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EXPLANATORY NOTE
The training discipline «Trade policy of African countries» is an independent discipline to learn of own choice for master students on specialty 1-25 81 01 «International economics and trade policy». In this discipline master students are studying the features and trends in international economic integration development in Africa, structure and tendencies of trade and economic relations development between member countries of Africa integration groups (ECOWAS, SADC, SAPTA, COMESA, etc.), between them and third countries, including the Republic of Belarus, the foreign trade policy characteristics of Africa countries and integration groups, their policy towards international trade organizations, particularly, WTO, and towards integration groups of countries, characteristics of the Republic of Belarus foreign trade policy towards Africa countries and integration groups.

The objective of the discipline teaching: developing of theoretical and practical knowledge of magistrates about the features and modern trends in international trade and economic relations, international economic integration and foreign trade policy development of Africa countries and integration groups, including the relations and the policy towards the Republic of Belarus, as well as trade and economic relations of the Republic of Belarus with Africa countries and integration groups and its foreign trade policy towards this region.

The tasks of the discipline teaching:

- to provide knowledge, abilities and skills about the features and trends in international economic integration development in Africa;

- to provide knowledge, abilities and skills about structure and tendencies of trade and economic relations development between Africa countries , and between them and third countries including the Republic of Belarus;

- to provide knowledge, abilities and skills about foreign trade policy characteristics of Africa countries and integration groups, including the Republic of Belarus, their policy towards international trade organizations, particularly, WTO, and towards integration groups of countries, about characteristics of the Republic of Belarus foreign trade policy towards Africa countries.

As a result of studying discipline master students must:

to know:

- the patterns and current trends in international economic integration development in Africa and WTO regulations for integration groups;

- the tendencies and modern forms of trade and economic cooperation between member-countries of Africa integration groups, also including their cooperation during international economic integration, with third countries and integration groups;

- the patterns, structure, forms and methods of trade, economic and integration relations regulation of Africa countries and sub regions, including the relations with the Republic of Belarus, Africa countries and integration groups foreign trade policy towards third countries, integration groups and international trade organizations;

- the modern forms of trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with Africa countries and sub regions and the Republic of Belarus foreign trade policy characteristics towards this region.
to be able to:

- assess the protectionism level of foreign trade policy of Africa countries and sub regions, legally avoid international trade and economic barriers of Africa countries and sub regions, flexibly varying with different forms of international economic cooperation;

- take advantage of international economic integration for development of enterprise international economic activity in Africa countries and sub regions;

- make a well-founded organization and management decision towards enterprise international economic activity in the conditions of Africa integration groups;

- analyze and solve the problems of trade and economic relations of the Republic of Belarus and Africa countries and sub regions;

- justify the imposition and application of tariff and no tariff measures in international trade of the Republic of Belarus for specific industries and enterprises consistent with the WTO and Africa sub region integration groups, flexibly varying in different ways to protect the economic interests of industries and enterprises of the Republic of Belarus;

- examine and evaluate socio-economic, institutional and legal conditions for the Republic of Belarus enterprises international economic activity in Africa countries and sub regions.

to have skills to:

- prepare, conclude and execute of trade contract taking into account international law, the rules of the WTO and Africa sub regions, national law;

- ground and planning of economic protects for production, investment and scientific-technology cooperation of the Republic of Belarus and Africa countries and sub regions;

- fiscal, investment and financial planning, management and organization enterprise international economic activity in the conditions of regional economic integration of Africa countries;

- take advantage of and using mechanisms of regional economic integration in Africa for minimization of negative effects of the Republic of Belarus entering into the WTO.

Links with other training disciplines: training discipline «Trade policy of African countries» is based on the disciplines «International macroeconomics», «International microeconomics», «WTO Regulation and international trading system», «Regional Trade Agreements» and is the basis for the studying of special disciplines and training disciplines according to the choice of the master students.

In accordance with the training plan of higher educational establishment on speciality 1-25 81 01 «International economics and trade policy» training discipline is studying during 72 hours, including 36 auditory study hours (26 hours of lections, 10 hours of face-to-face workshops).
Form of control is set-off.
TRANING MATERIAL CONTENT

Topic 1. Africa countries in the international economy

Classification of Africa countries.

