SEMINAR TOPICS

FOR THE COURSE

«INNOVATIVE RESEARCH IN POLITICAL SCIENCE IN THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS»



Topic 1. Political Science as Theory and Applied Research
1. The Structure of Political Science
2. Research paradigms: theological, naturalistic, social and rational-critical. 
3. General Methods in Political Science. 
4. Subjects and scope of applied political science.
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Topic 2. Methodological approaches in contemporary political science
1. Contemporary methodological approaches in political science
2. Rational choice theory. Theory of justice.
3. Institutionalism, «new institutionalism», normative institutionalism, historical institutionalism.
4. Comparative and behavioural approaches.
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Topic 3. Public policy: a field of theoretical analysis and social practice

[bookmark: _GoBack]1. The political decision-making process: a functional approach methodology.
2. A functional analysis of public policy.
3. The structure of political decision-making
4. Processes for making and implementing decisions to ensure public safety. 
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Topic 4. Citizenship and civil society.
1. Theory and methodology of research into civil society and citizenship. 
2. Social self-organisation as a means of realising society»s agency. 
3. Civil society as a resource for governance in Western societies. 
4. Civic-mindedness as a form of interaction between society and the authorities in East Slavic civilisation. 
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Topic 5. Modern Democracy
1. Key concepts of democracy
2. Rational and utilitarian justifications for democracy. 
3. Systemic justifications for democracy. 
4. The Chinese model of reform.
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Topic 6. Information and Communication Technologies in Contemporary Politics (2 hours).

1. The role of communication in politics. The development of political communication channels. 
2. Political manipulation and ways to curb it. Social myths as a basis for manipulation. 
3. Methods of manipulation. Information and social technologies.
4. The informational and psychological tools of modern geopolitical rivalry.
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Topic 7. Political elites

1. The main strands of contemporary elite theory. 
2. Theories of democratic elitism. Concepts of elite pluralism. 
3. Elite recruitment systems. 
4. Characteristics of the Belarusian political elite.
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Topic 8. Innovative Strategies for Globalisation

1. A strategy for ensuring national competitiveness in the context of globalisation. 
2. Methodology for innovative development in globalisation strategies. 
3. Strategic planning – the foundation of innovative growth. The structure of the strategic planning framework. 
4. Economic globalisation – opportunities and challenges for national development strategies. 
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