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GETTING STARTED
1. Read the quotes and say what ideas are expressed by them.

“Tell me and I'll forget. Show me, and I may not remember. Involve me, and I'll understand.” - Native American Saying.
“What we learn with pleasure we never forget.” -  Alfred Mercier (1816-1894), American writer and poet.

“Education is not the filling of a bucket, but the lighting of a fire.” - W. B. Yeats (1865-1939), Irish poet and dramatist.

“Instruction ends in the school-room, but education ends only with life.” - Frederick W. Robertson (1816-1855), British divine.
2. You probably know some facts about higher education in the USA and Great Britain. Share them with your classmates.
USEFUL VOCABULARY

admission board – приемная комиссия
admission n - прием в колледж (университет)

applicant n - претендент; соискатель, абитуриент

apprenticeship n - обучение, ученичество (процесс обучения на
производстве)
Associate’s degree – диплом/степень кандидата в бакалавры/младшего специалиста (в некоторых университетах и колледжах – степень, получаемая лицом, прослушавшим неполный курс, обычно двухгодичную программу из четырехгодичного курса, требуемого для получения степени бакалавра)
Associate in Science (A.S.) - степень, присваиваемая выпускнику среднего учебного заведения, окончившему двухгодичную программу по естественным наукам
Associate of Arts (A.A.) - степень, присваиваемая выпускнику среднего учебного заведения, окончившему двухгодичную программу по гуманитарным наукам; нижняя ступень высшего образования в США
Bachelor’s degree – степень бакалавра
Bachelor of Arts (B.A., A.B.) - бакалавр гуманитарных наук (искусств)

Bachelor of Science ( B.S.) – бакалавр (естественных) наук
colloquium n - коллоквиум 

community college - местный ("общинный") колледж 
credit n - зачет
curriculum n - курс обучения, учебный план
degree n - учёная степень; диплом
distance learning – дистанционное обучение
Doctor of Philosophy – доктор (докторская степень, общая для всех областей знаний, за исключением юриспруденции, медицины, теологии)
electives n - факультативные курсы (выбираемые учащимся)
extracurricular adj - внепрограммный; факультативный; внеаудиторный

faculty n - профессорско-преподавательский состав
first degree - первая (учёная) степень (то же, что степень бакалавра в Англии или степень магистра искусств в старейших шотландских университетах)

four-year college - колледж высшей ступени (колледж с 4-летним сроком обучения, по окончании которого выпускнику присваивается степень бакалавра)

fraternity n - братство (студенческая организация для юношей)

freshman n – первокурсник
full-time student – студент очного отделения
further education – дальнейшее образование (дневное и вечернее, иногда с освобождением от работы; платное; основная цель - повышение квалификации; возраст учащихся не ограничен; )
grade point average - средний балл
graduate n - выпускник
graduate education – последипломное (магистерское либо аспирантское образование) образование

graduate student (Am)/ postgraduate (Br) - аспирант (человек, который получил университетскую степень бакалавра и продолжает научную работу, чтобы получить учёную степень магистра)

grant n - стипендия (денежная сумма, выделяемая частным фондом или государством для финансовой поддержки студента или аспиранта) 

high school - старшая средняя школа

honours degree – диплом с отличием

humanities n - гуманитарные науки

internship n - интернатура (работа в учреждении, на фирме и т.п., предполагающая ознакомление практиканта с новыми навыками, изучение какой-либо специальности и т.д.)

junior n - студент третьего курса

liberal arts college - гуманитарный колледж

liberal education – гуманитарное образование
major n – специализация

Master’s degrees – степень магистра
Master of Arts (M.A.) - магистр гуманитарных наук
Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) – магистр делового администрирования

Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.) - магистр изящных искусств

Master of Science (M.S.) - магистр (естественных) наук

open admission - открытый приём (прием любого (вне зависимости от успеваемости) выпускника средней школы  в колледж )
part-time student – студент заочного отделения; студент, обучающийся в режиме неполного дня.
paycheck n - зарплата

proficiency n – умение, профессиональный уровень, квалификация

roster n - перечень, cписок

sandwich courses – курсы, где занятия чередуются с работой на производстве

scholar n - учёный

scholarship n – стипендия (регулярная выплата или дотация на обучение,  питание, жилье и т.п., выдаваемая хорошо успевающему или подающему надежды студенту)
school n - факультет

score n - балл
senior n - студент последнего курса

senior year – последний курс

sophomore n - второкурсник

sorority n - женское студенческое общество

student loan - студенческий заем

syllabus n - программа, расписание, учебный план

technical institution – техникум
thesis n - диссертация
to award a degree – присвоить степень
to enroll v – зачислить
to major v- специализироваться по какому-л. предмету

to score v - набрать баллы
to vie v - конкурировать, соперничать, соревноваться

tuition n - плата за обучение

tutorial n - консультация, встреча с руководителем

two-year college - колледж низшей ступени

undergraduate college - колледж или университет, предлагающий четырехгодичный курс обучения, дающий право на получение степени бакалавра

undergraduate degree – ученая степень не выше степени бакалавра

undergraduate education - преддипломное обучение (академический курс на базе среднего образования на соискание степени бакалавра)

undergraduate n - студент университета или колледжа 

vocational adj – профессиональный

READING
Text 1

1. Read the text.

Higher Education in the USA
According to UNESCO the US has the second largest number of higher education institutions and the highest number of higher education students in the world. Out of the more than three million students who graduate from high school and vie for admission each year, about one million go on for “higher education”.
US higher education borrows its structure from both the British undergraduate colleges and German Research University, but its character is profoundly influenced by major philosophical beliefs that shape American public life: ideals of limited government (which protect higher education institutions from excessive government control) and commitment to equal opportunity and social mobility. Though higher education was an elite activity for much of its history, excluding individuals based on gender, religion, race/ethnicity, and social class, during the 20th century, economic and social changes transformed higher education into a primary gateway to the middle-class. Americans view broad access to higher education as a necessary component of the nation’s ideal as a “land of opportunity.” 
American higher education includes institutions ranging from open-access two- and four-year institutions that admit all students, to highly selective research universities and liberal arts colleges that admit only a small fraction of those who apply. Many students apply to more than one college or university and enroll in one from among those that offer them admission.

Degree-granting institutions are typically divided into four major groups:
1) Two-year colleges (often but not always community colleges) usually offer the associate's degree such as an Associate of Arts (A.A.); Associate in Science (A.S.). 

Community colleges are often open admissions, with low tuition. America’s 1,100 public two-year institutions enroll the largest share of undergraduates. These institutions award associate’s degrees in vocational fields, prepare students for transfer to four-year institutions, and provide a wide array of educational services. These services range from specialized training for large employers, to English language instruction for recent immigrants and recreational courses. 

2) Four-year colleges (which usually have a larger number of students and offer a greater range of studies than two-year colleges) offer the bachelor's degree, such as the Bachelor of Arts (B.A.) or Bachelor of Science (B.S.). The bachelor’s degree is by far the most common type of undergraduate degree awarded. 
Four-year institutions in the U.S. which emphasize the liberal arts are liberal arts colleges. They are known for being residential and for having smaller enrollment and class size. Most are private. In addition, some offer experimental curricula.

3) Universities are research-oriented institutions which provide both undergraduate and graduate education. For historical reasons, some universities—such as Boston College, Dartmouth College, and the College of William & Mary—have retained the term "college," while some institutions use the term "university." Graduate programs grant a variety of master's degrees—such as the Master of Arts (M.A.), Master of Science (M.S.), Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.), or Master of Fine Arts (M.F.A.). The master’s degree is either itself a terminal degree or prepares graduates for future advanced study at the doctoral level. The doctoral degree is the highest academic award and recognizes the graduate’s ability to conduct independent research. The most common degree of this type is the doctor of philosophy (Ph.D.). 