Geography, history and nature of regional integration in the Africa. Evolution of integration process. Geographical structure of sub regional integration country groups in Africa, their brief characteristics: Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Mano River Union (MRU), West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA=WAEMU), Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS), Центрально- Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC), Economic Community of The Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL), Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA), East African Cooperation (EAC), Southern African Development Community (SADC), Southern African Customs Union (SACU), Arab Maghreb Union (UMA), interregional - African union (AU).
Socio-economic characteristics of Africa countries.

Africa countries in the international economy.
Topic 2. International trade and external trade policy of 
Africa countries
Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between Africa countries and Africa countries with regions of world economy: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

External trade policy of Africa countries: structure and trends. 
Relations of Africa countries with international trade organizations and integration groups. International interregional integration of Africa countries with world regions.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with Africa countries, its external economic policy in these region.

Topic 3. West Africa. Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) an its sub regions

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. Sub regions of the ECOWAS: Mano River Union (MRU), West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA=WAEMU).

Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between ECOWAS countries and its sub regions and ECOWAS countries and its sub regions with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with ECOWAS countries and its sub regions: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of ECOWAS countries and its sub regions. Trade policy measures of ECOWAS countries and its sub regions directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). ECOWAS countries and its sub regions trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of ECOWAS countries and its sub regions with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with ECOWAS countries and its sub regions, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of ECOWAS and its sub regions integration experience for Republic of Belarus.

Topic 4. Middle and Eastern Africa. Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and its sub regions

Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. Sub regions of the ECCAS: Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC), Economic Community of The Great Lakes Countries (CEPGL).

Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between ECCAS countries and its sub regions and ECCAS countries and its sub regions with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with ECCAS countries and its sub regions: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of ECCAS countries and its sub regions. Trade policy measures of ECCAS countries and its sub regions directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). ECCAS countries and its sub regions trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of ECCAS countries and its sub regions with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with ECCAS countries and its sub regions, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of ECCAS and its sub regions integration experience for Republic of Belarus.
Topic 5. Eastern, Southern, Middle and Northern Africa. 
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. Problems of COMESA customs union formation.

Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between COMESA countries and COMESA countries with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with COMESA countries: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of COMESA countries. Trade policy measures of COMESA countries directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). COMESA countries trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of COMESA countries with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with COMESA countries, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of COMESA integration experience for Republic of Belarus.

Topic 6. East African Cooperation (EAC)

East African Cooperation (EAC): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. 
Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between EAC countries and EAC countries with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with EAC countries: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of EAC countries. Trade policy measures of EAC countries directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). EAC countries trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of EAC countries with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with EAC countries, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of EAC integration experience for Republic of Belarus.

Topic 7. Southern African Development Community (SADC) and its sub-region Southern African Customs Union (SACU)

Southern African Development Community (SADC): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. Sub region of the SADC: Southern African Customs Union (SACU).

Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between SADC, SACU countries and SADC, SACU countries with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with SADC, SACU countries: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of SADC, SACU countries. Trade policy measures of SADC, SACU countries directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). SADC, SACU countries trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of SADC, SACU countries with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with SADC, SACU countries, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of SADC, SACU integration experience for Republic of Belarus.

Topic 8. Interregional integration of Asia and Africa:

Middle East Free trade Area (MEFTA) and its sub regions
Middle East Free trade Area (MEFTA): brief characteristics of integration group, objectives, directions and characteristics of integration, structure of institutions, evolution of integration process, effects of integration. Sub regions of the MEFTA: Arab Maghreb Union (UMA) (Северная Африка), Pan-Arab Free Trade Area (AFTA = PAN-ARAB FTA), Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), Council of Arab Economic Unity (CAEU).

Structure and dynamics of trade and economic relations between MEFTA countries and its sub regions and MEFTA countries and its sub regions with third countries: trade in goods, trade in services, foreign investments, etc.

Macroeconomic conditions of international trade with MEFTA countries and its sub regions: economic structure, economic growth and employment; fiscal policy; monetary and exchange rate policies; balance of payments trends.

