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Does he love his wife for her true self or for the idealized image he helped her buy? 
The song portrays women as «Mrs. Potato Head» who can be «assembled», «decorated» 
and «reassembled» at the will of the other person. The hyperbole of 'and a hundred 
thousand dollars for some compliments' is an example of the meaninglessness of what 
people are willing to do for the approval of others. 

Thus, Melanie Martinez's songs are dominated by metaphors and symbols. The use of 
tropes helps Melanie Martinez to highlight topical issues, which is why she wins the hearts 
of many listeners. 

References 

1. Mier, T. Melanie Martinez Is Born Again and Bold as Ever on ‘Portals’ / T. Mier // 
Rolling Stone. – 2023. – URL: https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-album-reviews/ 
melanie-martinez-portals-1234706468/ (date of access: 16.11.2024). 

2. Davies, H.J. Melanie Martinez review – electropop meshing the hyperreal and the 
real / H.J. Davies // The Guardian. – 2016. – URL: https://www.theguardian.com (date of 
access: 16.11.2024). 

 
 

I. Berzhanin 
И.С. Бержанин 

БГЭУ (Минск) 
Научный руководитель Е.Е. Иванова 

 
LEGAL LEXICON IN THE ASPECT OF TERMINOLOGIZATION 

AND DETERMINOLOGIZATION PROCESSES IN THE RUSSIAN LANGUAGE 

Юридическая лексика в аспекте процессов терминологизации 
и детерминологизации в русском языке 

 
Legal terminology is part of our lives, and society often uses legal terms without 

being aware of their legal significance. According to B.N. Golovin, a term is a specific 
word or phrase that has a particular meaning in certain fields of knowledge or disciplines. 
These expressions are used for precise and clear designation of concepts, processes, 
or objects within a particular profession, science, or discipline. Terms have strict 
definitions, making them especially useful for information exchange in specialized areas. 
According to Pigolkin, a legal term in Russian is a special word or expression that 
corresponds to a specific concept in the legal field. 

The processes of terminologization and determinologization are important aspects of 
the functioning of legal vocabulary in the Russian language. These processes are related 
to societal development and changes in legislation. They reflect the dynamics of legal field 
development and the effort to improve language for more effective communication and 
clearer understanding of legal norms and procedures.  
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Terminologization involves the formation of specialized terms to accurately denote 
legal concepts, institutions, and procedures, promoting clarity, precision, and uniformity in 
understanding and applying legal terms. An example of terminologization is the 
introduction of new words or borrowing foreign terms to accurately define new legal 
phenomena or concepts. Conversely, determinologization implies the softening or 
simplification of terminology, sometimes at the expense of replacing specialized terms with 
common words or expressions. This may arise from the need to simplify legal language for 
a broader audience or to avoid excessive formality in legal texts and documents. 

Both processes can happen for various reasons: the emergence of new concepts and 
technologies requires the creation of new terms for their description and discussion; 
specialized societies and organizations may actively work on standardizing terms in their 
field; and the introduction of new laws and regulations may necessitate new definitions 
and terms. 

Examining the specialized reference book «Legal Dictionary», the term «Attorney-
Client Privilege» is analyzed. It refers to information regarding issues for which the client 
sought legal assistance, personal life details of the client, information received from the 
client about the circumstances of a crime for which the attorney was defending the client's 
rights, and information that constitutes the client's commercial secrets. It can be 
considered a terminologized expression, as it combines common words but is used in legal 
discourse to denote information learned by the attorney from the client. 

Close kinship refers to relationships arising from blood ties between parents and 
children, siblings, grandparents, and grandchildren, which are regarded as close kinship. 
It is a terminologized phrase combining common words that defines relationships among 
blood relatives. 

Civil marriage is a marriage union registered with the relevant state authorities 
without church involvement. «Civil marriage» can be seen as a determinologized term, as 
people today use it not in a legal sense but to describe cohabitation between individuals. 

A minor is a child under fourteen years old. This term is considered determinologized, 
as it is often used to refer to individuals based on their behavior rather than just their age. 

Thus, the process of terminologization usually involves defining terms and concepts 
accepted in the professional community, included in educational programs and 
documentation. Terminologization and determinologization play crucial roles in ensuring 
clarity, precision, and effective communication in the field of legal knowledge and 
disciplines. 
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