Some universities have professional schools, which are attended primarily by those who plan to be practitioners instead of academics (scholars/researchers). Examples include journalism school, business school, medical schools, law schools veterinary schools, and dental schools. 
A common practice is to refer to different units within universities as colleges or schools (what is referred to in other countries as faculties). 

4) Technical institutions offer courses of from 6 months to 4 years duration and provide a wide variety of technical skills, from hair styling to business accounting or computer programming; but don’t award a degree. Many technical institutions work with local companies and offer apprenticeship, internship, which allow students to get real practical experience in their industry (and sometimes a sizeable paycheck) before they graduate. 
Admission decisions at selective institutions are based on a number of academic criteria, including high school coursework, grade point average and class rank, recommendations from high school teachers; the impression applicants make during interviews at the university and admissions test score, as well as a more flexible set of nonacademic characteristics, such as demonstrated leadership ability, creativity, and community service.
Because the United States has no national secondary school curriculum or high school exit examination, colleges rely on two admissions examinations—the SAT (the Scholastic Aptitude Test) and ACT (the American College Test). An applicant can take either of these tests depending upon the preference of a particular university. The tests must be taken in your senior year in high school. They are given on a certain day in December or January at a local college. The test takes the whole day. Both tests are composed of three parts: language proficiency, maths, and logic. Each of the three subjects has a max​imum of 800 points. The lowest score for getting into university is 550. A SAT can be taken two or three times, so that the student can improve the results if he or she wished to do so. 
No national laws govern curriculum of an American higher education institution. The undergraduate curriculum typically consists of two components—general education and the major field of study (the major). The purpose of general education is to provide students with broad knowledge and prepare them to be engaged and informed citizens. 
General education is delivered through either a core curriculum, in which all undergraduate students take the same courses, or an elective format, in which students choose courses from a list of subjects called “electives” (such as science, art and aesthetic appreciation, mathematics, humanities, etc.). 
The other courses include those related to the major. Students choose their major either upon enrolling or after completing their second year of studies, depending upon institutional policy. Students may change their majors if their interests change. 

Most institutions rely on a traditional nine-month (two semesters) academic calendar. 
In U.S. education, a course is a unit of teaching that typically lasts one academic term, which is led by one or more instructors (teachers or professors), has a fixed roster of students, and gives each student a grade and academic credit. There are different formats of course in universities:
· the lecture course, where the instructor gives lectures with minimal interaction;

· the seminar, where students prepare and present their original written work for discussion and critique;

· the colloquium or reading course, where the instructor assigns readings for each session which are then discussed by the members;

· the tutorial course, where one or a small number of students work on a topic and meet with the instructor weekly for discussion and guidance;
· the laboratory course, where most work takes place in a laboratory.

Many courses combine these formats. Students are expected to do various kinds of work for a course: attending course sessions; reading and studying course readings assigned in the course syllabus; discussing material they have read; writing short and long papers based on assigned reading and their own library research; completing homework or problem sets; completing laboratory exercises; taking quizzes and examinations. Unlike most European university courses, grades are generally determined by all of these kinds of work, not only the final examination.
In the United States, a student in a high school or university earns credits for the successful completion of each course for each academic term. Usually after a typical four-year run, the student needs 21 to 24 credits to graduate. 
College grades are usually on a five-point scale: A - is the highest mark and usually equals to 5 points, B = 4, C = 3, D = 2, E or F means failure. The points make it possible to calculate the GPA (grade point average). Normally, a minimum GPA of 3, 5 is necessary to continue studies.

Students are classified as freshmen, sophomores, juniors, and seniors. A freshman is a first-year student; a sophomore – a second-year student; a junior – a third-year student; and a senior – a fourth-year student. All students who have graduated from the senior class and who continue studies at a university are called advanced or graduate students. 

American universities and colleges are usually built as a separate complex, called "campus", with teaching blocks, libraries, dormito​ries, and many other facilities grouped together on one site, often on the outskirts of the city. Some universities are comprised of many campuses. A peculiar feature of American college or university life is numerous students’ unions, fraternities and sororities. A great deal of cultural and recreational life at a university is created by different kinds of students’ clubs.
There is no clear distinction in terms of quality of education offered between the institutions. However, this is not to say that all institutions enjoy equal prestige. The factors determining whether an institution is one of the best, or one of lower prestige, are: quality of teaching faculty and research facilities, amount of funding available for libraries, special programmes, etc. The prestige of a particular university is also assessed by considering the graduates’ average incomes and career oppotunities. Research conducted by a university is a factor contributing to its prestige as well.

The universities with the highest reputation are: California University, Catholic University of America, Cornell University, Harvard University, Johns Hopkins University, Columbia University, Stanford University, Chicago University, Wisconsin University, and Yale University. The best-known of all is Harvard University, Massachusetts, which was founded in 1636. Ivy League is a group of old and highly-respected universities of the east​ern US. These are Brown, Columbia, Cornell, Harvard, Princeton, and Yale Universities, Dartmouth College, and the University of Pennsylvania. All these colleges are very competitive with 4-10 applicants to a place. The most fa​mous professors teach at them and the academic standards are very high.

Tuition is charged at almost all American universities. Public universities often have much lower tuition than private universities because funds are provided by state governments. Students often use scholarships, student loans, or grants, rather than paying all tuition out-of-pocket. Student loans are loans offered to students to assist in payment of the costs of professional education. These loans usually carry a lower interest rate than other loans and are usually issued by the government. Often they are supplemented by student grants which do not have to be repaid.
A scholarship is an award of access to an institution. Scholarships are awarded on various criteria. The most common scholarships may be classified as:

· Merit-based: These awards are based on a student's athletic, academic, artistic or other abilities, scores on the ACT and SAT standardized tests;
· Need-based: These awards are based on the student and family's financial record; 
· Student-specific: These are scholarships where applicants must initially qualify by race, gender, religion, family and medical history, or many other student-specific factors;
· Career-specific: These are scholarships awarded by a college or university to students planning to pursue a specific field of study. Often the most generous awards are given to students pursuing careers in high-need areas such as education or nursing. 
Because the Constitution does not mention education as a federal responsibility, the federal government plays a limited role in education. Though, an educational institution must comply with a wide range of federal reporting requirements, the federal government does not intrude into core academic decisions, which are generally left to the institutions. 
While government plays a very important role in financing, American colleges and universities are supported further by diverse revenue sources. The major sources of revenue include tuition and fee payments from students and families; appropriations, grants, private gifts, endowment and other investment earnings; and sales from auxiliary enterprises and services. While the revenue sources of American institutions are diverse, two sources are of particular importance to most institutions: state appropriations, particularly for public institutions; and tuition  fees. These two sources provide the bulk of funds for general operating expenses. 
2. Complete the sentences according to the contents of the texts.
1. US higher education borrows its structure from both … .
2. Degree-granting institutions are typically divided into three major groups. They are… .
3. The largest number of undergraduates is enrolled into … .

4. Liberal arts colleges are known for … .

5. School graduates may take courses ranging from six months to three-four years and learn different technical skills at … .

6. Universities provide both … .
7.  … are composed of three parts: language proficiency, maths, and logic.

8. The undergraduate curriculum typically consists of two components … .
9. The student needs … to graduate.
10. Students are classified as … .