External trade policy of MEFTA countries and its sub regions. Trade policy measures of MEFTA countries and its sub regions directly affecting imports (customs documentation and procedures, customs valuation, rules of origin, tarifs, etc.), trade policy measures directly affecting exports (registration, documentation and export licensing, export restrictions, subsidies, etc), trade policy measures affecting production and trade (biseess invironment, competition policy, price control, state trading, state-owned enterprises, privatization, etc.). MEFTA countries and its sub regions trade policy methures by economic sector: agriculture, mining, manufacturing, energy, services, etc.).

Relations of MEFTA countries and its sub regions with international trade organizations, integration groups and third countries.

Trade and economic cooperation of the Republic of Belarus with MEFTA countries and its sub regions, its external economic policy in these region. How to use of MEFTA and its sub regions integration experience for Republic of Belarus.
ACADEMIC MAP OF THE TRAINING DISCIPLINE
	Number of topic, section
	Topic, section
	Number of audit hours
	Another
	Forms of knowledge control

	
	
	Lections
	Practical 

studies
	Seminar studies
	Laboratory studies
	Number of hours of management of independent work (lections)
	Number of hours of management of independent work (seminars)
	
	

	1
	

2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	
	8
	9

	1.
	Africa countries in the international economy
	2
	-
	0
	-
	0
	0
	Literature
[1-6]
	Survey, test

	2.
	International trade and external trade policy of Africa countries
	2
	-
	0
	-
	0
	2
	Literature

[1-6]
	Survey, test

	3.
	West Africa. Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) an its sub regions
	2
	-
	0
	-
	2
	2
	Literature

[1-5, 13, 17]
	Survey, test

	4.
	Middle and Eastern Africa. Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and its sub regions
	2
	-
	0
	-
	2
	2
	Literature

[1-7, 10-12]
	Survey, test

	5.
	Eastern, Southern, Middle and Northern Africa. Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA)
	2
	-
	0
	-
	2
	0
	Literature

[1-5, 8]
	Survey, test

	6.
	East African Cooperation (EAC)
	2
	-
	0
	-
	2
	0
	Literature

[1-5, 9, 18]
	Survey, test

	7.
	Southern African Development Community (SADC) and its sub-region Southern African Customs Union (SACU)
	0
	-
	0
	-
	4
	2
	Literature

[1-5, 15, 16]
	Survey, test

	8.
	Interregional integration of Asia and Africa: Middle East Free trade Area (MEFTA) and its sub regions
	0
	-
	2
	-
	2
	0
	Literature

[1-5, 7, 14, 19]
	Survey, test

	Итого
	12
	
	2
	
	14
	8
	
	Set-off


INFORMATION AND METODIC PART
Methodological recommendations on organization of independent work

of master students on training discipline

In receiving knowledge on training discipline an important stage is the independent work of master students. We recommend that the budget time for independent work on average from 1.5 to 2 hours for 2-houre auditorium lesson.

The main directions of the independent work of master students are:

- initial familiarization with the syllabus of training discipline;

- acquaintance with a list of recommended literature, its study and selection of additional literature;

-work with the political map of the world, maps of integration groups, figures, diagrams and tables;

- studying of materials of different databases of international economic organizations on regional trade agreements and official sites of integration associations;

- studying and expansion of the material of lectures given by lector, on the basis of information from the additional literature, consultations;

- preparation for seminary studies on specially designed plans to study primary and secondary literature;

- preparation of the main forms of control (survey, test);

- preparation for the set-off.

Normative and legal acts

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 1994.

General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS), 1994.

Understanding on the Interpretation of Art. XXIV of the GATT, 1994.
Enabling Clause for GATT, 1979, L/4903.

National programme for the support and development of export of the Republic of Belarus in 2016-2020 years, 2016.

Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) Treaty, 2014.

Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) Revised Treaty, 2010.

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) Agreement, 1993.

Southern African Customs Union (SACU) Agreement, 2004.

Southern African Development Community (SADC) Trade Protocol, 2001.

Southern African Development Community (SADC) Agreement, 2001.

East African Community (EAC) Treaty, 1999.

West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA) Agreement, 2002.

African union (AU) Establishing Act, 2002.

Economic and Monetary Community of Central Africa (CEMAC) Agreement, 2008.

Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) Agreement, 2008.
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