bute to creating a favorable environment for the growth of the tourism
industry.
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APPROACHES TO DEVELOPING TOURISM IN LEBANON

Lebanon, a country rich in history, culture, and natural beauty, has
the potential to become a top tourist destination. However, to fully har-
ness this potential, innovative approaches to developing and promoting
tourism are essential. This essay explores various strategies that can
be adopted to enhance Lebanon’s tourism sector, drawing on successful
examples from around the world and considering the unique context of
Lebanon.

Lebanon is home to several culturally significant sites, such as the
ancient city of Byblos, the temples of Baalbek, and the Roman ruins in
Tyre. However, these sites have not been fully leveraged to attract inter-
national tourists. The Ministry of Tourism should take inspiration from
global examples like Petra in Jordan or the Mayan temples in Mexico,
which have successfully attracted millions of visitors annually. To achieve
this, the Ministry of Tourism should collaborate with local municipalities
and the private sector to develop comprehensive tourism packages that
include guided tours, cultural festivals, and educational programs.

The «Dhia Fee» program, as reported by Anera, is an excellent examp-
le of how rural tourism can be developed. This program helps cottage inns
in rural areas across Lebanon to improve their facilities and marketing
strategies. By promoting rural tourism, Lebanon can attract tourists in-
terested in ecotourism, bird watching, and experiencing traditional Leba-
nese hospitality.
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The success of Dubai’s tourism industry, as highlighted in Execu-
tive Magazine, can be attributed to the effective collaboration between
the government and private sector firms. Lebanon can adopt a similar
approach by involving private investors in the development and ma-
nagement of tourist sites and infrastructure. Creating a destination mar-
keting plan that promotes Lebanon as a must-visit tourist destination
is vital. This plan should include the establishment of a country brand,
diversification of tourism products, and targeting niche markets such as
cultural, religious, and gastronomic tourism.

The McKinsey report on Lebanon’s tourism vision emphasizes the
need for a sustainable approach that minimizes negative impacts on the
environment. Promoting small-scale adventure and experiential tourism
can generate higher revenues and provide authentic experiences for tou-
rists. Lebanon should focus on developing ecotourism activities such as
hiking, mountain biking, and nature tours in areas like the Qadisha Val-
ley and the Chouf Cedar Reserve.

Improving tourism infrastructure is fundamental to enhancing the
overall tourist experience in Lebanon. This includes restoring and pro-
tecting archaeological sites, upgrading urban infrastructure, and deve-
loping efficient transportation networks. For example, the restoration of
the castle in Saida and the enhancement of urban infrastructure in cities
like Tripoli can significantly boost their attractiveness as tourist destina-
tions. Investing in modern amenities such as high-quality hotels, restau-
rants, and entertainment facilities is also essential.

In conclusion, Lebanon has immense potential to become a leading
tourist destination by adopting innovative approaches to developing and
promoting its tourism sector. Emphasizing cultural tourism, developing
rural tourism, leveraging public-private partnerships, promoting sus-
tainable tourism, and enhancing tourism infrastructure are key strate-
gies that can drive growth in the industry. By implementing these strate-
gies, Lebanon can attract a diverse range of tourists, boost its economy,
and showcase its rich heritage to the world.
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TRENDS IN MODERN GLOBAL TRADE

In recent decades, global trade has undergone significant transfor-
mations, driven by technological progress, geopolitical shifts, and chan-
ging consumer preferences. These trends have reshaped the landscape of
international commerce, creating new opportunities and challenges for
businesses and governments worldwide.
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