11. Public universities often have … than private universities because funds are provided by state governments.

12. The federal government plays … in education.
3. Decide whether the statements are true or false.
1. The level of the government control over higher education institutions is much higher in the USA than in most other countries.

2. Community colleges are open admissions, with low tuition, and offer the associate's degree.

3. Four-year colleges (which usually have a smaller number of students and offer a smaller range of studies than two-year colleges) offer the bachelor's degree.

4. Admissions decisions at selective institutions are based on a number of both academic and nonacademic criteria. 

5. The SAT can be taken only once.

6. Students may not change their majors.

7. The tutorial is a form of teaching where one or a small number of students work on a topic and meet with the instructor weekly for discussion and guidance.

8. In the USA grades are generally determined by the final examination.
9. College grades are usually on a five-point scale.

10. The factors determining whether an institution is one of the best, or one of lower prestige, are: the amount of appropriations it gets and the number of students who apply to it.
11. Tuition is charged at private universities only.

12. A scholarship is an award of access to an institution, which is to be repaid.
13. The federal government plays a limited role in education.
14. Two major sources of revenue at American colleges and universities are state appropriations and tuition  fees.
4. Answer the following questions.

1. What are the specific features of American higher education?

2. Why do Americans place such a great value on higher education?
3. What types of higher educational institutions exist in the USA? What are the differences between them?

4. What are professional schools?

5. What academic and nonacademic criteria are taken into account when a college or a university makes admission decisions?
6. What are the SAT and ACT?

7. What are two main components of the undergraduate curriculum?

8. When do students choose their major? Is it possible to change it?

9. What are the most typical formats of course at an American college or university?

10. How many credits does a student usually need to graduate? How are credits earned?
11. What is the GPA?

12. What is a “campus”?

13. What factors usually determine the prestige of a college or a university? Name some universities or colleges with the highest reputation.

14. What opportunities exist to help an American student  pay tuition?

15. What is a scholarship? On which bases can a scholarship be awarded?

16. What role does the Government play in the US higher education system?

Text 2

1. Read the text.

Higher education in Great Britain

The nature of higher education in Great Britain has changed significantly over the past 30 years. The number of students studying at universities and colleges has increased dramatically, with over 2 million students at higher education institutions today. The age of undergraduates has changed too. Formerly these were largely school leavers studying full-time. The student population now includes large numbers of mature and part-time students. Higher education is part of ‘lifelong learning’, which is not limited to the compulsory school years, but extends through an adult’s working life and sometimes into retirement. Higher education is available at universities, colleges, institutions of higher and further education. 

Higher education colleges vary in size, mission, subject mix and history. Like universities, they are self-governing and independent. Colleges range in size from small specialist institutions with 500 students to large multi-discipline institutions of 13,000 students. Many colleges cover a wide range of subjects, while some specialize in one or two areas. 


Universities are also diverse, ranging in size, mission, subject mix and history. They are self-governing and independent. All universities in England and Wales are state universities. Universities have their own degree-awarding powers. They range in size from under 4,700 students to over 32,000 students. Universities in the UK may be divided into three types: 

· The old established universities, such as Oxford (founded 1249), Cambridge, Edinburgh, London, Liverpool, Durham, Edinburgh, Bristol, Cardiff. 

· The 19th century "redbrick universities" such as London and Manchester (they were called so because that was the favourable material of the time). These Universities were created to fill local needs, to provide a liberal education for the poorer boys, and to give technological training. Currently they offer a full range of courses.

· The “new universities” established after World War II, such as Essex, Lancaster, the New University of Ulster. Among this group there are also universities often called ‘newer civic’ universities. These were originally technical colleges set up by local authorities in the first half of this century.

The most interesting innovations are the Open University and the University of the Third Age. The Open University provides awards by distance learning (the formal qualifications GCSE and A-Levels are not necessary). About 150,000 students are following its courses now. Over the last forty years the Open University has become Britain's largest University. It offers people a chance to study without sacrificing work or family commitments. People study at home using specially written texts, videos, TV and radio programmes and computers. The University of the Third Age is for the retired who just want to study without receiving any diplomas or degrees.


The normal minimum age for an undergraduate to start a course is 18 or 17 in Scotland. Students are admitted largely on the basis of their performance in the examinations for the General Certificate of Secondary Education at ordinary (GCSE) and advanced levels (GCE A-level). To get a place the entrants should have “A-level” results in at least two subjects. The selection procedure is rather complicated.


An applicant who wants to go to university usually applies for admission before he takes his advanced level examinations. First of all, he must write to the Universities Central Council on Admissions (UCCA), and they send him a form which he has to complete. On this form, he has to write the names of six universities in order of preference. He may put down only two or three names, stating that if not accepted by these universities he would be willing to go to any other. This form, together with an account of his out-of-school activities and two references, one of which must be from the headmaster of his school, is then sent back to the UCCA.


The UCCA sends photocopies of the form to the universities concerned. Each applicant is first considered by the university admission board. In some cases the board sends the applicant a refusal. This may happen, for example, if the board receives a form in which their university is the applicant's sixth choice and the university already has many candidates. If there are no reasons for immediate refusal, the university admission officer passes the candidate's papers on to the academic department concerned. One or two members of this department will then look at the candidate's application: see what he says about himself, look at his marks at the ordinary level examinations, and see what his headmaster and the other referee say about him. On the basis of those, the department may make the candidate an offer (either a definite offer or a conditional one) or send him a definite rejection.


As a rule, the department makes a conditional offer. This means that the candidate will be accepted by the university if he fulfills the requirements stated in the offer. In his turn, the student may accept the offer conditionally.


When the Advanced level examination results come out in August, the university admissions department sees whether the candidate has fulfilled his conditions and, if he has, sends him a definite offer. The candidate must accept or refuse within 72 hours.


First degree courses generally take three years in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. Sandwich courses, which include periods of practical work in organizations  outside the university or college, usually last four years, as do certain specialist courses. Some vocational degrees are longer, for example in medicine, dentistry and architecture. 

The main undergraduate qualification awarded by higher education institutions is the first or bachelor’s degree, for example, B.A., B.S. Other undergraduate qualifications include: Higher National Diploma (HND), Higher National Certificate (HNC) and Diploma in Higher Education (DipHE) which usually take one or two years to complete. The Foundation Degree is a vocational qualification introduced by the government of the United Kingdom in September 2001, which is available in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. It is similar in level to the associate's degree awarded in the United States. Courses are typically two years long and are offered both by universities and colleges of higher education. Foundation degrees are intended to give a foundation in a subject, thus the name, which enables the holder to go on to employment in that field.

A high proportion of graduates go on to do further training after university. Postgraduate studies lead to higher degrees most of which are Master’s or Doctor’s degrees. Postgraduate students are granted the Master’s degree by thesis or examination after a minimum of one or two years of advanced studies. The Doctorate (Doctoral /Doctor’s degree) generally requires outstanding proficiency in some specialized branch of research. It is regarded as the highest degree. 

Traditionally, the UK academic year runs from September or October to June, divided into 3 terms of eight to ten weeks, with four weeks’ vacation at Christmas and Easter and three months’ vacation in the summer. Higher education courses are increasingly being offered on a modular basis. On completing a module the student is awarded a credit or credits. Students are awarded a degree after accumulating the appropriate number of credits in appropriate combinations.


