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Seminar 1. U.S. history: from colonization to Revolution

1. Colonization of North America. The13 American colonies.

2. Break with Great Britain and American Revolution.

3. Constitution of the United States. The Bill of Rights.

4. Westward Expansion.

Seminar  2. The USA from the end of the 19th – the middle of the 20th century

1. Post-Civil War period. Industrialization and Immigration.

2. Progressivism and its role.

3. America in the post WWI period. Roaring Twenties.

4. Great Depression and the New Deal.

Seminar 3. U.S. Economy

1. U.S. economy and its characteristics. The role of the U.S. government.

2. U.S. as a world’s economic leader and trader of technology and agricultural products

3. Financial institutions and banking in the U.S.

4. Credit crunch and economic recession of 2008-2009 and current economic recovery.

Seminar 4. Political life of the United States 

1. U.S. government: the Executive (the Presidency), Legislative (Congress) and Judiciary (the Courts). 

2. U.S. policy of checks and balances.

3. Politics of the United States.

4. U.S. political parties and elections in the United States.

5. America’s Global Role: 

· the cold war years; 

· George W. Bush and his Doctrine; 

· B. Obama as a “world’s pacifier”. 

Seminar 5. American Culture

1. American culture: trends and tendencies.

2. Immigration and its impact on American culture.

3. American Beliefs and Values: American patriotism, American attitude to work, American family, etc.

4. The American dream.

5. American English vs. British English, their differences in vocabulary, pronunciation and grammar and. Linguistic peculiarities introduced by various ethnic groups.  
