SUPPLEMENTARY SECTION

Guidelines on organising and carrying out independent study for the course

«INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS»

Independent study for the course ‘Innovative Research in Political Studies in the Republic of Belarus’ involves the independent study of course materials under the guidance of a lecturer, in accordance with the curriculum. The main objective of students’ independent study is to develop the ability to acquire academic knowledge through personal research, and to foster an active interest and a desire for a creative, independent approach in both academic and practical work.
When studying academic literature, legislation and other sources independently, it is important to take notes on what you have read. Such notes help you to better understand and absorb the material. You should draw up a brief outline of the works you are studying. In complex cases, it is advisable to create a detailed outline (briefly summarising the content of the topics). It is useful to make extracts and summaries, which are concise summaries of the work’s content in your own words.
Students prepare relevant questions on the topics specified in the syllabus, drawing on their understanding of the lecture material, the lecturer’s guidance, and their study of academic and scientific literature. The extent to which students have mastered the required material is assessed during a seminar (practical) session on the topic through various forms of assessment: completing test tasks, preparing essays and presentations, participating in role-play exercises, etc.
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