lbls study, Turkis~1 ELT ВJ1d Belarusian 
fnreign language st11deнts, нrе given LJ1e opporiu11ity tn excbнnge e-nщilR 
and discuss c11ltural issцes, naшely, la.r1guнge , educatio11, religio11, шеdiв, 
lit.erature, multiculLuralism, and politics. 'Гt1is study sPeks to rincl 011i Jщw 

they сал increaвe their 11wareness of the mcnt.ioп('{/ c11Jt11reR via <'-mnils 
despite 1ong distances. The parl.icipaнts exchange e-шai ls for seven weekз, 
at tlie end of wl1ich t.hey are given & ц11estionnnlre, i11tervi~\VS, a11d tests io 
evaliti\te sny changes in the culturnJ вworeнess of t.he participant.s. 'Г!1е 
results о! tbls st.udy are presentetf ir1 t.lte рнреr. 
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