ПРИМЕРНАЯ ТЕМАТИКА ВОПРОСОВ К ЭКЗАМЕНУ
«СТРАНОВЕДЕНИЕ 1 ИН. ЯЗ.» 

3 курс VI семестр

МОДУЛЬ «СТРАНОВЕДЕНИЕ США»

1. The U.S. physical and political geography, rivers, lakes, mountains and deserts, climate, natural resources.

2. American cultural geography. American cultural regions and  their character.
3. Native Americans: their origin, their ancient and present history, their contributions to the U.S. development.
4. Africans, the economic value of plantation slavery, African American contributions to the US development.

5. European colonization of North America. Main reasons of the European and English migration to America.
6. Colonial America. Early colonial attempts (the Chesapeake, the Pilgrims, Puritan New England, etc.).

7. The American Revolution. The Continental Congresses and the Declaration of Independence. 
8. The Constitutional Convention. The Constitution of the United States. The Bill of Rights.
9. Modern American party system, congressional party discipline, political culture and strength.

10.  Presidential elections. The Electoral College.

11. The Rise of U.S. Imperialism. The Monroe doctrine

12. The Progressives. Their goals, activities and historic role.

13. The Roaring 20’s.

14. The Great Depression. Its reasons and consequences. 

15. President Franklin D. Roosevelt and his “New Deal for the American people" 

16. The Cold War period. The policy of containment and the escalation of the Cold War, the policy of "massive retaliation." Cuban missile crisis. The Marshall plan (European Recovery Program (ERP). 
17. The U.S. government. The U.S. policy of checks and balances.

18. The U.S. Legislature.

19.  The executive branch of the U.S. government. 

20. Politics of the United States.

21. America’s global role. The U.S. as a superpower and American global economic influence.

22. The U.S. economy: history, definitions. Government's role in the economy. Services. Industry. Agriculture. Labor unions, etc. 

23. The U.S. economy in the 20th and 21st centuries.

24. Immigration to the U.S. History of immigration. Economic consequences: attitudes and problems.
25. American beliefs and values: Freedom. American patriotism. Attitude to work. American family. Privacy. American individualism and pragmatism. The American Dream, etc.

26. American culture, its definition, traits and patterns: the U.S. culture both as a melting pot and a salad bowl. 

27. American Indian languages and their influence on the development of the American English.

28. The role and contributions of various cultural patterns and immigration groups to the formation of the U.S. culture. German (French, Spanish, Italian, Russian, Black English Vernacular) influence on the development of American English.

29. British English vs. American English. Differences in vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation.

30.  American cultural traits and American identity.