For taught courses, lectures and seminars provide the basis of study at various classes between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. Although lecture audiences can be very large – (perhaps over a hundred students) – there is usually an opportunity to ask questions. Seminars and tutorials provide more opportunity for discussion in smaller groups. The size of a seminar group may vary considerably. Some universities retain a tradition of one-to-one work, while others rarely have groups smaller than 20. Students are sometimes asked to write essays which are then discussed in the group – this is a good opportunity to develop your skills in presentation and discussion. This work is supported by reading and individual study. 
The higher education is mostly managed and funded by several government agencies; student tuition fees also comprise a significant element of university funding. For all British citizens a place at the university brings with it a grant from their Local Education Authority. The grants cover tuition fees and some of the living expenses. The amount depends on the parents’ income. If the parents don’t earn much money, their children will receive a full grant which will cover all their expenses. In Scotland students do not pay fees. After they graduate and their income reaches a specified level they will be taxed to cover the cost of the education. 

Universities and other higher educational institutions are autonomous and enjoy complete academic freedom, appointing their own staff and deciding which students to admit. Each university can decide on the qualification level at which they will accept student applicants. The universities determine the length and the content of their courses. They are legally independent corporate institutions responsible only to their governing councils. 

In most universities students organize clubs and societies covering various areas such as sport, drama, debating, music, politics, and religion. Every university has a students’ union which organizes recreational facilities and entertainments. It also deals with the administration representing student interests. The union is required to have a written constitution approved by the governing body. The reports of the union are published annually. The National Union of students represents student interests. Its members are drawn from the students unions of different universities and colleges.
Notes:

1. "A" level – повышенный уровень
2. GCSE (General Certificate of Secondary Education) – свидетельство о среднем образовании 

3. The UCCA (the Universities Central Council on Admissions) – Центральный совет по вопросам приема в университеты
4. HND (Higher National Diploma), HNC (Higher National Certificate) - диплом о высшем техническом образовании 

2. Complete the sentences according to the contents of the text.
1. The student population now includes not just school-leavers but also … .
2. Colleges can either  … a wide range of subjects or … .

3. The 19th century "redbrick universities" were created to … . 
4. The Open University provides … .

5. Applicants are admitted largely on the basis of their performance in the examinations for … .
6. First of all, an entrant who wants to go to university must write to … .
7. On the basis of a number of criteria, the department of a university may make the candidate ether a … or send him a … .

8. … generally take three years in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
9. … is similar in level to the associate's degree awarded in the United States.

10. … lead to higher degrees most of which are Master’s or Doctor’s degrees.
11. The amount of grant which covers …  depends on … .

12. Universities and other higher educational institutions are autonomous and enjoy complete … .

3. Decide whether the following statements are true or false.
1. The number of students studying at British colleges and universities has decreased dramatically over the past 30 years.

2. Higher education is part of ‘lifelong learning’, which is not limited to the compulsory school years, but extends through an adult’s working life and sometimes into retirement.
3. Students of the University of the Third Age study at home using specially written texts, videos, TV and radio programmes and computers.
4. To get a place at a university students should have “A-level” results in at least two subjects.
5. A definite offer means that the candidate will be accepted by the university if he fulfills the requirements stated in the offer.
6. First degree courses generally take three years in England, Wales and Northern Ireland.
7. Foundation degrees are intended to prepare a student for postgraduate education.

8. Traditionally, the UK academic year runs from September or October to June and is divided into 3 terms.

9. The size of a seminar group may vary considerably. Still, no universities retain a tradition of one-to-one work. 
10. The amount of grant a student gets depends on the parents’ income.
11. The length and the content of university courses are determined by the Government.

12. The lowest grade an American student can get is F, which means that he/she will have to take the course once again. 

4. Answer the following questions.
1. How has the nature of higher education changed over the past 30 years?

2. What are the typical features of British colleges?

3. What are the typical features of British universities?

4. What are three types of universities in Britain? What are the differences between them?

5. In which way are the Open University and the University of the Third Age different from other universities?

6. What are the admission requirements in Great Britain?

7. Where should British school leavers apply to if they want to go to university? What papers are applicants supposed to provide?
8. What university groups consider the applications for admission? What decisions can be taken by universities?
9. What is the most common degree awarded in Great Britain? How long does it take to get it?

10. What is a sandwich course?
11. What are the most common undergraduate degrees?

12. What is the difference between undergraduates, graduates and postgraduates?

13. What is the normal route for the award of a Master's Degree and a research degree (a Doctor's Degree)?

14. What does the typical UK academic year look like?
15. What are the most typical methods of teaching at a British college or university?

16. Do all the students in Great Britain have to pay for their education?

17. What does the autonomy of a British university mean?

18. What are some of the peculiarities of British students’ life?
Text 3

1. Read the text and say what “grade inflation” is.
ALL SHALL HAVE PRIZES



The whole thing started when Mr. Mansfield, whose tough grades earned him the nickname "c-minus", declared that he was no longer willing to punish his stu​dents by giving them realistic grades. Henceforward he would give them two grades: an "ironic" grade that would go on their offi​cial records, and a realistic grade that he would reveal to them only in private. In this way Harvard stu​dents could enjoy the challenge of measuring themselves against real standards without having their gleaming resumes sullied.
"Ironic" is a gentle word for Harvard's grading system. About half of Harvard's students get an a-minus or above. Only 6% receive a ' c-plus or lower. Some Harvard apologists justify this inflated sys​tem on the ground that their university selects the best and brightest. But aren’t "elite" institutions supposed to measure people against the highest possible standards? And aren't serious teachers supposed to point out their pupils' weaknesses as well as their strengths?
None of this would matter if Harvard were alone in taking the name of excellence in vain. But grade-inflation is almost universal in American education. Outstanding students are compared with Einstein. Abject failures are praised as "differently abled". Even the hard Sciences have started diluting their standards in order to compete with the humanities/where cheating is so much easier.
Why have academics allowed their standards to become so debased? Mr. Mansfield provoked an outcry when he put some of the blame on affirmative action, the policy of providing places to some people on the basis of their race. University administrators accused him of making "divisive" charges without a "shred of evidence" to back them up. The divisive bit is certainly true, but Mr. Mansfield could hardly provide the proof when the university administration keeps the relevant student transcripts under lock and key. He was simply relying on the only tools at his disposal: personal experience (he has been on the Harvard faculty since 1962) and circumstantial evidence: grade-inflation followed the introduction of affirmative action.
The debate about affirmative action is arguably a red herring. Three less controversial but much more pernicious things probably matter more. The first is the cult of self-esteem. For years fashionable educators have been arguing that the worst thing you can do to young people is to damage their sensitive egos with criticism. "If a child lives with criticism, he learns to condemn," goes a popular screed handed out to the parents of pre-schoolers. "If a child lives with praise, he learns to appreciate; if a child lives with approval, he learns to like himself."
This might be defensible when applied to the kindergarten. The trouble is that this therapeutic philosophy is spreading throughout the educational system. The idea is at the heart of "constructivist maths", which emphasizes the importance of feeling good about maths, rather than mastering basic techniques. And it is at the heart of the "I love me" sessions that proliferate in American el​ementary schools, in which children complete the phrase "I am..." with words such as "beautiful", "lovable" and "great", when "spoilt", "bored" and "violent" often seem more accurate.
The second mighty force behind grade inflation is something conservatives normally praise: the marketplace. American universities are big businesses which can charge stu​dents in excess of $20,000 a year for the privilege of attending them. Students naturally gravitate towards institutions that are going to give them a return on their investment — the sparkling academic resume that opens the doors to Wall Street banks or prestigious law firms. Professors who resist the demand for grade-inflation may find themselves embarrassed by empty classrooms. Student course guides provide plenty of details about how generously teachers grade.
The third force is the lack of interest that high-flying academics show in the humdrum business of teaching. People who care a great deal about something are obsessed with making precise judgments of quality: listen to the average sports fan, for example. But the road to success in modern academia lies through research rather than teaching. All too many academics are content to hand out A-grades like confetti in return for favourable teaching ratings and more time to devote to research.
Fixing grade-inflation will not be easy in a system in which professors rightly value their autonomy. On the other hand, there are some signs of change. Some universities have experimented with putting two grades on report cards — the individual student's grade and the average grade for the class as a whole.
But perhaps the simplest argument for Mr Mansfield's cause is that anybody who has ever been well taught knows that he is right. People who work under demanding task masters usually learn to respect them. People who are coddled with unearned a-grades despise the system they are exploiting. Living on a diet of junk grades is like living on a diet of junk food. You swell up out of all decent proportions without ever getting any real nourishment. And you end up in later life regretting your disgusting habits.
2. Answer the following questions.
1. What grades will the students of Harvard be given by Harvey C. Mansfield? How does he explain it? What is the purpose of his declaration?

2. Do all people assess Harvard students’ performance in the same way?
3. What are the four reasons for grade inflation as given in the text?
DEVELOPING VOCABULARY

1. Fill in the words related to those given in the chart below.
	Verb
	Noun 
	Noun (person)
	Adjective

	
	
	scholar
	

	apply
	
	
	

	
	enrollment
	
	

	
	research
	
	

	admit
	
	
	

	
	
	
	tutorial

	
	
	apprentice
	

	refer
	
	
	

	award
	
	
	

	
	instruction
	
	

	
	practice
	
	

	
	
	intern
	

	
	
	
	accessible




2. Find the right definitions for the words in bald. Pay attention that there are no definitions for some words. 
syllabus   

distance learning    sorority    credit    elective     freshman   scholar   

humanities
      
     thesis           grant      reference      tuition

colloquium         curriculum                fee                major     scholarship  campus
internship           apprenticeship
     paycheck     merit            sandwich courses
enrollment          proficiency               tutorial          senior
A. a period of intensive teaching given by a teacher to an individual student or to a small group of students
B. the subjects studied for a particular course/ an outline of a course of studies
C. a period of working for a skilled or qualified person in order to learn a trade or profession
D. any of several courses consisting of alternate periods of study and industrial work
E. the payment for instruction, esp. in colleges or universities
F. a distinction awarded to an examination candidate obtaining good marks
G. a social club or society for university women
H. students in the fourth and final year at college
I. a list of all the courses of study offered by a school or college
J. an optional course taken by a student 

K. wage packet

L. a written testimonial regarding one's character or capabilities
M. a sum of money provided by a government, local authority, or public fund to finance educational study

N. a dissertation resulting from original research, esp when submitted by a candidate for a degree or diploma
O. the act of admitting to an educational establishment
P. financial aid provided for a student because of academic merit
2. Use the appropriate form of the following words to complete the sentences below. Pay attention that you will not need all the words.
graduate education         further education            sophomore          degree     
admission board              vocational                         failure                 to enroll

undergraduate                 liberal arts                        school                  to vie
to take a test/an exam      roster                                to major              to score        
to pass a test/exam           to conduct                         faculty                 term

instructor                          extracurricular                to admit               to award            
school leavers
1. Each university tries to attract the best … that will provide the students with the highest quality of teaching. 

2. The largest share of American … apply to community colleges. 
3. The lowest you can … in the SAT is 550.
4. Research … by a university is a factor contributing to its prestige.
5. The Foundation Degree is usually … after two years of study.
6. Many students apply to more than one college or university and … in one that offers admission.
7. A high proportion of school leavers though do not apply for a place at a university still choose to get  … .

8. Liberal arts colleges give a chance to … in humanities only.
9. A university usually consists of a number of … .

10. A trade or … school is often organized by an industry or large company to provide students with practical skills and enable them to work in different branches of industry. 
11. The university … makes decisions on a number of academic and nonacademic criteria. 
12. The lowest grade an American student can get is F or …, which means that he/she will have to take the course one again. 

13. A summer … usually lasts from April to June. 

14. Students really have to … for a place at a university as only one out of three applicants is usually … . 
15. Every … has an opportunity to participate in a wide range of … activities such as sport, drama, debating, music, politics, and religion. 
3. Join the words from the columns to make word combinations:
1. out-of-school



a. a field of study
2. degree-granting



b. a degree

3. to award




c. proficiency

4. graduate




d. curriculum

5. determine




e. ability

6. language




f. living expenses

7. conditional




g. institution

8. educational 




h. activities

9. core





i. local needs

10. technical




j. a year of studies

11. pursue




k. out-of-pocket

12. undergraduate



l. family commitments

13. lifelong




m. the content of courses

14. academic




n. student
15. to complete




o. qualification

16. to cover




p. learning

17. leadership




q. offer

18. to pay





r. services

19. to sacrifice




s. year
20. to conduct




t. college
21. to fill





u. research
4. Replace the words in italics with the words and expressions in the box. Pay    attention that you will not need all the words.

	to reveal                       to dilute                   out of all decent proportions

humdrum                     evidence                   to be at smb’s disposal
to fix smth                    to charge                  to be coddled

to charge                      to condemn               to be content with
to sully
                 pernicious                              



1) He was satisfied with his family, life and education. 

2) The applicants’ marks were so poor, that the University had to lower its standards.
3) My car can be used as you wish. 

4) There were not enough facts to prove him guilty.

5) Where can I have my car repaired?

6) You have to be fond of things and have a lot of duties not to live a dull life.

7) Unemployment is harmful to the welfare of society?

8) Cholera was beyond any control among them. 
9) One day the truth about these events will be made known. 

10) The fact that he handed out excellent marks like confetti stained his reputation considerably.

11) How much do you ask for mending a pair of shoes?

5. Make sure that you know the following words denoting attitudes and feelings. Fill them in the gaps.

to praise

           to justify

to appreciate          to respect

to despise

           to condemn

to regret

 to embarrass

to be obsessed with          to approve of 

1. He went stowaway and he was … when the conductor approached him.

2. People who work under demanding task masters usually learn to … them.

3. Strike-breakers are … by their workmates.

4. He was so … with the idea that he couldn’t sleep.

5. It’s immoral to think that the end … the means.

6. You can’t … English poetry unless you feel its rhythm. 

7. It’s necessary to … a child for doing good and reprimand him for misbehaviour.

8. We often … being rude and intolerant.

9. The US strikes against Yugoslavia and Iraq were … by many nations.

10. Her father will never … of her marriage to you. 
6. Metaphors are part and parcel of a publicist style. Find out what the following    metaphors mean. Use these metaphors in the sentences of your own.

a red herring
 a white elephant
   a blue dahlia
a dark horse
       a black sheep    pink elephants
a green-eyed monster

a yellow dog
DISCOVERING LANGUAGE
1. Fill in the correct prepositions.
1. Out of the more than three million students who finish … high school and vie … admission each year, about one million go on for “higher education”.

2. Individuals were often excluded … higher education based … gender, religion, race/ethnicity, and social class.

3. Though the federal government does not intrude … core academic decisions, an educational institution must comply … a wide range of federal reporting requirements. 
4. American higher education institutions range … open-access two- and four-year institutions … highly selective research universities and liberal arts colleges. 
5. Many students apply … more than one college or university and enroll … one from among those that offer them admission.
6. Higher education colleges vary … size, mission, subject mix and history. Some colleges cover … a wide range of subjects, while some specialize … one or two areas. 

7. Different units within universities are often referred … as colleges or schools.
8. A student who wants to go to university usually applies … this university … admission before he takes his advanced level examinations.
9. If there are no reasons … immediate refusal, the university admission officer passes the candidate's papers … … the academic department concerned.
10. The UK academic year runs … September or October … June, divided … 3 terms, with four weeks’ vacation … Christmas and Easter and three months’ vacation … the summer.
11. The SAT and the ACT (which are composed … three parts: language proficiency, maths, and logic) are given … a certain day in December or January at a local college and take the whole day. 
12. Campuses are often located … the outskirts of the city.
13. Student loans are money offered … students to assist … payment … the costs of professional education.
14. A scholarship, which is an award of access … an institution, can be awarded … various criteria.
15. Discussions in the group are a good opportunity to develop skills … presentation and discussion.
2. Use either an adjective or an adverb.
1. (Late/lately) there has been a rise in the tuition fees at most higher education establishments throughout the country. 
2. If you want to find the University library, go (straight/straightly) down the street and you will see it on your left.
3. He (hard/hardly) ever studies, yet he always produces a (high/highly) standard of work.
4. It is not (wide/widely) known that students can get medication (free/freely). 

5. When a child, she spent 6 years in Spain, no wonder she speaks (fluent/fluently) Spanish.

6. I (full/fully) understand your concern, Jack is not a (hard/hardly) learner he used to be, and he has missed half of the classes.
7. The examiner looked at me (suspicious/ suspiciously) as if he felt that I had cribbed that essay.

8. She is (high/highly) regarded at the University as people can get on with her (easy/easily).

9. I was (pretty/prettily) embarrassed when I realized I had failed the test.

10. She appeared (honest/honestly) but I knew she couldn’t be trusted.

11. The test seemed (easy/easily), but she was not sure whether she had answered all the questions (correct/correctly). 

12. Angela is (unbelievable/unbelievably) (good/well) with numbers.
13. Most rooms on the campus are (clever/cleverly) organized, so there is plenty of space for three students to live together.

14. I suppose I should be (nervous/nervously), but I’ve never felt so (calm/calmly) in my life.

15. Mary doesn’t write very (legible/legibly): I often have trouble understanding her notes.


3. Complete the sentences using the adjective or the adverb given in brackets in the proper form.

1. The teacher prevented any … discussion. (far)

2. French is the language he speaks … . (easily)

3. … I learn, … I forget, … I know. (much/much/little)
4. The service is not as … as it used to be. (good)

5. Our recent assignment was to read “The Great Gatsby” by Fitzgerald and “The Parasites” by du Maurier.  Frankly speaking I didn’t enjoy … . (late)

6. She earns twice as … as I do. (much)
7. Can you speak any … than that? Nobody can hear you. (loud)

8. Education is getting … these days. (expensive)

9. Of all the speakers he talked … . (persuasively)

10. England is … in spring. (beautiful).

3. Complete the sentences using the words in bold. Use two to five words.
1. If we stay longer, we can spend more time sightseeing.

the

The longer we stay the more time we spend sightseeing. 
2. Last night I felt more tired than ever.

as

I have …………… I did last night.

3. As he gets older, he becomes less tolerant.

the

The ………………. tolerant he becomes.

4. Unfortunately we couldn’t find a better solution in the time available.
best
Unfortunately …….. we could find in the time available. 

5. Sheila is not as talented as her sister.

less 
Sheila is …………… her sister. 

6. This year our university has received the same number of applications as in the previous year.
many
This year our university has received …… in the previous year.

7. The University was nearer than we thought.
far
The University …….. we thought. 

8. Helen had twice as much work as Janet. 

half
Janet had ………… Helen. 

9. Tony finds history easier than geography.

more
Geography …….. history for Tony. 
10. She writes very creatively. 

most
She is ………….. writer. 


4. Here are the beginnings and the ends of some traditional comparisons with as … 
as. Put them together correctly and explain the meaning. Use these expressions in the sentences of your own.
	as pretty
	as hen’s teeth

	as red 
	as watching paint dry 

	as cold 
	as a church mouse

	as happy 
	as two skeletons dancing on a tin roof

	as exciting
	as a picture

	as welcome
	as a beetroot

	as dark 
	as an ex-wife’s heart

	as noisy 
	as a dog with two tails

	as poor 
	as a wet shoe

	as scarce 
	as the inside of a wolf


LISTENING

1. Work with a partner and complete the following tasks.
a) Make up a list of qualities that make a good teacher. 
b) Compare your lists. Then agree on a class list of the four most important qualities.

2. Listen to John and Claire talking about teachers they remember from school. Complete the sentences with ML (Madam Lorenzo) or MT (Mr Tucker). Here are some of the words that may be unfamiliar to you

imbecilic - слабоумный, идиот; умственно отсталый

grin - усмешка

to giggle - хихикать

to twitch – подёргиваться

a) … taught French.

b) … never changed his/her jacket.

c) … was near to retirement.

d) … was popular with the boys.

e) … shouted a lot.

f) … probably did not go to university.

g) … said cruel things to the students.

h) … was married.

i) … talked about the past.
3. Listen to the recording once again and fill in the gaps.
1. It was my last year at school and she took us … , which I was … .

2. She must have been … .

3. I can’t remember the number of times she … .

4. The word “imbecile” was her … .

5. ‘You are like my Marcel – you will never … .’

6. His eye twitched really fast … .

7. ‘You’ll learn when you’ve … and started a family’

8. ‘The army used to … into them.’
4. Talk about your most memorable teacher. 
FOCUS ON FUNCTIONS

1. Study the following language toolbox. 
	Language toolbox

	Agree
	Disagree

	So have I.

Neither do I.

So was I.

Nor had I.

Neither did I.

Me too.
Me neither.
	I haven’t.

I do.

I wasn’t.

I had.

I did.


2. Listen to a conversation between two people and note down things they have in common. 
3. From your notes in 2 use the sentence frame below to make as many true sentences as you can about the man and the woman.
The man ……, and so          ……. the woman.

             and neither/nor 
4. Work with a partner. Use the following sentence beginnings to write statements (preferably, describing your school or university life) which are true for you and which you believe are also true for your partner. Find at least two ways to finish each sentence beginning. You will need your sentences in 5. Do not speak to your partner yet.
For example: I attended judo classes when at school. I attended lots of different courses when at school.

a) I attended … 



g) I can’t … 
b) I’m not keen on …


h) I’ve never liked …

c) I’m …




i) I’d like to …

d) I used to …



j) I really like

e) I’ve got …



k) I’ll never …

f) I am irritated … 


l) I must …


5. Use the sentences you’ve written in 4 to play Bingo. Copy the Bingo card on a separate piece of paper. With a partner, take turns to read out one of your sentences in 4. If your partner can answer with one of the responses on the Bingo card, you can cross out one square. If your partner can’t use one of the responses because what you say is not true for them, you must wait for your next go to try another sentence. The aim of the game is to be the first person to cross out all the squares on the card.
	So

did I.
	Nor am I.
	So am I.

	So must I.
	So did I.
	So am I.

	Neither can I.
	Neither have I.
	So would I.

	So do I.
	Neither will I.
	So have I.


SPEAKING

1. Compare the system of higher education in the USA and Great Britain with that of your country following the plan. Which system do you find more effective?
· The value of education

· Types of higher educational establishments

· Admission policy

· Tuition fees and opportunities to cover them

· Methods of instructions, the way studies are organized
2. Imagine that you have to choose a place to study. Put these factors in order of priority from 1 to 5 (1 = most relevant). Which one would influence you most in making a decision? 
· the location 

· the reputation 
· the qualifications offered

· international contacts
· teaching methods 

· residential accommodation 

· tuition fees
· extracurricular activities
· other facilities (specify)

3. Work in groups of three. Discuss the list with other members of your group. 
4. Many British colleges offer language studies for foreign students. Look through some college prospectuses. What information about the colleges and the courses they run do these provide you with? If you were to choose among these which one would you prefer to apply to? Explain your choice to the partner. 
	Hastings College of Arts and Technology 
Contact: Mr Gahie. 

Association: Baselt. 

Course times: All year, Summer vacation. 

This State college is located on a hillside close to the sea, with extensive views. The international department is in its own separate building near the main college. It prides itself on its caring environment. The maximum class size is 14, average 10 to 12. There are 21 hours of tuition per week. 

All language skills are taught, with emphasis on students’ confidence in language use. Students are expected to work hard. 

Facilities. Facilities include computers with self-study, video and a library with study areas. 
Options. There are options in business English, travel and tourism and computing. 
Exams. Cambridge PET, FCE, CAF, Oxford Preliminary and Higher, TOEFL. 
Accommodation. Host family, self-catering, guest houses, hotels. Host families provide single rooms with breakfast and evening meal, plus lunch at weekends. Living in a family is a good way of practising the language. 
Social life. The college has access to all the extensive study, sporting and social facilities of a major full-time institution. The social programme includes cultural and educational trips from time to time. Students benefit from meeting British students also studying at the college. 

International department, Archery Road, ST LEONARDS-ON-SEA, 

East Sussex, TN38 OHX. 

Telephone 01424 423847. Fax 01424 721763.




	University of Westminster 
Contact: Mr. Peter Symonds. 

Association: Bascelt. 

Course times: All year. 

Location: The university is in central London within easy reach of Underground and mainline stations. 

Course details. Full-time courses have 15 hours of tuition per week. Teaching includes grammar and structure, vocabulary, writing, reading and listening. A team teaching approach is used to ensure specialist instruction. 
Facilities. Facilities include a library and self-access language center with audio, video, computing and hypertext. There are also separate skills courses, 1 hour per week for 10 weeks. 
Exams. Cambridge FCE, CPE, Oxford Preliminary, LCCI (various) Social life. The university has access to all the extensive study, sporting and social facilities of a major full-time education institution. The social programme includes organized excursions and theatre visits.

9–18 Euston Square, London, NW1 3ET. 

Telephone 0171 911 5000. Fax 0171 911 5001. 




5. Study the following questions. On the basis of these write an advertisement / make a poster about your dream university, which you should then present to the rest of the class in an advertisement/poster contest. 
1. Where is the college / university located? 

2. What courses does it run?

3. What qualifications do courses lead to?

4. How much does the course cost?
5. How classes are taught and how many students are in class? Is teaching carried out in small groups (tutorials) or large groups (lectures)? 
6. Are all subjects obligatory or do students have a chance to choose some subjects?

7. What kind of practical training does the university provide?

7. What can one do in the event of failing any part of the course? How many times can exams or credits be retaken? 

8. What other facilities does the university offer? 
WRITING

1.  Imagine you study at one of the colleges from activity 4 (Speaking). Write a letter to your friend and share your impressions about the place and the course you are on. 

2. Read the letter below and underline the following 
· the name of the person who wrote the letter. 

· the address of the person who wrote the letter. 

· the language used to start and end the letter. 

· the expression used to introduce the subject. 
	11 West Grove, 

London NW1 

The University of Cambridge,                2 April
Local Examinations Syndicate, 

1 Hills Road, 

Cambridge CB1 2EU 

Dear Sir /Madam,   
I’m writing to you concerning the First Certificate in English examination which you offer to students of English. I know that it is an internationally recognized examination and if I took the exam and passed, it would help me in my work when I return to Italy. I am presently working in London and will remain in England for the next year. I would like to register for the examination and sit for it this summer, but I do not know how to go about this or how to find a school where I could take the exam. I wonder if you could advise me. 
I look forward to hearing from you. 
Yours faithfully, 
Nicola Fierari. 


3. Write on one of the following: 
· Write a letter to a university / college in England requesting information about their courses, qualifications, terms and conditions. 

· Write a letter to an English Language school in England requesting information about their summer and exam courses. 

4. Write an essay on one of the topics offered
· Is higher education a primary gateway to the privileged class?

· Are American methods of instruction really effective?
· Aims of university education. 

· The problem of choosing a major. 
· “Electives” – pros and cons.
· Academic freedom. Is it good for a university? 
SUPPLEMENTARY READING

1. Read about two of the most famous and prestigious universities in the world. 

OXBRIDGE


Oxford and Cambridge are the oldest and most prestigious universities in Great Britain. They are often called collectively Oxbridge. Both universities are independent. Only the education elite go to Oxford or Cambridge. Most of their students are former public schools leavers. The normal length of degree course is three years. Some courses, such as languages or medicine, may be one or two years longer. The students may work for other degrees as well. The degrees are awarded at public degree ceremonies. Oxford and Cambridge cling to their traditions, such as the use of Latin at degree ceremonies. Full academic dress is worn at examinations. 
Oxford and Cambridge Universities consist of a number of colleges. Each college is different, but in many ways they are alike. Each college has its name and its coat of arms. Each college is governed by a Master. The larger ones have more than 400 members, the smallest colleges have less than 30. Each college offers teaching in a wide range of subjects. Within the college one will normally find a chapel, a dining hall, a library, rooms for undergraduates, fellows and the Master, and also rooms for teaching purposes. 


The first written record of the town of Oxford dates back to the year 912. Oxford University, the oldest and most famous university in Britain, was founded in the middle of the 12th century and by 1300 there were already 1,500 students. At that time Oxford was a wealthy town, but by the middle of the 14th century it was poorer, because of a decline in trade and because of the terrible plague, which killed many people in England. The relations between the students and the townspeople were very unfriendly and there was often fighting in the streets. 

Nowadays there are about 12,000 students and over 1000 teachers in more than thirty colleges. Among the oldest colleges are University College, All Souls and Christ Church. 
Outstanding scientists work in the numerous colleges of the University teaching and doing research work in physics, chemistry, mathematics, cybernetics, literature, modern and ancient languages, art and music, psychology. Oxford University has a reputation of a privileged school. Many prominent political figures of the past and present times got their education at Oxford. 

Oxford University Press, the publishing house which produces the Oxford English Dictionary has a special department called the Oxford Word and Language Service. The Oxford English Dictionary is well-known to students of English everywhere. It contains approximately 5,000,000 entries, and there are thirteen volumes, including a supplement.


Cambridge University started during the 13th century and grew until today. Now there are more than thirty colleges. The oldest college is Peterhouse, which was founded in 1284, and the most recent is Robinson College, which was opened in 1977. The most famous is probably King's College because of its magnificent chapel, the largest and the most beautiful building in Cambridge and the most perfect example left of English fifteenth-century architecture. Its choir of boys and undergraduates is also very well known. 


The University was only for men until 1871, when the first women’s college was opened. In the 1970s, most colleges opened their doors to both men and women. Almost all colleges are now mixed. Many great men studied at Cambridge, among them Desiderius Erasmus, the great Dutch scholar, Roger Bacon, the philosopher, Milton, the poet, Oliver Cromwell", the soldier, Newton, the scientist, and Kapitza, the famous Russian physicist. The universities have over а hundred societies and clubs, enough for every interest one could imagine. Sport is part of students' life at Oxbridge. The most popular sports are rowing and punting. 


Every year, in summer, one of the biggest festivals of folk music takes place in Cambridge. Thousands of people arrive in Cambridge for the Festival. Many of the fans put up their tents to stay overnight. The Cambridge Folk Festival is always very well organized and there is always good order. However, some people who live nearby do not like Festival. They say that there is too much noise, that too much rubbish is left on the ground, and that many of the fans take drugs. On the other hand, local shopkeepers are glad, because for them the Festival means a big increase in the number of customers. 
2. Read the text and say which ideas mentioned in the text are worth implementing into your country’s system of higher education. 

CREATING THE UNIVERSITY OF THE FUTURE


We finish high-school and know more about maths than we do of ourselves. Yet knowing ourselves is more important than algebra. Current education does not create free, creative and wise individuals, but workers for the requirements of the market. Most universities give you an education that will supply you with a career – not a good life. If we were to create a University of the Future for today what would it look like? Here’s where we believe the emphasis should be on:

Development of skills instead of  memorizing  information. For example, teaching you how to think, not what to think. Pieces of information become outdated more easily than an array of skills. 

Renaissance style Curriculum: Excessive specialization would be discouraged in favor of a more well-rounded approach. Philosophy, Music, Arts and Sciences as well as physical activities will make an essential part of one’s development as well as real life skills usually neglected at mainstream educational institutions, like:

· The Art of Love and Understanding

· Knowing yourself

· The art of Listening

· Understanding Women (a 30-year course)

· Understanding men (30-minute course)
Project Based learning - You’d learn by doing not by regurgitating what other people have done. Your projects would be aimed to be as “real world” as possible, legitimate enough so that they can become part of your future CV. By the time you’re out of school you already have a “track-record”.

Entrepreneurship: The approach: “I get an education *then* find a job” is outdated. Every week you will be encouraged to create your own company with the assistance of mentors giving you cutting edge advice on how to build and grow your idea into a business, whether profit or not profit. By the time you’re done with your degree you wouldn’t need to find a job because you would already have one.

Directed at All Ages: Learning is a life-long process. It’s not something you do when you were young and then are done with it. Older people need to have a way of re-educating themselves without leaving their current job & responsibilities. Multi-age classes sometimes make for a much richer learning experience for all.

Based on Alternative Business Models: Education should be accessible to all for free while at the same time being economically self-sustainable. Alternative business models are essential for achieving this vision. For example, students could pledge that a certain percentage of the profits (1%-5%) that would come from their future activities will be donated back to the University that enabled them to pursue them.

10 PREDICTIONS FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF THE FUTURE
1. There will be more of an emphasis on distance learning
2. Students will take a mix of online classes and on-campus courses
3. Focus will be on career-applicable skills and experiential learning
4. Open communication between students and teachers
5. Libraries will continue to become more tech-focused
6. More green majors
7. Learning resources will shift online
8. There will be an increase in the variety of educational resources and materials
9. More independent student body
10. Universities will have a more global perspective
3. Read the text and say

· What have you learned about admission to the US Universities? 
· Are the admission terms equal for all students?

· What is ironic about Britain’s intention to try out a version of America’s SAT?

· What are 3 reasons for mounting an attack against the SAT?

NATURAL SELECTION OF AN INTELLECTUAL ARISTOCRASY

British universities are considering trying out a version of America's standardized admissions test - the SAT. Supporters of the idea hope that the SATs focus on basic reasoning skills in maths and English, rather than knowledge of specific subjects, will unearth some rough diamonds who have not   benefited from coddling at exclusive schools. Britain's interest is ironic, considering that this half-century-old multiple-choice exam is under assault in the US for being exclusive. The charge is true in the sense that the IQ-based test is one of the keys to admission at colleges for which there is fierce competition for places. Every year thousands of 18-year-olds must face the fact that they cannot attend Princeton or Harvard because they have failed to score. Anxious parents routinely pay many hundreds of dollars to private tutors in an attempt to boost their offsprings' SAT scores.

The latest blow against the exam has been struck by Richard Atkinson, president of the giant University of California system. Mr Atkinson says the test discriminates against minorities and converts the admission process into the "educational equivalent of a nuclear arms race". Other colleges are also talking of dropping the SAT exam in favor of more malleable educational criteria.

This is a classic case of slaying the messenger. The SAT is not perfect. But compared to the other things on offer, it emerges as a veritable gold standard of objective testing. What, after all, can be wrong with a test that monitors abilities to read, reason and calculate? Over the decades the SAT has served as a great democratizing force. 

Consider the SAT's record. Back in the 1930s, America's Ivy League colleges really were discriminatory. Middling Wasp pupils at Groton or other prep schools assumed entrance to Harvard was birthright. Meanwhile, Brooklyn immigrants of higher intelligence contented themselves with four years all New York's City College. Blacks stood almost no chance of scaling the Ivy League towers. 


Then James Bryant Conant, Harvard's president, mounted a revolution. He introduced an admission test that examined intelligence rather than preparation. As the author Nicholas Lemann recalls in a history of the SAT, his inspiration was Thomas Jefferson who had written that merit must be allowed to flourish: "There is a natural aristocracy among men. The grounds of this are virtue and talents. There is also an artificial aristocracy based on wealth and birth." Harvard implemented a forerunner of today's SAT and others soon followed.

The doors opened. For the first time poor Italians, Jews, Irish and other minorities won admission in large numbers at top colleges. Women, long shut out of the Ivy League, performed so successfully on the SAT that they came to make up about 50 per cent of the students. Many blacks and Hispanics also gained entrance because of their high scores. The shift demonstrated it was possible to pursue the Jeffersonian democratic ideal of education for all.

The trouble was that the results of this pursuit were not always politically palatable. While individual blacks and Hispanics scored highly, these groups in aggregate scored less well than other groups. Universities decided to downplay the SAT in evaluating these black or Hispanic candidates, instituting the controversial quota system known as affirmative action. The SAT still found itself under attack, both for the score disparity among groups and other pretexts. 

The fact that striving families scraped together cash for SAT cramming courses also fuelled the campaign against the test. This was despite the fact that the effect of cramming was limited by the IQ-test-like nature of the SAT; no matter how much you prepare for an IQ test you cannot boost your score to the degree you could for a test on a matter of knowledge such as geography or history.

California offers the most gratuitous example to date of blaming the SAT messenger. Mr Atkinson has said that the test is bad for minorities. But the real reason there is hostility to the SAT in California is not that minorities have done poorly. It is that one minority – Asian immigrants – have done too well.

The SAT is said to have hindered Hispanics, who have not won places proportionate to their share of the population. But it is easier for officials to attack the SAT than to admit that their own old policy of bilingual education, which forced children to spend years learning in Spanish virtually guaranteed mediocre performance on the English portion of the SAT. Blacks also seem to falling short in the California college contest' but then so are whites. 


None of this deters Sat reformers, who continue to insist the test is “anti-minority” or “too stressful” – as if educational competition can ever be unstressful. The escalating crusade against the SAT raises the question whether the test can have a future in the US or the UK. Britain is just as preoccupied with equality of outcome as the US. And to the equity-obsessed, a measure that acknowledges some are more able than others is intolerable.
